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General Information

Clubhouse Opening Hours: 0630 to midnight
Swimming Pool Complex Daily 0700 to 2100
Monday to Friday 1830 to midnight
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday
1200 to 1530 1830 to midnight
The last food orders are
1445 (Lunch) 2200 (Dinner)

SPORTS ANNEXE BUILDING

Gymnasium

Daily 0630 to 2200

Lunch:
Monday to Saturday
1200 to 1500 (The last order is 1415)

Children’s Playroom

Daily 0900 to 2100

Golf Simulator

Daily 0900 to 2200

Snooker

Daily 1100 to 2300

Ten Pin Bowling Alley

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, Public Holiday 1000 to 2200
Monday & Wednesday 1400 to 2200

Video & DVD Library

Weekday 1300 to 2000
Saturday, Sunday 1100 to 1800
Public Holiday 1200 to 1700

Breakfast Menu 0730 to 1100
à la Carte from 1100 onwards
Breakfast Buffet on
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday
0730 to 1030
email: spinners@hkcc.org
Monday to Friday
1600 to 2300
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday
0830 to 2300
The last food order is 2230
email: sportsmanbar@hkcc.org
Monday to Thursday
1130 to midnight
Friday & Saturday
& Day Before Public Holiday
1130 to 0100
Sunday & Public Holiday
0900 to midnight
The last food order is 2230
Monday to Friday
1000 to 2100
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday
0830 to 2100
The last food order is 2045
email: poolcafe@hkcc.org
Annexe Bar
Daily 0930 to 2300
The last food order is 2100
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday
from 0830 - Beverage Service only
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Pantone 187C

Daily 0700 to 2300

Early Bird Dim Sum:
Sunday 1030 to 1145

Daily 0730 to 2200
The last food order is 2130
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Sports Changing Rooms
2nd Floor:
Sports Desk

Dinner: Daily 1800 to midnight
(The last order is 2230)
Reservations: 3511 8638
email: willowroom@hkcc.org

Pantone 274C

Daily 0730 to 2230

Reservations : 3511 8618
email: longroom@hkcc.org

Sunday & Public Holiday
1200 to 1330 (The last order is 1315)
1345 to 1530 (The last order is 1445)

Pantone Process Cyan C

Squash Courts Complex

3rd Floor:
Cricket Centre

Daily 0800 to 2300
Enquiry: 3511 8698

Daily 0830 to 2230

Sports Hall

Daily 0830 to 2230

SAB Tennis Courts

Daily 0700 to 2300

Roof Top:

HKCC SPORTS SHOP

Open every day
Monday to Thursday 1000 to 2000
Friday to Sunday 0900 to 2030
Enquiry: 2574 1861
email: hkcc@escapade.com.hk
		
stefanie@escapade.com.hk

B4 Prince’s Building,
10 Chater Road,
Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2810 6988
Fax: (852) 2810 6877
Email: dotcod@hkcc.org
Website: www.dotcod.com
Opening Hours:
0730-Midnight • Mon-Sat

From the Chair

Dear Members,
Welcome to the festive season. The mild Autumn
has rendered the Cricket Ground a picture, just as

it is about to receive its overcoat of winter rye. The
wicket has taken a heavy load from our new 5-ton

I am sure you will agree that all our staff continue to

excellent wicket seems to have assisted our form and

offer is ever improving, providing excellent value

well in the wonderful sunshine we have enjoyed

very strong sales. The planned events for the end of

views of the interesting cricketing personalities who

and dinners offering delicious treats for all and,

roller and a demanding playing schedule but the

do an excellent job and the Club’s Food & Beverage

added to the delight of seeing our cricketers doing

with healthy and tasty choices - this is reflected in

of late. The Ashes is about start and, based on the

year party season is fully packed with fairs, tastings

have passed through our Club recently, along with

once again, will threaten expanding waistlines.

the pundits from the top bar gallery venturing a
number of wildly varying predictions, either way it

sure looks set for a very interesting series. Let’s hope

it is close and goes all the way, then, cricket will
definitely be the winner.

The winter sporting season is now at its peak with
a strong show in starting form - rugby, and netball

with top teams at the top of the tables, hockey is
surprising its opponents and lawn bowls ran close
for promotion. I am also delighted and encouraged

to see the positive interaction across the competitive

and social sports with good Member support as
spectators at matches and many enjoying a bit of fun
through combined Club events such as the recent 10pin bowling team competition.

Junior development continues to be a leading

light with many young players showing excellent
potential and skills that is confidently feeding them
through into our senior league teams. I am pleased
to report that we continue to open up our Club to

the youth in the community and developing further

The masterplanning study is moving forward and

we are aiming for the initial recommendations to be
ready early next year. Other than that, there has been
a big effort on maintenance and house to tidy up the
Club and get things shining clean and well cared for

and to make the approach to the Clubhouse greener
and welcoming.

Up at HKCC we have a lot for which to be thankful.

Make sure to enjoy your time at the Gap, have a
good break and give 2013 a fine send off. We have

an exciting year ahead, lots to look forward to with
many games to play, hosting and travelling on tours,
with fun and functions in between. We are well set

for an exciting conclusion to the season with much
to strive for but remember, leagues are not won at
Christmas.

Good luck on the field of play and wishing you all a
very happy, healthy and prosperous festive season.
Gavin Erasmus

programmes in conjunction with associations and
local schools that will offer an introduction to team
sports for enjoyment, healthy living and the added
life skill benefits participation brings.
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Coate’s Notes

On behalf of the
President, Chairman,
Members of the
General Committee,
Management and
Staff of the Club, I
wish all Members
and their families
A Ve r y H a p p y
Christmas 2013.
We h o p e 2 0 1 4 –
soon to be the Year
of the Horse - is a
prosperous, healthy
and safe one.
The Ashes Test series in Australia will be in full swing
(pardon the pun!) as you read this issue of The Pinkun.
Let’s hope for a close series and some displays of
cricket excellence from both teams. Members interested
in acquiring tickets should contact Ms. Clara Hung,
Membership Secretary clarahung@hkcc.org
Speaking of sporting development, I am pleased to say
that HKCC leads the way among other Hong Kong
Clubs. In an effort to deliver the game of cricket, along
with the benefits of sport, exercise and healthy living,
Sports Development Manager Mark Wright has been
liaising with around 12 local schools, club coaches, sports
associations and charities. Mark has been ‘seconded’ to
the Hong Kong Cricket Association as National Coach
from December to February. Hong Kong is competing in
the World Cup in New Zealand in late January 2014. We
wish him and the team well.
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We certainly have some talented staff whose expertise
is available directly to Members - from Chef Simon
and Sommelier Steven Ma to Ground Manager Joel
Cheung and our 17 sports coaches. We often say as a
team that we, the staff, ‘work’ for you, the Members.
We are conscious that the little things mark our point of
difference in how we serve Members and their guests. A
culmination of small efforts and attention to detail will
cause an overall improvement. So please, do let us know
how we can solve problems.
Our December Events /Entertainments 'packages'
– including Food and Beverage 'Outside Catering'
services – have already been distributed to Members
in October. However, these events are being widely
publicised around the Club and should you require
additional details, please contact the Events Department.
Alternatively, you may wish to visit the Club’s website at
http://www.hkcc.org or http://www.dotcod.com
See also opposite page for Calendar of Festive Season
events.
As I approach 12 months as your General Manager
(yes - time flies!) I would like to sincerely thank the
Membership, the General Committee and the Staff for
settling myself and the family into the HKCC community
so very well in 2013. It has been a memorable year!
Rick Coate
richardcoate@hkcc.org
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Festive Season Diary

1 (Sunday)
Noon to 3.00 p.m.

8 (Sunday)

10

Children’s
Christmas Party

Family Festive Lunch Buffet

Christmas Celebration
Teens’ Disco

Function Suites Noon – 3.00 p.m.

Christmas Carols Express Buffet

Function Suites

(Tuesday)
6.00 p.m. – 10.00 p.m.

Function Suites

Poolside 6.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m.

Christmas Carols by Candlelight
The Ground 7.30 p.m. – 8.30 p.m.

15 (Sunday)
Noon – 3.00 p.m.

22 (Sunday)
Noon – 3.00 p.m.

24 (Tuesday)
From 7.30 p.m.

Children’s
“Christmas Showtime”

Pre Christmas Celebration Family
Lunch Buffet

Christmas Eve Set Dinner

Function Suites

Long Room

Function Suites

7.00 p.m. – 11.00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Dinner Buffet
Function Suites

25

26 (Thursday)
Noon to 3.00 p.m.

(Wednesday)
Noon to 3.00 p.m.

Christmas Day
Celebration Set Lunch

From 7.00 p.m.

Noon to 3.00 p.m.

7.00 p.m. – 11.00 p.m.

Christmas Day
Celebration Lunch Buffet

Function Suites

Long Room

Function Suites & Spinners

Boxing Day Family
Brunch Buffet

Christmas Day Celebration Dinner
Long Room

Function Suites

Christmas Day Champagne Dinner Buffet

Full

Christmas Sports Fun Camps

Sports Camps with HKCC Coaches

Christmas Tennis Camps

Explorer Adventure Day Camp (YMCA)

16 – 20 Dec (Monday – Friday)
23 & 27 Dec
23 & 24 Dec (Monday & Tuesday)
(Monday
&
Friday)
8.30 a.m. - 4.30 p.m.
23,24 & 27 Dec (Monday, Tuesday & Friday)
30 Dec, 2 & 3 Jan 2014 Fun Science Camp
30, 31 Dec, 2 & 3 Jan 2014
(Monday, Thursday & Friday)
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday)
27 & 28 Dec (Friday & Saturday)
9.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.

31 (Tuesday)
7.30 p.m. – 3.30 a.m.
New Year’s Eve Grand Ball

Function Suites &
Chater Tavern

From 8.00 p.m.

New Year’s Eve
Celebration Dinner

Long Room

7.30 p.m. – 11.00 p.m.

New Year’s Eve
Celebration Family Buffet

1 Jan 2014
New Year’s Day
Brunch Buffet

(Wednesday)
Noon to 3.00 p.m.

Poolside

New Year’s Day Races
Shatin Race Box

Spinners

On-site Catering & Christmas Party Food Menu
The Hong Kong Cricket Club On-site Catering Service provides a complete event catering and bar
services. Our specialists are making your job of hosting easy so you can relax and enjoy the party too!
OR if you are planning a self-catering party at home or at a designated venue over the Christmas holidays
or just a festive Family Dinner, why not take advantage of the Club’s popular Party Food Menu!
December 2013 The Pinkun
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General Information

Membership News
November
Senior Ordinary Members
C. Bance
W. Gerrard
D. Sudhaman
New Subscriber Members
V. Chander
A. Dommestrup
G.A.M. Dow
Grace C.H. Tam
C.P. Vale
New Nominee Members
S. Ben Redjeb
M.S. Evans
P. Gupta
K. Green
Ms. A.C. Johnson
R. Lamba
A.S. Mathur
R. Miller
Ms. L.K.E. Palmisano
D. Swindin
S. Verma
D.J. West
New Sporting Members
H. Bailey
C.S. Bland
T.L. Cutler
E. Davies
S. Doherty
Ms. K. Edwards
C.J.W. Lambe
J.M. Rafter
New Junior Sporting Members
S. Barrett
Ms. K.M. Gibbons
Ms. R.E. Kirkcaldie
Ms. K.N. Pickett
C.J. Stafford
S.J. Wood
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Departure
Ms. S. Greig
Resignation
A. Marks
Resignations – Nominee
M.G. Boyle
R.P. Etchells
L. Kumar
M.J. Koning
Lawrence K.Y. Lee
Temporary Return
Mrs. M. Adcock
B. Abernethy
D. Beaumont
B.J. Brown
J. Crook
R. Chalk
Lucy Chin
Mrs. A. Davidson
A. Derbie
M.P. Edwards
Mrs. H. Galperti
M.S. Hislop
R. Harris
R.J. Hardy
A. Malamud
John W.F.Ngai
Mrs. A. Pennington
A.J. Paterson
Bob Reid
Mrs. J.A. Robb
G. Travers
Ms. A. Shrestha
Susie Yip

General Information
Club Sports Contacts
CRICKET
Captain of Cricket
Darren Tucker		
9027 3494
email: darren.tucker@newbalance.com
WOMEN’S CRICKET
Convenor
Anita Miles		
9155 7300
email: anitamiles@strawberrynet.com
HOCKEY
Convenor
Matthew Deayton
9612 8444
email: matt8889@gmail.com
LAWN BOWLS
Convenor
Glyn Davies
2803 6189(o) 9330 1948(m)
email: davglyn@gmail.com
Ladies Captain
Teresa Yung 		
9133 7630
email: yungpikyiu@gmail.com
NETBALL
Convenor
Amanda Parker
hkccnetballconvenor@gmail.com
RUGBY
Convenor
Graeme Pyott
email: rugby.chairman@hkcc.org
Club Captain
Ben Garland		
9864 7645
email: rugby.captain@hkcc.org
SQUASH
Convenor
Steve Ellis		
9260 8289
email: steveellis@netvigator.com
TENNIS
Convenor
Debbie See
email: tennis@hkcc.org
GOLF
Mark Winstanley
9193 5246
email: winstanleyma@gmail.com
TABLE TENNIS
Simon Chan
email: chan.simon@dorsey.com
TEN PIN BOWLING
Convenor
Tony Ku
email: tkukkk@biznetvigator.com
Captain
Nicholas Brown

HKCC Sports Coaches
For all enquiries, please call Sports Desk, 3511 8698 email: recreation@hkcc.org

Cricket

Simon Cook

ECB Level 4 Coach
Phone: 9224 4497

Courtney Kruger

Cricket Australia Level 1 Coach
Phone: 9740 0125 email: courtneykruger@hkcc.org

Clare Crewdson

Cricket Australia Level 1 Coach

Scott McKechnie

BCB Level 2 Coach

Golf

Adrian Waters

Phone: 5507 9220

Phone: 6979 7155

email: simoncook@hkcc.org

email: clarecrewdson@hkcc.org

email: mckechniescott@hkcc.org

Member of the Professional Golfers Association
Golf Clinics and Junior Programme
Phone: 3511-8699
email: golf@hkcc.org

Gym & Fitness
Amin Ashraf

Personal Trainer
Phone: 6406 0872

Ben Simpson

Bachelor’s Degree in Sport and Exercise
with Honours in Exercise Physiology
Phone: 9274 1230
email: bensimpson@hkcc.org

Hockey

Genevieve Frank

Rugby

Andrew Hall

Squash
Dick Lau

Swimming
Chris Funnell

Tennis

Level 1 Coach
Phone: 5169 6835

email: aminashraf@hkcc.org

email: genfrank@hkcc.org

Head Coach, Scotland International
UKCC Rugby Level 3 in Rugby Union
Phone: 9275 7256
email: rugby.coach@hkcc.org
Head Coach
Phone: 5600 0172

email: squash@hkcc.org

ASA Full (Level 2) Swimming Teacher
Phone: 2540 1257 email: admin@multi-sport.com.hk

Marc Silva

Head Tennis Professional
Phone: 3511 8692 email: headtennispro@hkcc.org

JP Jorge

Senior Tennis Professional
Phone: 5339 1009
email: jpjorge@hkcc.org

Jason Lijewski

Senior Tennis Professional
Phone: 9653 2782
email: jasonlijewski@hkcc.org
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General Information

HKCC ………linking with the community
Dreamflight 1987-2013

She is a wheelchair fencer

A Dreamflight Reunion Party was held in the HKCC

medals than any other

Function Suites on 15th October. More than 50
Dreamflighters, their families, escorts and supporters

gathered together to recall their memorable holiday,
and to remember those who could not be there.

Alison Yu Chui Yee gave a wonderful speech about

how Dreamflight 1998 changed her life and inspired
her to achieve 7 gold medals and 2 silver medals in the
Paralympics in Athens, Beijing and London. She hopes

to be selected for the Paralympics in Rio de Janeiro in
2016 too.

and holds more Olympic
Hong Kong Olympian or

Paralympian. She works
part-time for a charity

which helps children in

China who have lost limbs.
Alison lost her leg to cancer when she was 11 years old.
She is an inspirational speaker and a wonderful
representative for Dreamflight and Hong Kong. We
wish her all the very, very best in her next Olympics.

The Hong Kong Dreamflight “family” from 1987 - 2013.

Alison Yu Chui Yee
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Gillian Conway – from British Airways,
one of the initiators of Hong Kong children’s
involvement in Dreamflight.

General Information

HKCC ………linking with the community

On 4 November 2013, the HKCC
hosted a site visit for students
of a Certified Bartender Course
conducted by Hong Kong
Confederation of Trade Unions
under the Employees Retraining
Board ("ERB"). Besides the
routine classroom training of
bartending techniques, the site
visit enabled the students to
acquire an in-depth view of a real
bar operation.

December 2013 The Pinkun
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General Information

ACTIVITIES
Check www.hkcc.org for more details on Activities

Adult

Timetable - December 2013

Aerobics		
Dori Dainton

2895-6453 or 9462-0352

Aerobic Kickboxing		

Karen Plowman

9644-4560

Bums, Legs & Tums		

Sandy Dodd

6334-5318

Group Fitness Classes		

Recreation Dept.

3511-8699

Pilates			

Jun Mabaquiano

9400-7523

Scottish Country Dancing

Joseph Schembri

9378-5380

Southern School of Dance

Marion Knight

2872-6917

Tai Chi and Qi Gung		
Cathy Wu
- call Recreation Dept.
			

3511-8698

Weight Watchers
Area Cooordinator Hong Kong
Kate Mahjoubian
katemahjoubian@gmail.com

6462-6559

Yoga		
		

Multi-Purpose Room

Sally Morris
sallyewigley@yahoo.co.uk

9229-7292

MONDAY
0915
1030
1145
1415
1900

-

1015
1130
1400
1845
2200

TUESDAY
0915
1030
1300
1445
1800
1930
2030

- 1015
- 1200
- 1430
- 1745
- 1900
– 2030
– 2230

Cricket
The Gappers 		

Call Recreation Dept.

3511-8698

The Ramblers (U14-U17)

Call Recreation Dept.

3511-8698

Junior Netball
Veronica Arnold		
ronarnoldhk@gmail.com
Southern School of Dance

Marion Knight

2872-6917
3511-8698

The Ramblers (U14-U17)		

3511-8698

Call Recreation Dept.

0915
1030
1200
1445
2015

-

1015
1130
1430
2000
2230

THURSDAY

Ten Pin Bowling
Sports Desk			

0915
1045
1400
1800
2015

-

1015
1345
1730
1900
2230

FRIDAY

		

For all information refer to Brochure 		
which can be collected at Reception

Junior Sports
Gymnastics
Gym For Tots
Swim Programme 2013
Group Coaching
Multi-Sport
		
Tel: 2540-1257 / Fax: 2609-1779
		
admin@multi-sport.com.hk
Parent and Baby Swimming
Adults Master Swimming
Adults Stroke Clinic
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Cardio Kick Fit
Tai Chi & Qi Gung Workshop
Table-Tennis
Ballet / Dance
Bums, Legs & Tums
Netball
Table-Tennis

WEDNESDAY

Junior

		

Bums, Legs & Tums
Pilates with Jun
Table-Tennis
Ballet / Dance
Scottish Country Dancing

0915
1100
1215
1445
1945

-

1015
1200
1430
1930
2230

SATURDAY
0900 - 1600
1615 - 1745
1800 – 2230

SUNDAY
0900 - 2230

Bums, Legs & Tums
Pilates with Jun
Table-Tennis
Ballet / Dance
Table-Tennis

Whole Body Circuit
Table-Tennis
Ballet / Dance
Bums, Legs & Tums
Table-Tennis (Team Practice)

Body Sculpt with Dori
Yoga for Adults
Table-Tennis
Ballet / Dance
Table-Tennis

Multi-Sport Gymnastics
Jazz Funk / Hip-Hop Dance
Table-Tennis

Table-Tennis

Please contact relevant Organiser for Christmas
Holiday class cancellations

Reciprocal Clubs
HKCC Reciprocal Clubs, Overseas
Australia

Canberra Club Ltd.
Melbourne Cricket Club
Queensland Cricketers Club
Royal Automobile Club of Australia — Sydney*
Royal Automobile Club of Victoria (RACV) Ltd.*
Royal Kings Park Tennis Club
Tattersalls Club, Sydney
Western Australian Cricket Association
The Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club, Melbourne

Canada

The National Club - Toronto, Ontario
Toronto Cricket Skating & Curling Club

China

Beijing Riviera Country Club*

England

Marylebone Cricket Club
Stoke Park Club*
The East India Club*
The Lansdowne Club*
The Naval & Military Club (The In & Out Club)*
The Royal Over-Seas League*
The St. James’s Club*
Lindrick Golf Club, Nottingham - New

India

Best Club, Bangalore*
Bombay Gymkhana
IBIZA- The Club*
India Tennis Centre*
Princeton Club, Calcutta
The Cricket Club of India, Mumbai*
Umed Club, Jodhpur*		

Indonesia
Japan

International Sports Club of Indonesia, Jakarta
The Yokohama Country & Athletic Club

Malaysia

Penang Club
The Kinabalu Club, Sabah
The Raintree, Kuala Lumpur
The Royal Selangor Club, Kuala Lumpur

Philippines

Manila Club Inc.
Nomads Sports Club, Manila

Scotland

The Royal Over-Seas League, Edinburgh*
The Royal Scots Club, Edinburgh*
The Western Club, Glasgow*

Singapore

Singapore Cricket Club
The British Club

South Africa

Kelvin Grove, Cape Town

Thailand

UAE

USA

Chiangmai Gymkhana Club
R.B.S.C. Polo Club, Bangkok
Royal Bangkok Sports Club
The British Club, Bangkok
The Dubai Country Club Ltd. - currently closed
University Club of Chicago

Affiliate Member Clubs:

Shanghai Cricket Club
Bickley Park Cricket Club, Bromley,
Kent, England

Stragglers of Asia, England
The Crusaders, Melbourne, Australia
"The Willows", Christchurch, New Zealand

IAC Reciprocal Clubs
AFRICA
Nairobi

Kenya

Capital Club East Africa

ARABIAN PENINSULA
Bahrain
UAE

Manama
Dubai

Capital Club
Capital Club

ASIA
China

Beijing
Beijing
Beijing
Hangzhou
Nanjing
Qingdao
Shanghai
Xiamen
Indonesia Medan
Korea
Seoul
Malaysia
Kuala Lumpur
Philippines Manila
Thailand
Bangkok
Phuket

Chang An Club
Manet Club
Summit Club
West Lake Meilu Club
The Heritage Club
The Peninsula Club
Shanghai Racquet Club
The International Club
The City Hall Club
Seoul City Club
Bankers Club
Tower Club
Cascade Club & Spa
Royal Phuket Marina Health Club

EUROPE
Denmark
Germany

Copenhagen
Berlin
Berlin
		
Berlin
Beuerberg
Bremen
Cologne
Duesseldorf
Neuberg an der Donau
Hamburg
Leipzig
Orsingen Nenzingen
Stuttgart
Poland
Czestochowa
Warsaw
Romania
Slanic Moldova
Spain
Barcelona
U.K.
London
Welwyn, Herts

IS Club
Berlin Capital Club
Berliner Golf & Country Club
Motzener See
Golfpark Schloss Wilkendorf
Golfclub Beuerberg e.V.
Havanna Lounge Bremen
Rotonda Business Club
Wirtschaftsclub Duesseldorf
Wittelsbacher Golfclub & Hotel
Golfanlage Green Eagle e.V.
Club International e.V.
Golf Club Schloss Langenstein
Business Club Schloss Solitude
Rosa Private Golf Club
Klub Polskiej Rady Biznesu
Vila Siam Boutique Hotel & Club
Barcelona International
London Capital Club
Brocket Golf Club

U.S.A.		
Georgia
Atlanta
		

Cuscowilla Golf Resort on Lake 		
Oconee

* Accommodation Facilities Available
•
•
•
•

Signing In
Method of Payment  
Maximum Length of Stay  	
Restrictions

This information may be obtained from HKCC Membership
Secretary, Clara Hung, on 3511-8616
Please note that Introduction Cards must be collected
from the Club’s General Office prior to your visit to these
Overseas Reciprocal Clubs
December 2013 The Pinkun
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Cricket

Update from Dom Bunning
Another successful month for the cricketers has seen
victorious excursions to Kowloon for the Fincher
Shield and Guangzhou for the international cricket 6s
tournament there (see full reports on following pages).
On the domestic front, most teams are well placed
as we enter the halfway Christmas period, with the
Optimists 2nd in the Sunday Championship, while the
Wanderers and Scorpions sit a little further back with
a 50% success rate from their completed fixtures. In the
Saturday standings, the Nomads are 3rd in Div 1 and the
Witherers and Ramblers 2nd and 4th respectively in
Div 2. Plenty to play for as the season continues.
The Wanderers came back down to earth with a bump
versus the KCC Infidels, going down by 20 runs, despite
a strong bowling performance. Dave Adnams, back from
long-term injury, and Simon Cook got the Wanderers
off to a great start with the ball, with Cook removing
their former international player cheaply, well caught by
Bond behind the sticks. But after another tight bowling
spell from Tim Cutler, the Wanderers drifted somewhat,
allowing the Infidels to post a slightly above par target.
Things got worse, as the top order failed and after some
consolidation in the middle order, there was just too
much to do for the lower order.
The Scorpions were able to put one over on the other
KCC side, with Matt Rafter and Quentin Sear claiming
three wickets apiece in bowling the Templars out for 175.
In reply, despite a tough start which saw the Scorps 33-3
and 64-4, Toby Brown’s 55 and 34* from Billy Henwood
saw the guys home. There was less to cheer about against
Millennium where, on a good deck and under beautiful
sunshine, none of the batsmen could kick on, despite
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good starts for Redmayne, Henwood, Brown and Rafter.
A wayward start with the ball saw the opposition rack
up quick runs, and despite a middle order fight back,
Millennium got over the line with two wickets in hand.
The Nomads continued their charge and lie 3rd in the
Saturday Div1 competition. Their latest victory saw them
pile on 339 in their 35 overs with 50s for Kym Graham,
Stephen Lowe, Stephen Hawinkels and Andrew Swan.
The bowlers then dismissed Taipan CC for 220 with
wickets for Brown, Jimmy Hargraves and Luke Rewega.
Pakistan Association followed, which saw a decent
bowling performance dismiss the opposition for 219 – 2
wickets each for Hargraves and “Buckles” McGettigan
this time. But despite runs on his return to HK for Mark
Edwards, as well as strong contributions from skipper
Paul Watkins, coach Scott McKechnie, Brown and Phil
Holmewood, the Nomads came up just 1 run short as
time ran out on them.
The Gap Ramblers were convincing winners versus
Pioneers with some incredible batting from Rich
DeGruchy with a massive 185, suggesting he could be
the key signing from the draft this season. David Varley
just missed out of 100, as the Ramblers set the opposition
a stonking 354. In return, wickets were shared equally
around as the opposition mustered just 184 in total.
The Witherers meanwhile had a strong win against CCC,
Mark “Wee” Ferguson leading the charge with a sublime
106 not out ably assisted by Mick Asthon’s 49. In reply,
Dave Adnams obliterated the top order, Sean Robson the
middle and despite some late resistance, the Witherers
confirmed their title ambitions in winning by 60 runs.

Cricket

Ricky “Tassie Tiger” Aitken
Cricketers gathered in the Long Room on Saturday
2nd November to bid Adieu to Club Head Ground
Manager, later Consultant, Ricky Aitken, who has been
involved with keeping the Gap green for thirteen years.
Ricky and family are returning to their native Tasmania
but, fear not, it isn’t “goodbye”, as he will be returning
from time to time to keep an eye on our greensward.

The Rake’s Progress – pictorial record of Ricky’s time at HKCC.

Seen in the Long Room
Two former England Test cricketers, fast
bowler Steve Harmison (Durham) and
“Freddie” Flintoff (England Captain,
Lancashire, Chennai Super Kings)–
standing left and right – recently visited
the Long Room to take part in an auction
of memorabilia.

CRICKET CHRISTMAS PARTY
Saturday, 14th December
Poolside
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Interview with Geoff Boycott

Geoffrey Boycott OBE (73), former Yorkshire and
England cricketer, commentator, was in town in
November as a guest of IP Global en route to the Ashes
Test Series.
Kieran Hale took the opportunity to meet this erudite,
controversial, opinionated, and above all passionate
‘giant’ of the Game. Here are some extracts from the
interview:
KBH: Do you have a particular highlight that stands
out?
“…..I think people will always remember my 100th
hundred, because it was on my home ground against
Australia. We won the match and I was the first person
ever to get 100 hundreds in first class Test cricket. 17
others got them in first class matches but I was the first to
get it in Test cricket and we won the game in 4 days…….
convincingly…. like a fairy story coming true, just one
of those special things that actually happen. Also, I think
my Gillette Cup innings in 1965, Yorkshire beating Surrey
in the Gillette Cup final in only its 3rd year on a very wet
pitch, and covering was poor in those days. We started
the match half an hour late; Brian Close said, ‘if we get
170, we will win!’ We got 300+ and I made 146 and it’s
still the highest score in a one day final!...that was a bit
special……”
What seems to be the way forward of ODI’s post Test
series?
“……I don’t think anybody knows what the future holds
but the game has always changed, it has never stayed
the same. Most people don’t realise we played 3 day Test
Matches to start, then 4 days, then 5 days, then up to
timeless Tests; they don’t work because they went on for
9-10 days and everybody got fed up with them. I think
14
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cricket has always mirrored the times. We live in an age
of everything instant; people want everything now and
to some degree can get it now via mobile phones and
internet. If you can tell me what life is going to be like in
30-50 years time, I will tell you what cricket is going be
like, one thing for sure - the pace of life is being mirrored
by the one day game and it is impacting Test Cricket….”
Do you believe that T20 is an appropriate form of the
game for the Olympics?
“…..I think T20 is just about right. By the time we get
to 2024, I don’t think the pace of life will have slowed
down and T20 mirrors the times. The style of cricket has
to be something that captures the imagination of those
countries that don’t play it as much like England and
Australia do. You are trying to get a global interest, so
you can’t sell a five day Test Match to people who are
very much getting into cricket in its infancy – you’ve got
to sell something that excites them, something that does
not occupy them too long, so I think it right to aim at T20.
Is it just too difficult to get Cricket established in
China?
“…….I don’t think you are going to progress cricket any
further with the Chinese or any country unless you get
it in the schools. Children have to play it, learn it, and
understand it at school and until that happens, you’re
wasting a lot of time and money!
Everybody wants heroes to support, both individuals
and teams and when Cricket is in the Olympics and on
TV, it will help.
However, it’ll make no difference if they are not learning
Cricket at school because all of us only watch things on
TV that we like and understand. Teams go over to China
to play cricket and promote the game, however, if it’s just

Cricket
a holiday, it’s not going to help. Cricket is about teaching
people to interact with people, learning how to pick
yourself up when you’ve had a bad day and got out for
nought, learning to accept success and defeat as a team
and the good manners that go with it. Cricket is a test of
character and that’s why the good schools of England
kept cricket more than any other sport. It teaches people
to be better people. It’s a short step but it’s a difficult
step.
Sheffield Shield is experimenting this season with 3
day/night matches. Is this therefore a way forward for
Test matches to boost attendances during week days?
I’ve advocated day/night Test Matches for the past
20 years. I’ve written books on it and have always
been rejected by the administrators who do nothing to
help the game. I could see 20 years ago when I started
commentating that crowds at Test Matches had started to
decline very quickly. England is the exception. We pay
exceptionally high prices for Test Match tickets and we
still fill our grounds with all others decreasing, even in
the powerhouse of India. You used not to be able to get a
seat at Calcutta; 100,000 seats, 10,000 outside queuing to
get in, now you are lucky to get 40,000 and that’s been
going on for a long time, It’s the same in West Indies and
New Zealand. When I played at Newlands, it was always
to full houses. Nowadays it’s never full unless England
are playing because the Brits bring 12,000 holidaymakers escaping the harsh winter. It’s a ridiculous
situation.
“When I was young, my holiday was a couple of days
at the Headingley Test Match, sat on a wooden bench
with sandwiches and a bottle of pop!”
It’s always the same excuse, we can put a man on the
moon but we can’t get a ball to stay white for 80 overs.
What they mean is that they do not care enough to do
something about it. ICC makes millions through TV, so
they should have been able to create a white ball to stay
white through 80 overs! If not, have a ball at each end so
each one only has to last 40 overs. If you think each white
ball will only last 30 overs, change them both after 60
overs when they have been used for 30 overs each.
It’s easy to come up with the excuse not to do something;
the clever people are those who are far sighted and
have an open mind to change. Day/Night Test cricket is
perfect for every country; we do it for ODI’s but not Test
Cricket.
A lot of administrators have said for too long we must
keep test cricket traditions. What traditions? Cricket has
always adapted, yet we have administrators all over the
world that cannot open their minds to change. We are
not hurting the game through Day/Night Test, the game
is hurt when the seats are empty. It’s no good saying we
are getting millions of dollars pounds from TV, no sport
is any good without people watching it live.

I personally believe that there is almost as much interest
in cricket in the countries that play regularly but
people don’t turn up as much because of busier work
commitments, alternatives such as golf, tennis, overseas
trips. When I was young, my holiday was a couple of
days at the Headingley Test Match sat on a wooden
bench with sandwiches and a bottle of pop!
Today, when the wife says…. listen, I want to go on a
budget holiday with the kids in the sun where I can put
my bikini on, lay under a brolly with one of those lovely
coloured drinks with a fancy parasol, with the kids
playing in the sand and you want to go to Headingley….
there is only one winner!
Day/Night Test Matches allow families to go together.
Family tickets are the way forward.
If you do not get this generation of kids interested, then
the next generation is finished. The administrators have
been lazy and have no will power. You can do most
things if you really want to, everything is possible, you
have to have a desire to do but there is no desire from
the administrators, they have taken easy money from
TV, they make millions from TV and it keeps coming so
they do not have to change. It’s killing the game slowly
so, by the time it does eventually die, the people that
caused it by doing nothing will be dead and cannot be
held responsible. They have taken a good living from the
game, had all the perks and done nothing to help it.
It’s not about having a seat on the Committee, it’s what
you do when you’re on it. I know Committee members
who turn up, get a tick and have lunch but how many
times have they opened their mouth with something
sensible or constructive, or stimulated debate. If all you
want to do is turn up and have lunch then it’s a waste of
time…..”
Finally, moving on to the Ashes, what is your predicted
result for the Ashes Series?
……’Tis easy to think England should be favourites,
because of summer2013, but 3-0 doesn’t tell the true story.
Nottingham and Durham tests could have gone either
way and we would have definitely lost at Manchester.
It shows a lot of character for our team to get home 3-0.
However, Australia is at home, more comfortable, more
settled, so it might turn out to be closer than we think.
Sport throws up unusual results, that is the beauty of it.
In summer, on paper, we should have been better, but
look and analyse, it did not quite go that way.
Post interview, Geoff took a trip down memory lane and
regaled me with wonderful stories of his dear friend, the
late, great, Mr. Brian Clough and, of course, our current
Club Patron, Mr. Mike Gatting. They will however
remain unrevealed!
It was an absolute pleasure to meet Geoff and reassuring
to know that his passion and opinions are as strong as
ever! - KBH
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Fincher Shield Report
by James Redmayne

On Saturday 26th October, the HKCC Premier League
team headed off across the harbour to face arch rivals
KCC, intent on bringing the Fincher Shield back to Wong
Nai Chung Gap. The HKCC side comprised a rich mix
of youth and experience, but above all, quality. The KCC
side, however, were no slouches containing the likes of
Ryan Campbell (ex-Australian international), Jamie
Atkinson (current Warwickshire staff) and Imran Arif
(ex-Worcestershire) alongside a smattering of the Hong
Kong international side - on paper they looked to be the
favourites.
TMac won the toss and, on a wicket that looked like
it would offer a bit to both bat and ball, decided that
HKCC would have a hit first. “When you have no idea
what to do, bat” were the inspiring words of wisdom
he imparted to the team on his return from the middle.
Everyone agreed that the key was getting through the
new ball and that batting would be much easier after the
first 10 overs. Sadly, the difference between knowing
what to do and actually doing it often has no correlation
in the wonderful game of cricket.
After the aforementioned 10 overs, Arif and Haider
had reduced HKCC to 15-3, with McMahon, Bright and
Kruger all back in the hutch, playing the 80s TV show
theme tune game. Redmayne and Watkins mounted
a brief recovery before they were both dismissed and
the innings was teetering at 78-5. At this point into the
breach stepped Scott “Tinder” McKechnie and Simon
“Chef” Cook to put together a 65 run partnership that
was to prove crucial in the context of the match. The
combination of Cookie’s clean hitting and Scott’s
aggressive running, pushed the score up to 143 when
Chef was finally castled for a quick-fire 47 off 40 balls.
Scotty marshalled the tail well and made a high class 54
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before being the penultimate wicket to fall. In the end
HKCC was all out for 176.
With an under par score, early wickets and scrapping
for every run in the field were crucial. The 11 Gappers
delivered to a man, with Cook and DJ striking early
blows to reduce KCC to 17-2. That brought to the
crease the opposition big guns Atkinson and Campbell.
Everyone at the Kowloon Cricket Club, both on the field
and watching, felt this was the partnership on which
the game would turn. The two players started brightly,
living up to their reputations with some clean hitting,
including one Atkinson shot off Cook that could only be
described as a top spin forehand for six over mid-on. Just
as they were beginning to look ominously settled, the
breakthrough came in the form of Tim “I can name every
bat sponsorship deal” Cutler who bowled Atkinson with
a sharply turning deliver that pitched on leg and hit the
top of off. With his wingman gone, the pressure was
firmly on the former green & gold / canary yellow man
and as Cook and Lamplough continued to take wickets
at the other end, he worked his way to a stylish 50 at
quicker than a run a ball. As the KCC total passed 100
with 6 wickets down, you always felt they had a chance
with him at the crease. And then it was “Giacomo time”
– the young quick bowler delivered a ball that tailed
in just enough to beat Campbell’s whirling blade and
trapped him plum in front. From then on, it was a matter
of time, with Cutler and Lamplough wrapping up the tail
for a total of 138, with the latter picking up impressive
figures of 7 overs, 4 for 20.
Having won on first innings, the HKCC side regrouped
on Sunday morning knowing that “all” they needed to
do to claim the silverware was avoid an outright defeat
by batting long. The top order started well and, despite

Cricket
losing Charlie Bright to an Imran Arif pearler, (rumour
has it Charlie was still in shock that they were allowed
to use a new ball for the 2nd innings), Kruger and
McMahon set the platform for a big total. Unfortunately,
after Krugs was unlucky to be given LBW with the score
on 73, the middle order failed to fire and HKCC quickly
found itself at 86-4. Skipper McMahon continued to hold
the innings together despite a torn hamstring that had
turned a darker shade of purple and made a high class
86 off 132 balls. Once he was dismissed with the score
on 126, further resistance came from Cook (again) and
Cutler and HKCC managed to post a score of 217, which
represented a lead of 255 with 35 overs left in the day.
This left the game fascinatingly poised. Given the big
hitters in their side, KCC clearly felt confident of chasing
down the target at a rate of just over 7 an over. Once
again, a tight start and top drawer fielding was required
from the boys in Blue, Red and Gold. Cookie and DJ duly
delivered with a controlled spell against a top order who
were treating the game like a 20/20 match. KCC were
rapidly reduced to 10-3 with “buckets” Ahan taking
two steepling catches at long off to remove both openers
and Redmayne, closely avoiding losing all his teeth to
a powerful cover drive from the dangerous Atkinson.
After the explosive start, KCC clawed their way back
with Ryan Campbell, once again, the key wicket. He
started strongly, finding the boundary with ease but after
surviving a sharp catching chance at mid-on, he finally
succumbed to the nagging length of Cookie and holed
out to, who else but “buckets” Ahan who took a fine
diving catch on the boundary. At this point the life was
sucked out of KCC and it was left to Cutler to wrap up
the tail and dismiss the hosts for 102.

leadership not to mention his constant words of technical
advice to the opposition batsmen. The team decamped
back to the Club for celebratory champagne, beer and
delicious meat pies generously donated by the Captain of
Cricket.
Finally, many thanks to all the HKCC Members who
made it over to the “North Side” to watch during
the weekend. Their support was, as always, hugely
appreciated by the players.

While the margin of victory (153 runs) may seem
comfortable, this was a match that ebbed and flowed
over two days and was only safe deep into the last
hour of play. A fine team performance, especially in the
field, combined with crucial contributions with the bat
from TMac, Scottie and Cookie. TMac was Man of the
Match for his stunning 86 in the second innings, his calm
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Guangzhou Sixes
Dan Kirk reports...

The Hong Kong Cricket Club made the quick trip over to
Guangzhou on the weekend of the 15th - 17th November
to participate in the Guangzhou Sixes Tournament
hosted by NForce. The Tournament comprised 16 teams
from geographical areas including Hong Kong, Shanghai,
Beijing, Korea and Guangzhou.
The HKCC squad consisted of Mark Wright, Tim Cutler,
Will Jones, Jonathan Cummings, Bob 'The King' Bettridge
and Dan Kirk and they didn't get off to the greatest of
starts. Narrowly losing the first game against Pudong
Power by 2 runs after failing to chase a total of 78, HKCC
then lost convincingly to the Guangzhou All Stars.
Despite lusty blows from Mark Wright (30) and Jonathan
Cummings, the Hong Kong side looked down and out.
However, HKCC bounced back on Saturday afternoon
defeating one of the other local Guangzhou sides
handsomely, after posting the day’s highest score of 84
in their 5 overs and restricting the opposition to a total
under 60 runs. Excellent bowling coming from everyone
on the field, and fine keeping from Jonathan Cummings
behind the stumps.
This win put HKCC into the semi final for the Bowl Cup
on the Sunday against the Guangzhou Challengers. Once
again, the now upbeat six posted an impressive total
of 76 with big hitting coming from Tim Cutler (35) and
innovative Dilshan Scoops being expertly applied by Will
Jones. With impressive bowling from Bob Bettridge, Will
Jones and Tim Cutler, the Challengers total was restricted
to 60 and HKCC were into the final of the Bowl Cup.
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Awaiting the Hong Kong side in the final were the
impressive Shanghai Hot Dogs who had also easily seen
off their semi-final opposition. With two wins from two,
the newly recruited captain, Will Jones, lost the toss and
HKCC were asked to bowl first. Once again restricting
the opposition to a chase-able target of 63, HKCC went
into the innings break, full of confidence. However,
disaster struck early. Man in form, Mark Wright, fell
early to a catch at deep mid-wicket and the giant, Tim
Cutler followed soon after. The weight of responsibility
fell to the captain and Jonathan Cummings who expertly
guided the Hong Kong side to within reach of the target.
Sitting on 62 runs, two away from victory with 3 balls
remaining, Jonty called an ambitious two to deep square
leg and was run out by the some distance. This set
the stage for young Dan Kirk, who calmly stroked the
winning runs and took the HKCC over the line to win
the Bowl Cup and ensure that the squad did not leave
Guangzhou empty handed.

Cricket

Junior News

The Nigel Stearns Trophy
The contest for the Nigel Stearns trophy took place on
26th October 2013. This is a match between Kowloon
Cricket Club (Kowloon) and Hong Kong Cricket Club
(HKCC) at which both Clubs, Nigel played. It is an
annual event when the best U13 teams from both sides
fiercely battle it out for this iconic trophy and title on
the hallowed turf of HKCC.
The match started at 8 a.m. The toss was won by
Kowloon and they put themselves in to bat. The batting
was slow but steady from Kowloon but the vital
wicket of the number one batsman was taken with an
excellent catch and overall fielding performance from
Neil Sadarangani. Wickets kept on coming at frequent
intervals for HKCC, but Kalhan Challa for Kowloon held
his nerve and hit a wonderful knock of 51. Ultimately,
the impressive bowling of Shawn Simon - with brilliant
figures of 2-23 - sent Mr Challa back to the shed. Equally
commanding was the bowling of Amaan Ismail who
took two wickets and had the best figures of the game
with 2-14. Kowloon finished with 122/7, a total that was
definitely within HKCC’s grasp.
After a quick turn around, Tej Sheopuri and Austin Gigi
came to the crease and got off to a flying start with the
scoreboard ticking over nicely. Austin put on a 50 run
partnership with Tej, before being run out in the 13th
over for a noteworthy score of 33. He was replaced by
Shawn Simon and, undeterred by the run out, the two
worked well together, enabling Tej to a well-earned 49.
Kalhan Challa proved that he was not just a batsman but

a bowler too, taking this vital wicket of the number two
batsman Tej, and ending up with the notable figures of
1-12. By this stage, HKCC could almost taste victory and
the job was very nearly done.
By the 23rd over, HKCC had sealed victory with a score
of 123-2, made all the sweeter by the fact that it was on
home ground. HKCC may have won convincingly but
the match certainly showed what an array of talent both
teams have.
May I just say a big thank-you to Mark Wright, Clare
Crewdson, and the supporting parents. It was a real
privilege for us to have the opportunity to play on such
an important occasion. I hope that this annual battle
continues to be fiercely fought for many years to come.
Harry Ledger, HKCC

HKCC Captain, Austin Gigi, accepts the Trophy from Mark Wright
December 2013 The Pinkun
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Grocer’s XI vs Tuxedos’ XI
Match Report from Ian Cochrane
Thursday 24th October

On a glorious October day at the Gap, with the ground
looking postcardesque (that grass is good enough for

Tasmania!) it was suitably apt to host what could be

argued as the most important match in Hong Kong’s
cricket calendar this season. The match was in honour

of Mark Eames. He leaves Hong Kong after 26 years to

drive the Coventry bypass (and hopefully find a way into
the town) – and has been a stalwart of HKCC, KCC and

CCC, always steady, hugely talented and a genuinely all

round good guy – a key part of the Hong Kong scene since
before time. Basically, part of the furniture - who are we
going to sit on now!!?

Watko and Sibraa, guile and maturity in Lamplough,
enthusiasm from Samson, Swoop, Lee and Styles and
youth and all round skill in Natasha (the prettier member
of the Miles’ cricketing duo playing in this match). And
then it all became clear why Miles was grinning from
ear to ear, despite the life threatening cold. There he was
leading out the team, which now included the tall and
still fit-looking Stewart Brew, shipped in all the way from
Australia (and anyway, Freddie Flintoff was still in Dusk
‘til Dawn!). I’m not proud to admit, but I secretly hoped
he was injured, preferably that lethal bowling arm. When
asked who that guy was, I suggested they might refer to
every honours board in the Club to find out.

Rodney Miles (suffering from a serious dose of man-flu)
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captain of the Grocers, won the toss and elected to insert

Unfazed and determined, Tuxedo captain Darren Tucker

the Tuxedos. No doubt confident that any score posted

opened with Hale. Hale departed early, not even waiting

would be chased down with ease when you have the

for the umpire to refer the LBW appeal to DRS. Kruger

likes of “man of the moment” Eames, proven batsmen

and Tucker, then set about building the innings. Both
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retired to the hutch with 30s under their belts and the

shock, 1 run short of their target and the crowd couldn’t

middle order of Crewdson, Jones, Cochrane and Burke

believe it. Down the other end, still unbeaten, still sure in

took the total past the 100 by drinks, with only 4 wickets

the knowledge that he did his part, Eamesy, as always,

down. Despite tight bowling and good fielding the

gracious in defeat shaking hands all round (and a bit too

runs continued to flow and after the break, the Cook

much hugging for my liking) thanking everyone for a

bludgeoned his way to retirement (just shows what 3

great game of cricket.

hours practice in the nets per week can do – never mind
the day job). The lower order (I still think Wrighty was

Post match drinks followed and Rodney Miles took the

batting too high at 9) brought up the 200 with Cribbin

opportunity to say a few words of thanks and good luck

and Marks, and it was only Tully failing to trouble the

to Mark and the family on their return to the UK. Unable

scorer (this backs up my theory that the only time you

to make the trip up to HK himself, his ‘roomie’ over the

should go to the gym is to tell your wife you are in the

years, Nigel Stearns, had penned some apt words which

bar!)

Rodney read out and in the hope that it will remind him
of some memorable times playing cricket in HK (in fact

So, the skipper returned to the middle to finish off the

around various parts of the world as well) Eamesy was

innings, taking the total to a very respectable 224. On the

presented with a combined memento of CCC and HKCC

fielding side, 8 bowlers shared the spoils, Lamplough

shields, tastefully mounted and inscribed.

came away with the best figures, Watko the deadliest arm
and Samson took first prize for looking cool in shades

M a n y t h a n k s t o t h e u p s t a n d i n g u m p i re s , M i k e

behind the stumps. Despite popular demand, Eamesy

Walsh, Jeremy Higgs and John Freeman, and to Justin

declined to bowl on the basis that he had a flight to catch

Fletcher for his high-tech scoring. Particular thanks

on Tuesday.

to strawberrynet.com for organising and sponsoring
the day. Thanks also to the Cook for producing (while

Clearly undaunted by the required 6.5 an over, skipper

playing cricket) a feast of pies that Gordon Ramsey

Miles and Eames strode to the middle with gusto. Both

would have been proud of, which were suitably wolfed

batted well, though Miles initially outscored the maestro

down by the players!

(maybe it is time to go??) and both clearly looking to
impress the selectors. The solid start saw both openers

The rest of the Eames family, Sarah, Rachel and Lucy

retire, with the middle order of Sibraa, Watkins and

(minus Lauren who was nominated to be the advance

Natasha maintaining momentum before and after drinks.

party to the UK) timed their entrance perfectly for the

By the time the first two wickets had fallen, the Grocers

food, avoiding any chance of having to watch any of the

were looking strong, needing 50 runs off the final 8 overs

cricket.

and all those wickets still in hand. And then the pressure
began to show with 6 wickets falling for only 20 runs and
the Grocers still needed 30 off the last 3 overs - the stage
was set.

From us all, Eamesy, we wish you “Bon Voyage”,

efficient central heating, warm beer and hope you find
the right junction off the Coventry by-pass. Let’s hope,

like that other top sportsman, Michael Schumacher
Cometh the moment, cometh the man!! Eamesy was not
going to crack under the pressure and, sure enough, in

(although his cricket is rubbish!) we will see you back
soon.

the penultimate over, defiant in the face of adversity,
the class came through and he belted three 6’s around
the ground (very unEamesyesque) to hand what looked
like certain victory to the Grocers. Surely only a run
a ball needed and Watko at the other end – this was
a done deal. Never one to seek the limelight, Eamesy
sneaked down the other end, leaving Watko with the
responsibility to get 2 runs off the last ball. Enter someone
who had clearly not read the script. Skipper bowls and
Jones, at square leg, takes the catch on the boundary and
that was it - the Tuxedos were victorious. Grocers were in
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Golf
Order of Merit
The winner for the men was the ever consistent Robert
Barber for the second year in a row. Bob Bettridge
finished runner up.
For the Ladies we had a new winner in Halijah Brewster
who just beat Caroline Shelley into second place.

Fine weather greeted the Club Championship - our
annual get together at Kau Sai Chau. Both courses were
in good shape, although there was a bit of wind around
to make the conditions a little tricky. Competition was
fierce for the trophy with 5 players finishing within
3 shots of each other. Congratulations goes to Fred
Sheu who just managed to come out on top, pipping
Andy Lui by one shot. Fine performances by Mark
Winstanley on the North, Eamonn O’Connell & Halijah
Brewster on the South also must be mentioned.

Club Champion – Fred Sheu

The evening was topped off with our annual dinner
w i t h M a r k Wi n s t a n l e y p r e s e n t i n g t h e a w a r d s
and Charlie Wood providing the never ending
entertainment.
Full Results as follows;
Club Champion
Fred Sheu with a gross score of 82
North
1. Mark Winstanley
2. Lee Hoi Yick
3. Charlie Wood

85 – 16 Net 69
92 – 21 Net 71
86 – 13 Net 73

South Men
1. Eamonn O’Connell
2. Stephen Knight
3. Robert Barber

89 – 24 Net 65
98 – 30 Net 68
89 – 18 Net 71

South Ladies
1. Halijah Brewster
2. Sa Manshing

100 – 35 Net 65
88 – 15 Net 73

Order of Merit and Winner South – Halijah Brewster

Andy Lui won the Longest Drive on the North; Ray
Kennedy won Nearest the Pin.
On the South, Halijah won the Longest Drive for the
Ladies, Robert Barber won it for the men, with Beryl
Hung and Ian Cochrane winning Nearest the Pin.
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Men’s Winner South – Eamonn O’Connell
2013 was another very successful year for the Golf Society
with over 100 people once again participating in our golf
events. My huge thanks to you all and I hope to see you
again in 2014.

Golf
New Venue

Golf Balls

We have recently acquired the use of an extra facility
for members to practise their golf.

We have recently purchased some
more HKCC logo golf balls. These
are available to buy through
Adrian at the cost of HK$225 per
dozen. Ideal for Christmas or
birthday gifts.

Located on the 9/F SHUM TOWER in Sheung Wan.
Members can book to use the Golf Simulator or the
Gym at the below rate.
Rate: HK$150 per hour (promotional rate) for both Golf
practice and Gym.
Opening hour: 8:00 AM - 10:00 PM, Monday to Sunday,
Booking: Tel: 2346 6278 or gworksgym@gmail.com
(24 hours advance booking is required)
I will also be available to teach there for Members'
convenience at the usual HKCC rate.

Re-gripping Service
As of December I can now offer a club re-gripping
service cheaper and more convenient then other outlets
in Hong Kong. From as little as HK$50 per club, I can
re-grip your clubs and return within 24 hours.
For more information on what is available please call
me or send email.

Below is the provisional Calendar
for 2014
Friday 17th January
Friday 21st February
Monday 17th March
Sat/Sun 17th & 18th May
Saturday 28th June
Saturday 26th July
Saturday 23rd August
Sat/Sun 18th & 19th October
Friday 21st November

MACAU (Chairman’s Day)
KAU SAI CHAU NORTH
DISCOVERY BAY
CHINA WEEKEND
KAU SAI CHAU SOUTH
KAU SAI CHAU SOUTH
KAU SAI CHAU NORTH
CHINA WEEKEND
KSC North/South
(Club Champs)

Matches
Friday 7th March
Sat/Sun 5th & 6th April

KSC NORTH (American Club)
LOTUS HILL (Football Club)

For enquiries concerning Golf lessons or forthcoming golf
outings e-mail golf@hkcc.org or contact me on 3511-8698 or
9722-2671
Adrian Waters
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Hockey

Men’s B team

The Ladies B team...
for 2013/14 brings together a combination of new faces,
returning players and talent that we have secured (or
otherwise "pinched") internally from other HKCC
teams.
We have a great team dynamic and, overall, an excellent
level of commitment from all players this year.

Men’s B had a cracking start to the season, using all
of the combined 836 years between the 19 players to
good advantage and were leading Division 2 after only
4 games. However, with many travellers in the team
we have settled for a more respectable 3rd place with 4
wins, 1 draw and 3 losses, all to younger, fitter Chinese
teams.
Div. 2 remains very tight with only 3 points separating
much of the Division...Goals have been at a premium
and goals against even tighter, showing the tight nature
of the teams. We are back up to strength for the rest
of this year and with 3 games to go before Xmas, can
look to secure 2nd place before the holiday break. New
players Matt Cook and Matt Lilley have injected some
youth into the team and the return of Tim Andrew is
very welcome.
Discipline is still a problem as the B squad, full of
Statler and Waldorf wannabies, will need to be dealt
with - otherwise we may see scenes similar to last
Sunday in the Premier match between Khalsa and
Punjab when the riot police were called...
All in all a great start otherwise and looking forward to
the remainder of the season.
Andrew Swarbrick
Men’s B Team Captain
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We started off solidly in out pre-league tournament,
finishing close runners-up in the division to Shaheen
B. Year to date league results have been largely
consistent over the course of the season with only
one game conceded so far. Our run of "draws" will
hopefully be put to rest as we find more routine
with team positioning and structure in play. Coach
Gen has assisted with this over the last few weeks.
We have brought out some of this stronger form in
our most recent game against current (undefeated)
division leaders, Phoenix A - a terrific match which we
ultimately were in control of and secured a draw.
We are currently placed fourth in the league and will be
looking to work our way back up the division ladder
during the course of the rest of this season.
Rebecca Ong
B Team Captain

Hockey

JUNIOR NEWS
The Term 1 courses for the Junior Hockey have got off
to a great start.
We have about 80 participants in this course, spread out
over 3 days, Monday, Tuesday and Saturdays.
We have a wonderful mix of participants from those
experienced Juniors to those picking up a hockey stick
for the first time and they are all making wonderful
progress at their skill level.
We started fresh with basics among the group and are
now in preparation for our first tournament that will
take place on 30th November.

Everyone is very excited about this tournament and it’s
giving us a goal to work towards.
We are also in the process of planning our very own
Cricket Club Challenge between HKCC and KCC,
which will be held on 15th December 2013. After a
busy morning of games, we will be hosting a little
Christmas party for all participants, so we have lots to
look forward to over the next few weeks.
Term 2 courses start on 11th January, so if you are
wishing to sign up your children, get in early before
your desired class is full!
Gen Frank
HKCC Head Hockey Coach

Ten Pin Inter-Section News
Well done to Rani Bharwani, Alex DeLaiglesia, Craig Fowler, Gen Frank, Mike
Hurle, Maninder Kalsi, Duncan Mackay and Andrew Swarbrick for representing
Hockey in the Inter-Section Ten Pin Bowling competition. We came up against
some strong competition in the form of Lawn Bowls and the Coaches - but made
it through to the group stages before falling short in the quarter finals.
The overall quality of bowling was impressively high with 150+ scores failing
on several occasions to secure the points against strong opposition. The quarter
final match ended in drama as Alex tied the match with the final bowl of the
night, before realizing we had lost anyway on pin countback.
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Hockey

Men in action!
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Lawn Bowls

A Message from Mark Taylor
Bowling Buddies
– “Tomorrow is
another day……”
This month we have a series
of short articles from the

noble captains of our three

sides, outlining their team’s

performances over the recently

and emphasizes the commitment of the section.

This season saw about 5 or 6 players taking part in all
18 games giving us more consistency than in the past.

completed premier league season.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all

us all out in the final reckoning. All three teams were in

off the bowling green. I am looking forward to a bigger

at the post.

From Andrew Gerrard

Snatching defeat from the jaws of victory it may have

“Second place is the first loser”

The season was a long, hard slog, which sadly caught

involved for their wonderful efforts this season on and

contention on the last day, and all three cruelly pipped

and better season in 2014.

been, but the men, ladies, short people and yes, even
Clifford, all went down fighting. The section as a whole
has done the Club proud and all involved can hold their

This is the story of the Men’s lawn bowls B team. A
heartbreaking tale of love, lust and loss.

heads high, sure in the knowledge of better things to

Vying for promotion, the team performed heroics

room doing his best Vivien Leigh impression).

distance of glory, only to be thwarted in the final game

come. (sobs, wipes tears from the eyes, and leaves the
Over to the captains then to tell their stories of woe and

why their leadership qualities even in defeat, have led to
all three being offered commissions in the Italian Army:
From Graeme Hand – The “A”Team
We started this season with the grand plan of
consolidating our position in 3rd division after being

elevated from the 4th division when we finished on top
of the table, winning the division, the season before.

during the season to put themselves within touching

of the season on the eightieth end. Our narrow defeat
meant that we were leapfrogged by Tseung Kwan O
and missed out on promotion. A day that had started so
brightly, ended in darkness.

Before the lights go out, I must thank a hugely
dedicated group of bowlers who committed
themselves, come rain, wind or shine throughout the

season. Who could forget Ricky Chan’s match winning

last bowl at Club De Recreio? Or Brian Hunter ’s

Playing 3 games away and then 9 on the trot at home,

comeback at SeaBirds? Or John Wright’s annihilation

finish, sitting on top of the table with 6 away games to

In truth, this was a hugely successful season, promotion

due to availability of the green, set us up for an exciting
come.

It came down to the last game, as it did with all HKCC
teams this year, and playing for promotion. Being 2

points behind second place at this stage saw us playing
away at USRC, a grass green, so giving us some hope

of a victory. We went on to win 6-2 but, the second side
also won 6-2 leaving us in 3rd position.
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Truly a remarkable effort to have been in this situation
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of Craigengower Cricket Club? Not I.

or otherwise, and we will come back stronger. My

thanks once again to a great group of young men who
are destined for greatness.”

Lawn Bowls
From Ladies Captain, Teresa Yung
“It was a tough season ! We started beautifully at home
and scored a few wins with 8-nil. Coming back from
the second half of the season, the Ladies were at one
stage, together with Men’s A and B, proudly sitting on
top of the league table.

Congratulations!

Debbie and Damian McDonald and son Jack
welcome an addition to their family - Charlie George

McDonald - born in Hong Kong, Saturday 9th
November at 10:01 a.m.

Hard luck when we started to play away for which

80% of the matches were on synthetic greens - not our
strength. We lost a few but managed to get some points

playing against some strong teams at Victoria Park, Ap
Lei Chau and Tai Po.

Thank you Ladies, very well done!
Graeme and Ian Marriott promised to host a lawn

bowls boot camp during the season break, to keep us in

shape. Ladies, watch this space and get yourself ready.
Good luck !”

Hong Kong International Bowls Classic 2013
Sunday 17th November saw the thrilling close of the

The Club officially hosted the team of Lorraine Malloy,

in Kowloon. Maria See, Connie Chung and Gordon

Scotland. Lorraine took the Ladies’ Singles title and

2013 International Bowls Classic held at various venues
Chan from the Hong Kong Cricket Club battled

through the qualifying rounds to take their place
amongst some of the best bowlers in the world in the
main event and although none quite made the finals,

all performed extremely well, with Gordon taking line

honours with a memorable victory over eventual pairs
winner, Rob Grant of Scotland and Maria, not outdone,

with a victory over Annalisa Bellamy of England.
Connie was unlucky enough to meet the eventual

Anne Dunwoodie, Rob Grant and Ian Mclean from

then, with Anne, reached the semi-finals of the Pairs
competition. Rob and Ian dominated the second week

and took the Men’s Pairs title in dramatic fashion. Not
sure if dining in the Willow Room or playing the odds

at Happy Valley had any effect on performance but it
was a pleasure to host them and we look forward to
them returning to defend their titles next year!!
Glyn Davies

Ladies Singles Champion in the first round but went
down fighting.

and at the Races

Scotland – on the green
December 2013 The Pinkun
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1st Floor, Parker House, 72 Queen’s Road C.
Tel. 2522 7856, 2522 7944

Be inspired
Weight Watchers® fits around your life,
not the other way around! Find out how
flexible our weight loss plan really is.
Join Weight Watchers today!
Please join us
The Hong Kong Cricket Club
Meeting times
Thursdays 10am (check signage for room assignment)
Visit www.weightwatchers.com.hk or call 2813 0814 for
meeting details and current schedules.

CHRISTMAS CARDS AVAILABLE AT
ESCAPADE $5 per pack of 5!

HONG KONG
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Netball

From Netball Convenor,
Amanda Parker
With just 3 more games to go

streamline administrative tasks such as the collation

we’ve had a strong start to the

behind-the-scenes work more efficient and simpler

till the end of the 1st round,
season with almost all of our 7
teams placed in the top 4 of the
results ladder.

A number of Club Netball

of scores and RSVP’s to our events and make the
to implement. Work is still in progress, but you will

notice a huge change, particularly in the Juniors site
(previously just one scroll down page) with a cleaner
layout and lots more functionality.

juniors will be participating

Looking forward to our annual Christmas party which

Sports programme. Leigh Jones is the Hong Kong

though with partners in tow and scheduled for a Friday

in a series of three seminars as part of the Junior Elite
National Rugby Coach who is highly regarded by
our own coaches. The sessions, focused on sports

psychology, will cover topics such as goal setting,

is always a great way to kick off the festive season,

night, Amin’s Netty Bootcamp class may be looking a
little thin, come 9 a.m. Saturday morning!

imagery, self-talk, relaxation and anxiety. We will look
forward to hearing back from some of our girls on how
the sessions went!

Many thanks to both Emma

Bibby (Seniors Committee) and,

in particular, Kerry Derbyshire
(Juniors Committee) who are
working hard to rejuvenate our

HKCC Netball website page.
The hours they are volunteering

are saving our section and the

Club thousands of dollars while
providing a much improved

web interface. The ultimate
goal is to give players access to

a larger amount of information,
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Netball

MEET THE DRAGONS !
Hnin Brockwell (Hnin Saing – Vice Captain)
Nickname: The Claw

Hometown: Rangoon, Burma. Has lived in
HK for years (ESF brat!)

Playing positions: GD/WD/GK….anything
other than having to shoot!

Years played: Played throughout school….

then an 18 year gap(!) before playing for
HKCC.

Worst sporting injury: Torn back ligament

from sneezing -- does that count?! Put me out
of netball action for weeks (morphine works
wonders though!)

The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time
The 2013/2014 Dragons are a mix of old Dragons and

is…I am the most vociferous soccer mum in the

We have had an inconsistent start to the season, with

netball court!

into the wins we need. As the season progresses we are

lovely ladies around?

will be able to turn those magic quarters into full games!

Coralie Thomson

new players who fortunately all became instant friends.

neighbourhood -- follows on from my shouting on the

some fantastic quarters but not always converting these

I love Dragons because…is there any better team of

improving with more playing time together and know we
Go Dragons!

Nickname: Cozza/Cozzy

Olivia Meo (Captain)

Playing positions: C/WD

Nickname: Liv to the netball girls and any Aussie I
meet, and Poppy to family and old friends
Hometown: Wellington, NZ

Playing positions: GA/WA/C

Years played: On and off for 24 years. My University
years were spent playing 6-a-side mixed indoor netball
where most of my bad netball habits originate!

Worst sporting injury: A horribly dislocated finger

sticking out at a right angle during a netball game. One

Hometown: Diss, Norfolk, UK
Years played: 20 odd!

Worst sporting injury: A skiing accident that lost me a
front tooth.

The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time is…
spend far too much time on Daily Mail Showbiz!

I love Dragons because…we have the nicest team in the
league! Apart from the occasionally bit of on-court rage
directed at our opposition!

of my teammates stepped forward and snapped it back

Name: Kristin Williams

have also broken two bones and shattered the joint.

Hometown: Auckland, NZ

in…which turned out not to be the best thing when you
The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time is…
watch Bondi Rescue marathons.

I love Dragons because…we have great team spirit!
Our winning streak is just around the corner!

Nickname: Kris, Rissy or Hoddie
Playing positions: WA/WD/C

Years played: Around 14 years with a few breaks in
between

Worst sporting injury: A torn achilles tendon resulting
in a cast for 6 weeks.

The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time is…
watch far too much E-tv!

I love Dragons because…we are an awesome bunch of
girls with the desire to win and have fun at the same
time.
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Netball

Meet more Dragons
Name: Jenny Lovegrove
Nickname: JB, Jenny bird and Jen
Hometown: Whangamata, NZ
Playing positions: GD/GK
Years played: On and off for 28 years
Worst sporting injury: Sprained ankle
The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time is…
xxx
I love Dragons because…I love the Dragons girls!
Name: Kimberly Dales
Nickname: Kimmi, Slice & Money
Hometown: Mt Martha, Victoria & Cremorne, NSW,
Australia
Playing positions: WA/WD/C
Years played: Ten
Worst sporting injury: Competitive surfboat rowing,
which resulted in many injuries such as concussion and
an injured tailbone. I have terrible sinus issues that
result in me having to blow my nose frequently!!
The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time is…
I have terrible sinus issues that result in me having to
blow my nose frequently!!
I love Dragons because…we have the friendliest team
in the league but we get aggressive when needed at
opposition.
Name: Kate Pallett
Nickname: Kato, Riddles
Hometown: Hong Kong and Perth, Western Australia
Playing positions: WD/GD
Years played: Fifteen+
Worst sporting injury: A broken arm during a very
rough game of netball.
The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time is…
sing in the shower!
I love Dragons because…the chicks rock!
Name: Rhian Anderson
Nicknames: Rhirhi, Camel or Andy
Hometown: Hong Kong all the way!
Playing positions: GA/GS/GK
Years played netball: 9
Worst sporting injury: Partially tore a ligament in my
shoulder when surfing!
The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time is…
find weird new food combinations such as apple juice
and chicken nuggets.
I love Dragons because… we are the nicest team,
though we do need to get a bit aggressive against our
opponents sometimes!!

Name: Alex Allum-Pearce
Nicknames: Alex, Lex, Lexi
Hometown: Cambridge
Playing positions: C/WA/GD
Years played netball: 8
Worst sporting injury: Breaking my fingers
The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time is…
paint iPhone chargers with nail polish.
I love Dragons because…we are a great team!
Name: Sara Lynch
Nickname: Sars (which is rather unfortunate living in
HK!)
Hometown: Melbourne, Australia
Positions: GS/GA
Years played netball: 20+
Worst sporting injury: does falling off a table while
dancing count? Black eye playing waterpolo.
The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time
is…playing a daggy radio station from home (on the
Internet radio) and singing and dancing around to
plenty of rock ballads and cheesy music wishing I
could have been a rock star!!
I love Dragons because…of the instant friendships
made and the support both on and off the court.
Name: Beck Federici
Nickname: Beck/Fedders/Beckfed
Hometown: Vincentia, NSW, Australia
Positions: GA/GS/WA
Worst sporting injury: Knee (motorbike accident)
The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time is…
organise my wardrobe.
I love Dragons because…the Dragons are such a fab
bunch of girls!
Name: Viv Williams
Nickname: Ian / Willy
Hometown: Kibworth Beauchamp, Leicestershire
Playing positions: GD/GK
Years played: 20+ years
Worst sporting injury: Collided with a guy whilst
skiing and snapped his prosthetic leg off!!
The most embarrassing thing I do in my spare time is...
collect sand from all the different beaches I go to on
holiday.
I love Dragons because... we're an awesome bunch of
girls who get on really well.
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Netball

Junior News
The HKCC HAWKS get off to a FLYING start!

NETBALL fans saw some explosive action at Fa Hui
courts on Saturday 26th October, as the HKCC
HAWKS U10’s took the court for their first games
of the tournament!
The HAWKS played an AWESOME three games,
experiencing the full range of emotions with a terrific
WIN, a Draw and a hard fought Loss!
In the spirit of good sportsmanship, fun and competition,
the HAWKS loaned players to other teams, and
supported their new players on the court.
Jacinta Lau was one of those new players and had this to say:
“It was my first netball game. It was kind of hard but I
was very excited to play. My favourite position was GA
because I can run a lot and shoot. I got some goals in and
I was very happy. I played C for my first game and I felt
nervous because I had to start with the ball. I can't wait to
play my next game.”
Julie Lau, Jacinta’s mum, was running a little late, she
describes the action on the court when she arrived:
“The girls were down 3-0 v. ESF, but finished with a draw,
it was amazing how well they played as a team for the
first time and never gave up. A win, a draw and a loss....
not a bad result. Very proud of all the girls, they played
extremely well with great attitude. Thanks Gail, Ron,
Claire & Janice for a wonderful job in training the girls
over the past year”
It was the first game for Kala too; this is what she had to say:
“It's my first ever netball game and I really enjoyed it. I
love my team for they are nice and fun. I think we played
very well for our first match together and I had also done
my best.”
Claudia Turner (age 9), played her favourite position she commented:
“I loved playing with the team on Saturday because I got
to be in my favourite position, GA, and shot lots of goals!
When we were playing against AISHK and I was GA, the
GD was so much taller than me that she was able to reach
over my head and get the ball. That was a tough game!”
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Alana Winstanley loves playing netball, and tells us what
the HAWKS means to her:
“I loved playing netball, it was so much fun because we
got to play every position. 'HAWKS' stands for Heroic,
Athletic, Kind, Spirits! Go Hawks!!!”
Isabella Gross told us about her excitement as a first time
player:
“I watched as the ball fell through the net …we scored and
I was thrilled! Playing for the first time with the HKCC
Hawks was an awesome experience!”
Despite exhaustion, Charlotte Coate can’t wait to get
back on the court:
“I thought the netball game was really great! It was very
exhausting but it was fun...I can’t wait for the next one.”
Grace Early really knows what makes the team tick; she
shares her observations for the winning formula:
“I think the Hawks are an awesome team because we are
co-operating”
Holly Mei Mulcock has her priorities in order: Having
fun and making friends; she shares her thoughts with us:
“I really enjoyed playing netball and making new friends.
I love my new netball kit and can't wait for our next
game.”
Everyone wants to get back on the court! Well, the good
news for the girls was that the next games were on 23rd
November!

Netball

FLYING HAWKS

CONGRATULATIONS to:
Chincia and Kristoffer Harvey on the arrival
of daughter, Mia, weighing 4.15 kg, on 23rd
October 2013.

Marina and Chris Sherer who welcomed
Emma Catherine on 14th November, weighing
6 lbs 6 ozs.
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CLEAN 9
The path to a cleaner, healthier, happier you.
Cleanse your body and obtain a leaner you. This
easy to follow 9 day program will kick start your
weight loss plan and get you on a path to a
healthier you. Lose weight a healthy and
balanced way using aloe vera based products.
Forever Living’s pure aloe vera is full of
vitamins and essential amino acids that the
body needs to cleanse, rejuvenate and
revitalise.

Once you see how simple it is to achieve success
with the Clean 9, you can continue to use Forever
Living Products to sustain on-going good health.
Maintain a healthy body the natural way.
For further information
T: 9473 4004
E: foreverlivinghk@gmail.com
www.foreverlivinghk.myflpbiz.com
www.facebook.com/groups/Clean9andForeverLivingHK

We collect and deliver your car
FREE OF CHARGE (Subject to distance)
We provide good quick repair service at reasonable prices

Our Competitive Labour Charges:–
From
Lubrication Service

$

190.00

Tune Up Engine

$

720.00

Engine Decoke & Grind Valves

$

2000.00

Engine Overhaul

$

5000.00

Brake System Overhaul

$

1000.00

Clutch Mechanically Overhaul

$

1500.00

Air Condition Freon Recharge

$

400.00

Alternator Overhaul

$

600.00

Starter Motor Overhaul

$

600.00

ALL REPAIRS WITH THREE MONTHS GUARANTEE

Our Business Hours
8am-6pm, Mon-Sat & Public Holiday
Our 24 hrs. Emergency Towing Agent
“We Tow Towing” 6128 0999
Please call us at 2565 6166 FAX: 2856 1047
E-mail address: fookie@netvigator.com

FOOKIE MOTORS CO. LTD.
Shop 7, G/F, Paramount Building,
12 Ka Yip Street,
Chai Wan, Hong Kong.
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Rugby

Earlier this year, the HKCC Babes Rugby team toured
to Cebu to play against the Cebu Dragons. This was a
fantastic opportunity for our girls to see the strength
that is building at the grass roots level of Asian rugby
and to be a part of its development.
Recently, one of our players gathered up donations
of rugby kit and personally delivered it to the Cebu
Dragons for use amongst their teams as well as with the
groups of children they work with. Here’s what she had
to say about the experience:
“What a delightful moment to receive a thank you
message from the Cebu kids.
They may be living on just the bare minimum, they may
be under privileged, they may not even have sports gear
for exercise….. but we all have one thing in common.
RUGBY!! We all love rugby and we all put ourselves out
there to play the game.
HKCC Babes Cebu tour brought me to meet these
wonderful kids early this year. I believe they are all the
future of Asian Rugby as they have so much heart for
the game. Having seen them running in their normal
t-shirt and jeans and often without shoes, tackling each
other under the hot bright sun and then picking up their

torn apart tops after training or games and reminding
themselves not to wear a nice t-shirt next time……
I already knew what to do. Thank you for all the
donations from different clubs and people in Hong
Kong. I brought them loads of used rugby kit. From
their photos, I know that they are happy and they will
continue playing rugby for a long time – hopefully
achieving glory for their country and themselves.
I would like to express my gratitude to HKCC for
providing me the opportunity to meet these children and
I hope there will be more such occasions to come in the
near future.”
Diana Li
HKCC Babes Player
(It is understood that the Cebu Dragons and Kids
escaped the main fury of Typhoon Haiyan which ravaged
parts of Cebu in November)

HKCC Rugby would like to congratulate Emma and
Alex Leeds on their selection to the National U19s’
Women’s programme. We wish them both all the best.
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HKCC Rugby - 2013/14 Season Update – So Far So Good…

Leighton Asia HKCC 1XV

Matt Lamming one-on-one vs. DEA at King’s Park

We are already one third of the way through the Hong

Leighton Asia HKCC “Freeze” (3XV)

Kong domestic rugby season, and Leighton Asia HKCC
Rugby has got off to a fantastic start, particularly in the
top-flight.

The 3XV are currently sitting in fourth position on the
National League 2 table, behind two HK Football Club
teams and DEA Tigers. Having scored more points than
any other team (118), if the Freeze can tighten up their

Leighton Asia HKCC 1XV

defence and keep scoring at this rate, it will be another

Andy Hall’s First XV are undefeated after the first round

successful season for Guy Williams’ boys.

(of three) of the Premiership competition. The 1XV have
scored more points (157) and more tries (22) than any
other club and also have the best points difference in the
league. With a game in hand over most other clubs, the
1XV have firmly cemented themselves at the top of the
Premiership table – keep up the good work men!
Leighton Asia HKCC “Exiles” (2XV)
Ian Wilson’s Second XV are also topping their ladder,
having won six of their first seven games, also top points
(254) and try scorers (37) in their division. With Kowloon,
Football Club and Valley all nipping close at their heels,
the National League 1 competition is going to be a tight
race this year.

Tom McQueen going forward in DEA traffic
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Tom Marshall makes a break against DEA

Jamie Robinson making yards against Kowloon

Rugby
have found consistent form yet this season. Gary Stevens
and the 5XV boys are making good strides every week
and building as the season progresses, so this race is still
wide open.
Leighton Asia HKCC “Babes” (Ladies X)
The HKCC Babes are playing in the ten-a-side ladies
competition this year and have won two of their opening
six games. Darren Cartlidge’s girls are currently sitting in
seventh spot out of ten teams. In a league where no team
is without loss, the Babes’ mid-table status is a great start
T-Mac rounds a Kowloon forward at Aberdeen

to the season ahead.
The full upcoming fixture list for all HKCC teams

Leighton Asia HKCC “Force” (4XV)

is published weekly on our external website -

Jeremy Nesbitt’s Force have won two of their first six

www.pitchero.com/clubs/hkccrugby/ We encourage

matches, but with a couple of very narrow losses, it could

HKCC Members to come along and support the teams,

have been a very different season to date. The National

particularly as we progress towards the business end of

League 3 is a very tight competition again this year, so

the season in the first quarter of 2014.

the Third XV are still very much in contention for finals
glory next February.

We will keep you updated on our progress in the next

Leighton Asia HKCC “Raiders” (5XV)

then.

The Raiders have won one of their opening five matches
in National League 4 - a competition where few teams

Pinkun – let’s hope we are still in such great shape

Ben Garland

The Exiles (2XV) before the French Top 14 curtain raiser vs. Valley
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It’s that time
of the year again.
Pamper yourself with the best apparel /
equipment for your sport. With Xmas and New
Year just around the corner, come and shop for
your special ones or yourself or both! Save up to
50% on selected items. Sale items include:

...and many more!

Squash

Notes from the Convenor
By the time you read these notes, two key events will have taken place.
Wing Ding (see report on next page) is the annual event hosted by HKFC and is a big
contributor to Operation Santa Claus. Traditionally, Squash section members have
put in a squad, in fancy dress, to take part in the tournament and raise money for the
Charity.
As part of this event, we held a mini Wing Ding in the courts earlier this month
and raised over HKD10,000 for the Charity. Special thanks to Mike Openshaw and
Lorenz Zimmerman for organizing the event and for leading our effort in the main
Wing Ding tournament.
The annual Squash Ball took place on 30th November. This year’s theme was
‘The Oscars’! – Report in the next issue.
18th January 2014 will see us put on our ‘World Cup’ event. 8 teams will
compete for prizes under national flags in a ‘speed squash’ format –
Steve Ellis

Junior Summer League
With much pride, we report the news of our HKCC
Juniors who participated in the Hong Kong Squash
Summer League in Division 10 - as an ALL JUNIOR team.
This is a first for us and it was with some trepidation
we enrolled the team at the start of the season, as
the summer league is an adult league. However, we
felt our Juniors had progressed enough in the Junior
Development Programme that has been running for two
years to put them to the test.
The Summer League lasts ten weeks over the summer
holidays, so there was plenty of opportunity for the
players to gain valuable experience in competitive squash
matches, but our challenge was fielding a full team each
week as players went off on family holidays during this
period. However, we were able to field a full team every
week.
The other challenge at the start of the season was finding
the away venues, as these were played in a diverse
variety of little known venues around town, mostly on
Kowloon side, and we’d like to thank the parents for
their support in helping us with the logistics of this,
in particular Ingjered Ytterdal, Dinaz Advani, Dawn
Lacamp and Andrew Ho.
We also proudly add that the Juniors not only played
very well and held their own against adult players but
also conducted themselves in an exemplary fashion on
and off court.

At the end of the season the
e ff o r t s w e re re w a rd e d w i t h
the HKCC team coming 1st
Runners up in their division.
Congratulations to our team
members, Harriet and Trevor Ho,
Lucas Lecamp, Tanya Advani ,
Lars Ytterdal, Riaz and Scott Murray and Fredrick Low.
With Dick Lau, in charge of the new Juniors Development
programme and taking this to the next level, we expect
extremely good results in the Main League which started
in September ! Enquiries to participate in the Junior
Development Programme to Dick Lau via the Club or
dicklau@hkcc.org 9010 6770
Andrew Ho, Junior Captain and Eleanor Sackett, Ladies
Captain.
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Squash

Wing Ding 23rd November 2013
Once again, the HKCC Squash Section were able
to sponsor a team to participate in the Wing Ding
Squash tournament, a traditional event held each year
to raise funds for Operation Santa Claus. In 2012, the
Wing Ding tournament participants together raised a
staggering HK$1,814,209 in one afternoon of squash,
contributing almost 10% of the entire Operation Santa
Claus appeal, and were the 3rd largest donor overall,
beaten by only 2 large corporate institutions. The final
results for 2013 have not yet been released, but we are
hoping for another great year 2013.

HKCC team

For those readers unfamiliar with this event, a little

The team this year were assigned the colour “GOLD”

background: this top-flight, rib-tickling tourney, now

for their costume. Some of the players had experience

in its 15th year, started as a way to celebrate the life of

of earlier tournaments where they had been obliged to

YUEN Kam-Wing “Wing”, a physically disabled Urban

wear very tricky costumes (PLA infantry, saucy sailors,

Council Squash Centre employee who passed away in

cavemen, Irish leprachauns all spring to mind) so we

1998. A substantial amount of money has been raised in

decided this year to resist the temptation to dress up as a

Wing’s honour throughout the years. In fact, since 2003,

ravishing Cleopatra or mid – 70s Elvis and instead go for

the Wing Ding tournament has raised an astounding

a simple gold waistcoat over our squash kit. The more

HK$ 6,089,072.82 for Operation Santa Claus.

elaborate the costume, the harder it is to play (and the
sweatier we get….).

This unconventional annual charity event collects muchneeded funds raised through public donations, auction

The team as a whole put in a great effort against some

items and entrance fees. It takes place at HK Football

extremely strong competition and each of the players,

Club, and consists of 14 ten-player teams who don

individually, won some tough matches.

outrageous costumes while facing a full day of wild and
demanding squash. The twist? Every contestant must

In terms of funds raised by the Squash Section through

play for nearly 40 straight minutes as they constantly

donations and the sale of raffle tickets: we have already

dart off to a new court and go up against a different

raised over HK$50,000 and are looking to increase that

challenger when each game ends. Also, each team gains

figure over the next couple of weeks.

extra points for wearing inventive costumes. In recent
years, spectators have been treated to many unusual and
unforgettable sights, such as a Santa impersonator first
taking on a grass-skirted “Pacific Islander” opponent,
then challenging a pantyhose-clad cross-dresser before
moving on to facing up against a shameless soul in a
revealing leotard framed in a pink boa!
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Squash
The brave competitors this year from the Section were
Claire Kwan, Simon Davies, Steve Dare, Patrick Wang,
Francois Dubois, Vishal Bhammer, Stuart Wilson, Jon
Zonis, Hugh Dyus, and our very own coach, ex HK
champion Dick Lau. The team benefited, if we may say
so, in no small way, from the inspirational leadership
of their co-captains Lorenz Zimmermann and Michael
Openshaw.
FINALLY, we are still taking in donations for Wing Ding,
so if any reader would like to contribute to the Operation
Santa Claus appeal, they can do so directly through their
membership account. Please contact Lorenz Zimmerman
(t: 6742 2724; or email: lorenzpzgmail.com) or Michael
Openshaw (t: 92717259;
or email tanopenshaw@yahoo.com) for further
information.
Lorenz Zimmermann / Michael Openshaw

Dreamflight Christmas Cards
are now available from Escapade at HKCC

FOR SALE AT $5 PER PACK OF 5!
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Table Tennis

Table Tennis and Injuries

Table Tennis is not really known

2) W h e n y o u a r e u s i n g m o r e

3) A n o t h e r p r o b l e m I ’ v e

for its injuries. It is not seen as a

than one ball (i.e. in multi-ball

witnessed before are players

highly intensive sport by some, but

drills) remember to keep an

slipping due to water being

moreover, it is a non-contact sport.

eye on the ones on the ground

spilled on the floor. I’d advise

Therefore, we really don’t hear

and make sure they are not

all of you to try to keep the

many table tennis players suffering

close to where you are playing.

water bottle far away from the

from career-ending or even life-

Stepping on a ball does not

table and playing area.

threatening injuries, as we do from

only break it, but could also

say basketball, football or rugby.

give you a pretty serious ankle
sprain.

One rather rare example would
be Guo Yue, the 25-year old fourtime Olympic Medallist from
China. Guo was playing in the
National Games in China back in
September, and fell to the floor
during a match.

Sources say she

had reportedly dealt with vertigo
in the past.

It was later reported

that she had apparently strained
her neck while stroking the ball.
From my past experience with
table tennis, here are a few tips
I would give to prevent injuries
and accidents in relation to table
tennis:
1) A l w a y s s t r e t c h a n d w a r m
up. It is common knowledge
that it would be unwise to go
into a game, or even a practice
session without properly
warming up. When I used to
play competitively, our coach
would always lead with 10-15
minute warm up sessions, and
yes – it does make a difference
to your gameplay.
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Having said all that, Table
Tennis is a fantastic sport
and very safe in the grand
scheme of things.
On
that note, I strongly urge
any
interested
players
(competitive or casual) to
participate in our annual
Covenor’s Cup, which will
be held in late December
this year. The application
form will be enclosed with
this issue of The Pinkun.
Felix Tang

2009 CLUB CHAMPION
2010 CLUB CHAMPION
2011 CLUB CHAMPION

Tennis

A NEW TENNIS MUSICAL COMEDY
A Big THANK YOU from Convenor,
Debbie See
What a Fantastic evening!!! Thank you all, for your
participation in the madness that is the Annual Tennis
Ball!!!
Apologies if I am repeating myself, but we all have to
thank those wonderful people who contributed their time
selflessly to organize the Ball and making it so much fun:
Lucy Chow and Fiona Borch, THANK YOU for all
your time and support, getting all the prizes organized
from all the teams, sponsoring the prizes yourselves and
arranging the rental of the karaoke set and the rest of the
other endless tiny details for the event. Special thanks to
Lucy for the purchase of the “unmentionables” for the
evening - if you know her, you will know it was a very
BIG effort on her part to do so.
Susan McCullough, THANK YOU for getting the prizes
organized from the restaurants.
P h i l a n d Ta m a L u n g , T H A N K Y O U f o r t h e
entertainment at the top of the list, the fantastic prizes
and decorating. Thank you for bringing Noah to help yes, we have to start them young!
Neale and Sarah Anderson, THANK YOU for the Quiz,
the decorating and for the great performance by Men’s B.
The Quiz was really fun - thank you for stepping in last
minute with the great material.
Paul Grotowski and Chris Harford, THANK YOU
for the prizes, the sponsorship and the time you have
contributed to our Section.
The above are your Tennis Committee members who
selflessly contributed their time to the running of our
Section and making sure that we have a blast at the Ball!!!
Special mention to Sarah Gold and Mary Henderson
for helping us with the Raffles. As Sarah said “my
methods were a little questionable but it paid off!”.
THANK YOU for being so sporting and for starting the
lap dance of the nite!
For those of you who did not attend the Ball, you
missed the wonderful performances of our ladies and
gentlemen…mostly gentlemen.

The Men’s D, represented by four of their members,
m a d e a n e n t r a n c e w i t h t h e s o n g “ We A re T h e
Champions”, in honour of their undefeated record
this season. Malcolm Keys, the captain, managed to
light up the team’s fire by persuading the guys to play
on a different evening after three decades playing on
Thursdays.
Charlie Wood started the night with a Capella and
followed by the Men’s B performance to the music of
“We Will Rock You” by Queen. The team members were
in costumes - took us a while to recognize some of them.
Our Men’s A+ couldn’t come up with a song that they
would be able to sing together. Though Phil tried very
hard with his stand-up comic. Marc Silva, our own Tom
Jones, had a go on his own with his rendition of “She’s a
Lady”. Judging by all the G-strings that were thrown at
him, the ladies enjoyed his singing. By then the ice was
broken and the ladies sang “We Built This City on Rock
'n' Roll”…. we descended to madness.
Our own GM, Rick Coate, came as his alter ego, Adam
Ant, with his lovely wife, Lisa. A HUGE THANK YOU
to both of them and all the staff at HKCC for assisting us
with the Ball - Chef Simon for the great food, Steven Ma
for the addictive cocktails ‘n’ booze, Wendy Tam, Mandy
Wong, Janice Lo of the Events Department and all the
staff who were there all through the night to support us,
…..THANK YOU!!!
To all those who sponsored the Raffle prizes and other
prizes, THANK YOU!!! Your gifts made the evening such
a success, we thank you for your kind contributions. All
the Ladies Day League and the HKCC evening teams
sponsored the prizes. THANK YOU, TEAMS!!! The
Prizes list is on next page, if anyone is interested.
I t w a s a g re a t e v e n i n g , T H A N K Y O U A L L , f o r
participating. Even yours truly got carried away by the
HKCC hunky guys. My aspiration since becoming the
Tennis Convenor has been achieved. Now I can happily
resign.
If I have forgotten to mention someone, do forgive
me. Blame it on the booze!!! I really appreciate all that
everyone has done for the Section.
Have a great season everyone. See you on court
sometime!
December 2013 The Pinkun
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Tennis
Description

Sponsored By

A basket of high end make-up

Men's Div A+

A night at the East Hotel incl. Breakfast

Men's Div A/Mark Watson

A basket of high end make-up

Men's Div A+

Ipad Mini - 16G in White

Tennis Convenor

Samsung Wifi Digital Camera

Ladies Div A+

Kindle

Lucy Chow

Spa products

Sharon Leung

Dinner Buffet at Garden Café, Conrad

Conrad Hotel

Shore Restaurant Voucher

Shore Restaurant

GIGA Sport Voucher

Ladies Div A

Sense of Touch Voucher

Ladies Div 5

Sense of Touch Voucher

Ladies Div 4 Miss Hits

Lane Crawford Voucher

Ladies Div 4

Tennis Lesson - Andy Brothers

Tennis Asia

Tennis Lesson - Marc Silva

Tennis Asia

Tennis Lesson - Jason Lijeswski

Tennis Asia

Tennis Lesson - J P

Tennis Asia

Dot.Cod Voucher

Men's Div E

The Peak Look-Out Voucher

Epicurean Group

Jimmy's Kitchen Voucher

Epicurean Group

Tennis Bag

Grace Lam/William Chu

Tennis Bag

Tennis Convenor

Giga Sport Voucher

Ladies Div 2

Ipod Shuffle - Red Version

Tennis Convenor

		
Other Sponsorship		
Beer

Men's Div B

Karaoke Machine Rental

Fiona Borch

Salted Pig Restaurant Voucher

Salted Pig Restaurant

1 bottle of Champagne

Tennis Convenor
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Tennis

2013 HONG KONG CRICKET CLUB TENNIS CHAMPIONS
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Champion

Runner-up

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Men’s Open Singles		

Men’s Open Singles

CHAMPION			

Runner-up

2013			

2013

Marcus Thompson		

Philip Lung

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Men’s Closed Doubles		

Men’s Closed Doubles

CHAMPIONS			

Runners-up

2013			

2013

Martin Garcia & Neale Anderson		

Stephen Knight & John Floyd

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Women’s Open Doubles		

Women’s Open Doubles

CHAMPIONS			

Runners-up

2013			

2013

Lucy Chow & Jackie Mantle		

Debbie See & Gail McDermott
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Tennis
Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Men’s Open Doubles		

Men’s Open Doubles

CHAMPIONS			

Runners-up

2013			

2013

Graeme Foster & Sean Cooper		

Cedric Vanhaver & Jeremy Olsson

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Open Mixed Doubles		

Open Mixed Doubles

CHAMPIONS			

Runners-up

2013			

2013

Cedric Vanhaver & Delphine Troch		

Adrian Montesinos & Jackie Mantle

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Hong Kong Cricket Club Tennis Championships

Ladies Open Singles		

Ladies Open Singles

CHAMPION			

Runner-up

2013			

2013

Clare Kwan			

Sharon Leung

The Hong Kong Cricket Club
Sanjay Vaze Memorial Award
Sportsmanship
2013
Paul Grotowski
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Food & Beverage

December 2013

Long Room – Degustation Menu and Wine Pairing Night
Wednesday 11th December

Degustation Menu & Wine Pairing Night
11th December 2013

An eight-course Menu with perfect Wine Pairing.

Cream of Cauliflower Soup
poached quail’s egg, caviar and red sorrel cress

Wednesday 11th December at $788 per person.
Each pairing wine will be served in tasting
portion.

Truffle Parsnip and Pickled Girolle Salad
shipcord cheese, broad beans and toasted hazelnuts
Kiwi Martini – infused with Sauvignon Blanc, Kim Crawford

Book now to avoid disappointment.

Carpaccio of Organic Beef Tenderloin
smoked black garlic, celeriac purée, stilton ice cream, peppered rocket
2011 Merlot, Kim Crawford, Hawke’s Bay , New Zealand

For further enquiry and reservation, please email
to fnb@hkcc.org or call 35118618.

Roasted Pumpkin Risotto
pumpkin purée, grilled haloumi cheese and pumpkin oil
2011 Riesling, Peter Lehmann, Eden Valley, Australia
Wild Mallard Duck Breast
potato confit, pancetta, brussel sprout leaves, crispy sage and orange pepper sauce
2012 Pinot Noir, Kim Crawford, New Zealand
Slow Roasted Monkfish
sweet pea purée, chorizo, morel mushroom foam and lobster pollen
2013 Sauvignon Blanc, Spitfire Kim Crawford, New Zealand
Roasted Partridge
confit of leg, chestnut purée, pearl onions and port wine juniper berry jus
2011 Rosso de Montalcino, Castello Banfi, Italy
Strawberry Arctic Roll and Goat’s Cheese Panna Cotta
strawberry ice cream, vanilla sponge and strawberry jelly
Harvest of Inniskillin Icewine

Poolside Café – Indian Night
Friday, 10th January 2014
From 7:00 p.m.
Featuring Special Indian Menus,
“Wine Buffet”, selected beers and assorted lassi
For table reservations (or more information),
please contact us on 3511 8668 or email fnb@hkcc.org

Valentine’s Day – Wine and Food Pairing Evening with
Wines from Beringer Napa Valley
Friday 14th February 2014
Time: 7:30 p.m. for Cocktail
8:00 p.m. for Dinner
Venue: Function Suites
Executive Chef Simon invites couples and partners to
indulge in a romantic St. Valentine's Menu.
Club Sommelier Steven will pair with great
wines from Beringer.
For enquiry, please email to wine@hkcc.org
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Food & Beverage

Wine Tasting Activities
•
•
•
•
•

For Members and their guests aged 18 and above.
Selected accompaniments to be served.
Admission Fee $68 per person per tasting event.
Full refund on wine purchase at the Tasting Party.
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

December Wine Tasting

• Friday 13th December – Monthly Wine Tasting

Beverage Promotion
House-Made Mulled Wine - Available at the Club from 1st December
Take the chill out of winter and greet your guests with holiday favourite traditional drinks.
Mulled Wine is easy to prepare and fills the house with enticing sweet, spicy aromas.
This recipe makes twenty servings: Increase proportionately for more.
Dry Red Wine		
Port Wine		
VSOP Brandy		
Whole Clove		
Cinnamon		
Sliced Fresh Peel		
Brown Sugar (optional)

2 x Bottles (2x750 ml)
1/5 bottle (150 ml)
1/5 bottle (150 ml)
6pcs
2pcs
1 x Orange, and 1 x Lemon
1 Teaspoon

Place all ingredients in a pot and heat almost to the boil, simmer for 5 minutes.
Keep on a low heat and serve with a cinnamon stick.
For a sweeter less-spirit wine, include the brown sugar and tea or apple juice
according to your taste.
Serve in mugs.

Takeaway House-made Mulled Wine (at 2 litres per bottle) is available at $280 per bottle, for your home enjoyment.
For any further enquiry, please contact Food & Beverage Department by email to wine@hkcc.org
A minimun of THREE (3) working days is required for any order arrangement.
Please collect the items from Spinners.

Beer Promotion
Beer Bucket – Hahn
Australian Premium Pilsner

New Beer Items:
Christmas Ale
Hogan’s Medium Cider

$26 per bottle
$105 per bucke of 5 bottles
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Food & Beverage

December 2013

Club Sommelier’s Best Offer
Penfold's Grange Offer: Perfect 100 Score!
PENFOLD GRANGE 2008,
THE ONLY OTHER 100 RP POINT GRANGE SINCE 1976.

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR HKCC MEMBERS

PER BOTTLE:
UNSURPASSABLE 100 POINT GRANGE NOW AT HKJC!

HK$ 4,280
HK$ 8,560

TWO BOTLE GIFT SET:

Festive Champagne & Beer Sales (Takeaway from the Club):
Please collect all items at the Club.

Selected Champagne (order by bottle) on Sales:
Regular Price

Special Price

$398
$460
$488
$648
$1,328
$1,338
$1,880

$328
$368
$408
$548
$1,128
$1,138
$1,598

1. Moet & Chandon Brut Imperial NV
2. Billecart Salmon Brut NV
3. Taittinger Prelude Grands Cru NV
4. Ruinart Blanc de Blancs
5. Dom Perignon 2004
6. Krug Grande Cuvee
7. Louis Roederer Cristal 2005

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Selected Bottled Beer (order by case) on Sale:
		
Special Price (HKD)
a. San Miguel Philippines
24's x 320ml
$216
b. Estrella Damm Spain
24's x 330ml
$240
c. Hahn Premium Australian
24's x 330ml
$300
d. Coopers Sparkling Ale Australian
24's x 375ml
$432
e. Little Creatures Pale Ale Australian
24's x 330ml
$672
For enquiry, please contact Food & Beverage Department on 3511 8611/
3511 8621 or email to wine@hkcc.org
A minimum of FIVE (5) working days is required for any order
arrangement. Please collect the items from Spinners.
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Food & Beverage

Chef’s Specials in December: Clay Pot Recommendations
十二月精選 : 煲仔菜精選
枝竹燜鮮黑草羊煲

Stewed Lamb Brisket with Bean Curd Sheet in Clay Pot

薑葱粉絲波士頓龍蝦煲 ( 壹隻 )

Stewed Boston Lobster with Scallion, Ginger
and Green Bean Vermicelli

羊肚菌花雕瓦罉煀雞煲 ( 半隻 )

Braised Chicken with Huadiao and Morels (Half Bird)

香草豉汁澳洲青口煲

Sautéed Australian Mussels with Black Bean Sauce & Basil in Clay Pot

石窩臘味糯米飯

Stir-fried Glutinous Rice with Preserved Meat served in Stone Pot

油鴨臘味煲仔飯

(Preparation Time : 30 min. 需時三十分鐘 )

Steamed Rice with Preserved Duck and Preserved Meat in Casserole
For enquiry, please call 3511 8668 or email fnb@hkcc.org

Chater Tavern and Sportsman’s
Bar Xmas Day Lunch 2013
APPETIZER & SOUP COUNTER
Assorted Pates with Condiments
Mini Prawn Cocktails
Roasted Tomato Soup
CARVERY
Oven Roast Butterball Turkey
with cranberry sauce & cumberland sausage
and sage stuffing
&
baked gammon ham with honey and mustard
SELECTION OF VEGETABLES
roast potatoes, mashed swede, roasted parsnips,
garden peas, roasted baby carrots,
brussels sprouts with toasted almonds & cauliflower cheese

Sunday Roasts for December
$108 per person
Children’s price (3 – 12) $88 is available
at Sportsman’s Bar
December
1st
8th
15th
22nd

Gammon Ham with Honey and Mustard
Shoulder of Australian Lamb
U.S. Wagyu Rump with Yorkshire Pudding
Loin of Spanish Pork with Crackling and

29th

Apple Sauce
Beef Wellington with Natural Jus

All served with soup and vegetable accompaniments.

DESSERTS
Christmas Pudding with Brandy Cream Sauce
&
Continental Cheese Plate with Condiments
Mince Pies

12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.

First come first served

12.30 p.m. to 3.00 p.m.
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Norwegian Arctic Char

Quality and Sustainability - there's no compromise at DotCod!
The Restaurant offers a variety of sustainable seafood choices to diners.
Catches from reliable international waters are prepared in all styles.
Delectable Seafood Choices include: Oysters from 10 regions, Sturgeon served with Acidic Salsa and Shaved Caviar, Hawaiian Tuna Sashimi,
Norwegian Arctic Char, Japanese Blue Mackerel and Hokkaido Scallops,
Prawns from Madagascar.
There are over 130 types of wines from around the world to pair with
dishes.

HKCC Members will receive 30% discount for normal dining.
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The Hong Kong Cricket Club
December 2013
Home Delivery Wine Order Form

Wine tasting on Friday 13th December
7:00 – 8:30p.m. at spinners
Come & meet the wine guys!

The perfect wine to celebrate this season!

Price
(HKD)

Total

Qty

Sparkling / White Wines

Bailly Lapierre Cremant de Bourgogne Brut Pinot Noir
AOC NV, Burgundy, France

$125

Margan Semillon 2011, Hunter Valley, Australia

$119

3

Mitchell Watervale Riesling 2012, Clare Valley, Australia

$126

4

Cuvaison Estate Solitaire Sauvignon Blanc 2012,
Carneros, Napa Valley, USA

$138

1

– 90 Wine Enthusiast

2

– 91 James Halliday
- 94 James Halliday

Wirra Wirra The 12th Man Adelaide Hills Chardonnay
2012, Adelaide Hills, Australia

5

- 95 James Halliday

$170

Red Wines
6

Woodstock Shiraz Cabernet 2011, McLaren Vale,
Australia

$105

7

Hewitson Miss Harry GSM 2011, Barossa Valley,
Australia

$148

8

Figuero Crianza 12 2008, Ribera del Duero, Spain

9

Carrick Bannockburn Pinot Noir 2011, Central Otago,
New Zealand

$232

10

Parker Coonawarra Estate Terra Rossa Cabernet
Sauvignon 2008, Coonawarra, Australia

$244

– 91 James Halliday
– 91 Robert Parker

– 94 James Halliday

WF05

$168

Total:

Members' Special Offer

$

(per member and per delivery only)

Purchase 12 bottles and get One bottle free (Based on the lowest value one)

Information below is solely for the delivery purpose only:
Delivery Address:
Preferred Delivery Time:

 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Receiverʼs Name:

Contact Tel. No. :

Memberʼs Name:

Membership no:

Memberʼs Signature:

Email Address :

 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Order Ref No.:
Date of Order :

Please submit this form to our Reception Desk or fax to 3511 8630. All wines are subject to availability.
For enquiry, please contact Food & Beverage Department on 3511 8611 or email wine@hkcc.org
Free Delivery Service is available for purchases over $1,500 and limited to metropolitan area only
- Hong Kong Island, Kowloon and most of the New Territories, except Outlying Islands.
A minimum of FIVE (5 ) working days is required for any delivery arrangement.
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Social

Christmas Celebration Teens’ Disco
10th December (Tuesday)
6.00 p.m. – 10.00 p.m.
Function Suites

Dancing Through The Night

Includes Dinner for ages 13-18
$138 per Member; $168 per Member’s Guest
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Social

Sunday Lunch in December (8th, 15th, 22nd) –
Enjoy with your children
8th December
Family Festive Sunday Lunch Buffet
with Children's Movie and Fancy Balloon
Noon – 3.00 p.m., Function Suites
$260 per adult, $170 per child (age 3-12)

15th December
Children's "Christmas Showtime"
Enjoy a Live Theatre Show “The BIG Christmas Mix Up”
– a fun musical show with interactive games, singing and
dancing. Adults are encouraged to sing along with the alltime-favourite Christmas songs.
Includes traditional Sunday Roast and popular children’s
food items. Just right for the whole family!
Noon – 3.00 p.m., Function Suites
$298 per adult, $208 per child (age 3-12)

22nd December
Pre Christmas Celebration
Family Sunday Lunch Buffet
with "The Castaway" Fun Science Show
Enjoy a Show “The Castaway” - your child will laugh and
learn while participating in this show!
Noon – 3.00 p.m., Function Suites
$298 per adult, $208 per child (age 3-12)

Children’s Fun Corner

Colouring Competition -

Colour your own Christmas Tree and
add some Decorations

November Pinkun:
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Kids’ Funtime
Join the Dots and Colour

Winners of

Age Group 1

Age Group 2

Age Group 1

Age Group 2

Alyssa West
Michelle Lee

Sylvie Boyle
Jemaira Vestey
Sarah West

Mia Phipps
Lucy Tsui
Valerie Ng

Anastasia Peel
May Harford
Maya Lacamp
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Create your own
Butterfly Competition

Entry forms for this Competition are available at Reception or
scan the QR code to downlaod

Social

New Year’s Eve at the Club
Grand Ball
Function Suites and Chater Tavern
7:30 p.m. – 3:30 a.m.
$1,498 per Member, $1,798 per Member’s Guest
Includes cocktails, dinner, full open bar, entertainment,
disco till 3.30 a.m. and morning breakfast from 1:00 a.m.
Count Down Package
From 11:45 p.m. Chater Tavern
$398 per Member, $498 per Member’s Guest
Includes full open bar, breakfast
from 1:00 a.m. and disco till 3:30 a.m.

Celebration Family Buffet
Spinners
$958 per person (with free flowing designated Champagne)
$838 per person (with free flowing designated Red, White
and Sparkling Wine)
$668 per person (buffet only)
$448 per child (age 3-12)
A perfect dining venue for the whole family to welcome
2014.
Chef Simon will prepare a wide selection of food items
– buffet style for salad, appetizer and dessert, ample hot
dishes and Main Course will be Cook-to Order. Price
includes entertainment during the evening.

Celebration Set Dinner
Long Room
From 8.00 p.m.
$1,380 per Member,
$1,580 per Member’s Guest
A very creative Tasting Menu which entices you to 15
different items! Share the provided bottle of champagne
with your family and friends.

All wine packages are strictly for aged 18 and above
December 2013 The Pinkun
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Bin End Sales
Sunday 5th January
Function Suites
From 12 Noon to 5:30 p.m.
Free Admission
New Zealand, Australia, Italy, Bordeaux, Burgundy,
Chile, California, Spain. A wide selection of over 80
fine wines at a very attractive price.
Gift Pack available.

Children’s Movie Time
Sunday 5th January
Function Suites
From 12 Noon to 2:00 p.m.
$25 per Member
$30 per Member's Guest
(including Popcorn & two Boxes of Juice /
one Bottle of Beer)
Open to Children 6 years & up.

Bring a Cushion!

Mini Fair – Welcoming the Year of the Horse
Sunday 12th January
Function Suites
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
$50 per adult, $30 per child (age 3-12)
(including a set of food & game coupons)
A fun filled afternoon with
- Chinese New Year stall for shopping
- "Dai Pai Dong" Special Snacks
- Assorted Cultural DIY Booths

Burns Night 2014
Saturday 25th January
Function Suites
7:00 p.m. - midnight
$818 per Member, $868 per Member’s Guest
(includes traditional Burns Supper fayre, drinks,
and dancing)
Join a Table of Ten or Twelve people
for an Evening of Conviviality!

Please book early to avoid disappointment.
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Pictorial

WINE DINNER
Thursday 31st October
Vigneron John Duval was on hand to give
knowledge on Wines from the Barossa Valley,
South Australia. Members and guests were
able to sample some of these, accompanied
by a Chinese Menu from Chef Robert.
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Pictorial

HALLOWEEN
screeeeeeeeeam!!
How did all those weirdos and ugly customers manage
to enter the swimming pool area on Saturday 26th October?…….
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Pictorial
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Pictorial

MIDDLE EASTERN NIGHT
Poolside Café – Friday 8th November
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Recent DVD Releases
TOP OF THE LAKE
TV mini series set in New Zealand. Tui tries to kill herself in a freezing lake. Detective
Robin Griffin, a straight-forward detective experienced in child protection, has plenty of
questions for the girl.
But when Tui suddenly disappears, Griffin finds herself knee-deep in small town secrets.

HOUSE OF CARDS
The complete first season – An American thriller drama based on the British version, starring
Ian Robertson as Francis Urquart, the conniving Chief Whip of the British Conservative
party.
In this version, Kevin Spacey plays the ruthless and cunning Congressman, Francis
Underwood, who, with his wife Claire, stops at nothing to conquer everything.

MR. SELFRIDGE – Series One
All Ten Episodes – centres on the real life story of the flamboyant and visionary American,
Harry Gordon Selfridge (James Piven), founder of Selfridge, London’s renowned retail
department store. “A man with a mission to make shopping as thrilling as sex!”

SCANDAL
The Complete Second Season – American political thriller TV series, partially based on
former George H.W. Bush administrative press aide, Judy Smith. The show takes place in
Washington DC and focuses on Olivia Pope’s (Kerry Washington) crisis management firm,
Pope & Associates, and its staff as well as personnel at the White House.

BOARDWALK EMPIRE – Season Three
“Love Him or Hate Him!” – Enoch “Nucky” Thompson continues his ruthless criminal
domination of bootlegging and other nefarious activities on the New Jersey Boardwalk in
the Prohibition era, his shoes remaining pristine, unsullied by the Atlantic Ocean.
Nucky (Steve Busceni) interacts with several historical figures in both his personal and
political life. The Federal Government also takes an interest in the bootlegging business
and illegal activities in the area, investigating Nucky’s personal lifestyle – expensive and
lavish for a county political figure.
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GYM News
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GYM News
have all been shown to blunt the ill effects of
alcohol and help eliminate it.
Curcumin is a super nutrient found in the
spice turmeric, and multiple animal studies
show it protects the liver from alcohol. For
example, one study demonstrated that giving
rats curcumin significantly decreased the
acute inflammation caused by alcohol, while
enhancing detoxification.

It's almost Christmas! We all know that this can be a
hard time of year as far as your body is concerned, with
the food, drink, late nights and the rest. However, I am
going to focus on just one holiday vice for this article
and keep it short and, hopefully, helpful.
Yes, I am talking about Alcohol!
Drinking alcohol will stop fat burning, erase performance
gains from training, and delay recovery. You should
avoid it!
That said, it is useful to have a few strategies to speed
detoxification of alcohol since it’s holiday time and beer
tastes so good. In addition, these tips will help protect
you from everyday toxins, such as pollution, pesticides,
and xenoestrogens (a chemical which imitates oestrogen,
caused by environmental toxins).
First, knowing what alcohol does to your body can
help you choose to take action to prevent its ill effects.
Remember, alcohol contains 7 calories per gram - nearly
double that of carbs and protein - and when you drink it,
all other metabolic processes in the body are put on hold
until the alcohol is all cleared from the body. Fat and
carbohydrate burning are halted, as is tissue rebuilding
and protein synthesis. Alcohol can depress growth
hormone production and increase levels of aromatase
that turn testosterone to estrogen, in other words - it can
promote man-boobs.

A similar study showed green tea extract
can protect the liver from alcohol and
accelerate detox. Researchers found that
the antioxidants (called catechins) in green
tea inhibited absorption of alcohol in the
gastrointestinal tract, leading to less of an
inflammatory response and faster elimination.
Finally, milk thistle can speed the elimination of toxins
through the liver and protect it from damage. It’s a well
known liver tonic that has been shown to have anticancer and anti-inflammatory effects when supplemented
regularly.
And because I care...
Here are some additional strategies to accelerate detox
from alcohol:
• Drink LOTS of water with electrolytes before and after
drinking.
• Focus on eating high-protein, low-carb foods. Always
eat protein and vegetables before drinking to minimize
cravings for alcohol and high-carb, fatty foods.
• Train hard. Studies show athletes excrete more toxins
in urine than sedentary people.
• Remember, you have complete control over everything
you put in your mouth!

I wish everyone “Happy Holidays”
Benjamin Simpson
Hong Kong
+852 92741230

Alcohol is metabolized by the liver, but the process
causes oxidative stress and chronic drinking leads
to significant damage and fat gain inside the liver.
The bright side of all the misery caused by alcohol is
that if you drink responsibly, there are ways to speed
detoxification. Curcumin, green tea, and milk thistle
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Pet Help

Dog on board!
Over the last few years, there have been several
changes to regulations regarding keeping pets in
Hong Kong. As we approach the New Year, be
aware of the New Rules! Here are a few reminders
for you!
As you should know, all dogs in Hong Kong
must be licensed. To license your dog, it must
be microchipped (this became compulsory in
December 1996) administered a Rabies vaccination
and, of course, an application submitted to the
government. All of this can be done by any Hong
Kong registered veterinarian. This has a great
benefit for you, as the procedure differentiates
Hong Kong dogs from Chinese dogs. There is no Rabies
in Hong Kong, but there is in China. The microchip
used in Hong Kong is a world-recognised chip, an AVID
(American Veterinary Identification) chip.
The Hong Kong Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department has introduced the concept (not a physical
document) of a “pet passport”. This means that if certain
measures are taken (including microchipping and rabies
vaccinations) then your pet can go on holiday with
you and return with you back to Hong Kong without
quarantine. Remember, that this only applies for
animals going to countries where there is no quarantine
on entry, but would normally require quarantine on reentry to Hong Kong. Travel to England, Europe and
North America is included.
So your dog can now strut through the streets of SoHo
NYC, pop into Bordeaux for some wine tasting or frolic
the slopes of Whistler and then return directly back to
Hong Kong with you!
The Dangerous Dogs Regulation. What started as a
proposal to compulsorily muzzle all dogs over 20kg has
been adjusted to a more reasonable regulation:
1. Fighting dogs
These comprise four types of dog: Pit Bull Terrier, Dogo
Argentino, Fila Braziliero and Japanese Tosa,
All fighting dogs must be desexed and must be
identified with a special collar at all times. The import
and breeding of fighting dogs is illegal.
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When these dogs are in any public places, they must
be held securely on a leash not exceeding 1.5 metres in
length and fitted with a muzzle.
2. Known dangerous dogs
Control of these dangerous dogs is essentially the same
as those for fighting dogs (neuter, identifying collar,
leash and muzzle in public places).
3. Large dogs
All dogs over 20 kg must be held on a leash not more
than 2 metres in length when in a public place.
If these dogs are tethered for a brief time in a public
place the leash must not exceed 1.5 metres in length.
Off leash exercising can be done in country parks and
when swimming in the sea.
This is really a good common sense regulation and
something that encourages responsible pet ownership.
A real step in the right direction for the legislation!
Futher information can be found at
http://www.pets.gov.hk/en_dog_main.php

Dr Lloyd Kenda

BSc(Psych) BSc(VetBiol) BVMS(Hons)
MRCVS MACVSc(SASurgery)

Valley Veterinary Centre
G/F 15 Yuen Yuen Street
Happy Valley
Hong Kong
25752389
www.valleyvetcentre.com.hk
info@valleyvetcentre.com.hk

Travelling

Unique Quebec City
Unique in that it is the purest French society in
the Americas reflecting Frenchness as you find in
France itself.

An excellent way to get the inside story of the old part of town, especially as it is quite hilly.
Carriages usually carry up to 4 adults, although 5 have been seen. The horse wasn’t asked, me thinks!
The drivers keep up a flow of information. Not too difficult when you have 400 years of riveting history to relate!

I

am not counting Montreal as here, in many ways,
you could be in any other North American city and
Port au Prince, Haiti, doesn't count for all manner of
reasons apparent to any observer from up close or afar.

off their rich colours of reds, browns, yellows and greens
as the leaves change and eventually fall. That's why a
number of North American based cruise ships ply their
trade. From May 'til October, dozens and dozens set sail
from Boston, sail around New England, Nova Scotia and

With around a half million inhabitants, mostly using
French as their first language, it's big enough to be able
to offer all the services of a modern city and yet small
enough so that in a couple of days or longer, the average
visitor can feel they have grasped the essentials of what
makes it tick. And despite stories to the contrary, not
speaking French is little of a handicap as you wander
its streets with over 400 years of history at your feet. A
warm welcome in this tourism based environment is
available to all visitors.
It's a year round destination with perhaps autumn as its
peak. At this time the deciduous forests along the banks
of the mighty St. Lawrence River are proudly showing

Fairmont Frontenac –
seen from many vantage points across the city.
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Travelling
of which approximately 5 million populate the whole
corridor from Gatineau to Quebec City – 4 million living
in Montreal and its surrounds.
For the casual observer of Canada, Quebec is probably
best known as being a thorn in the side of the Federal
Government, as strong political influences push for full
independence . Two referenda have been victorious
for the Central Government in the last 20 years or
so. However, the Partie Quebecois leads a minority
government running the Province from Quebec City,
seat of the Provincial Parliament. Fairly vague promises
of future referenda have been made but the Premier has
to first get herself a majority in the provincial assembly.
Currently the thirst for an independent Quebec seems
to have subsided according to the latest polls. So the
likelihood is that the status quo will continue with the
threat of another referendum always a possibility.
Character shops

eventually into the mouth of the St. Lawrence. Most
turn around in Quebec City but some in Montreal. At
the beginning of the season, you can board in Florida
and New York with the reverse applied when the ships
reposition for the Caribbean winter season. An unusual
way to appreciate nature at her most glorious and then, a
few days to take in Quebec City and its delights.
This could well suit HKCC Members looking for a
holiday break, using a familiar style cruise ship as a base.
Alternatively, hiring a car will give you the freedom to
explore by far the most developed area of the biggest
province in Canada (and there are some huge ones with
which to compete, e.g., you can squeeze three States of
Texas within its borders !). Like the rest of the country,
the population is sparse except along the Gatineau/
Montreal/Quebec City corridor either side of the St.
Lawrence River. Total population is approx. 8 million

Early autumn across the St. Lawrence river
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Typical architecture on many a hilly street

Rare, or maybe unique, this road sign for George VI, father of the
present Queen. Plenty of King Georges around the Commonwealth
but I wonder how many for George VI. Anyone seen one elsewhere?

Travelling
Maybe they should take a leaf out of Hong Kong's book
and not rush any decision. It's taken Hong Kong over 170
years to get from a fishing village to modernity, with still
34 years to go before the crunch time as to its long term
future. Maybe the separatists in Quebec should ask the
Canadian government to agree a trial run in which, say,
half the Quebec Province (excluding Montreal) would
be run from Quebec City for 50 years after which a long
term agreement could be struck based on 50 years of
experience. It could then continue as is or invite the rest

of Quebec Province to join them or revert to Canada. This
would provide for a sovereign state capable of standing
alone and being wholly French. All this could be
achieved at a leisurely pace, thus avoiding a catastrophe .
In the meantime, put Quebec City further up your bucket
list. The cruise option could well prove a good way to
get the flavour of this unique part of the world.

to build up their population in New France (around
70,000 by1759) despite gimmicks like "Les Filles du
Roi", whereas the English colonies had over a million
residents. The size of the support military capability
reflected this difference. Even so, having been defeated,
the French returned a few months later and won the
replay ! However, their occupation of Quebec City
didn't last very long as the English fleet sailed up the St.
Lawrence and in the face of certain further humiliation,
the French general withdrew and marched his men back
to Montreal.

Victory in Quebec 1759

Fairly lasting peace broke out and, subsequently, the
cornerstone of modern Canada emerged. Fifteen years

T

or so later, the USA was formed and early in the next

known battle in early, modern Canadian history

player in North America. However, Quebec and in

which played a turning point in the overall ongoing

particular Quebec City, remain as sturdy outposts of

conflict between England and France, during the 18th

French culture of yesteryear, unlike any other.

he Plains of Abraham (sometimes referred to as

century Jefferson did a land purchase with Napoleon

the Heights of Abraham) was the site of a well

which effectively meant the end of France as a major

century. All Brits of a certain maturity will have been
taught in elementary school of these happenings. On

Nowadays the Plains of Abraham (named not for the

closer examination it was, in fact, a brief encounter, all

biblical character but for an early French settler farmer)

over in less than half a hour with a very few thousand

is a very extensive public park conceived 100 years ago

troops on either side. The outcome was inevitable as

by the then Governor General of Canada. It could well

the strength of the two sides was very unequal and not

be imagined that cricket and other sports were played on

only on the battlefield. At the time, the French had failed

these very extensive acres.
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A Scary Christmas Tale

(Published in the December 1997 edition of “BBC On Air” –
Nelson’s Column – and repeated in the December 1998 Pinkun)
“ ‘Twas

‘No, you’re already dead,’ said the
the night before
Christmas, and all through
ancient old man;
‘Now hold on a tick,’ I said,
the house
That little fracas with the cat.
turning quite white, ‘You mean
Not a sound could be
When you fell on the floor, you
that I’m going to die?’
heard – no, not one
fractured your skull
For Monty and Maggie
And I’m sorry, old chap, but that’s
were safely in bed
that.’
And were dreaming of presents and fun
And Mrs. Mature was away for the night
I turned back to the lounge and – great Scott, it was true!
To relieve here mum’s seasonal gloom.
For there on the floor did lie.
Leaving me all alone, by the fire, in the lounge
A trickle of blood from the back of my head marked my
With a sense of foreboding and doom.
poignant and painful goodbye.
‘I don’t want to rush you old chap.’
The clock it struck twelve; ‘twas an ominous sound
said the man, ‘But I’m on a tight schedule you see.
I could hear it had started to rain.
You don’t need to pack or take any warm clothes,
And a wind had come up, and the tree branch outside
it’s quite warm enough where you’ll be.’
Made a ratattat-tat on the pane. And the fire
in the grate, which was burning so bright,
‘But what will become of my children?’ I sobbed
All at once petered out, just like that,
‘What children?” the man said surprised.
And I rose from my chair to set off for my bed
‘You’ve been living with Rupert for twenty-three years
And promptly tripped over the cat.
‘Or at least that’s what I’ve been advised.
You’re a chartered accountant who likes dressing up,
But wait! What on earth? As I picked myself up
Your hobbies are painting and chess. ‘
I could swear I could hear the front door.
That’s not me!’ I exclaimed, ‘You’ve got the wrong chap!’
It was locked, I was sure, I had done it myself,
‘Not again!!’ said the man, ‘what a mess!’
And yet – what was that? There was more;
Footsteps – I heard them – out there in the hall
He rang up Head Office, and sorted it out.
Yet the dog hadn’t barked – that was odd.
He’d got the right street but wrong town.
Was it Mrs Mature returned back from her mum’s?
‘I’m terribly sorry, old chap,’ he exclaimed,
I opened the door and – My God!
‘I should check what it is I write down.
The Nelson who hangs up his toga tonight
Before me I saw an extraordinary sight,
Isn’t you but a fellow in Stoke.
Both chilling and thrilling to view.
Your spat with the cat merely knocks you out cold,
An ancient old man a great scythe in his hand,
While his kills him off – that’s the joke!’
Who smiled and said ‘How do you do’
‘So sorry to barge in like this, unannounced.
So saying, he reached for his coat and his scythe
You’re Nelson I think, is that so?
And I ushered him out to the street.
Well, I’m the Grim Reaper – but just call me “Grim”
The wind was still strong, it was bitterly cold,
And I‘ve come to collect you – Let’s go.’
And the rain was now turning to sleet.
The ancient old man looked haggard and grey,
‘Now hold on a tick,’ I said, turning quite white.
In the light of the crescent-shaped moon
‘You mean that I’m going to die?’
‘A pleasure to make your acquaintance,’ he said,
‘No, no,’ said the man. ‘You’ve got it all wrong.’
‘And I’ll see you again – very soon.’”
‘Thank goodness! I said. ‘But then why….’
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celebrate hong kong sevens
at shama causeway bay
15 minutes walk to hong kong stadium
spacious apartment with free wifi
*book with promo code “hkcc” to enjoy 20% discount

live without boundaries
www.shama.com
An ONYX brand

reservation hotline: +852 3100 8555
bangkok ·dalian ·hangzhou ·hong kong ·shanghai

