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Clubhouse Opening Hours:
0630 to midnight
(For all F&B Enquiries email fnb@hkcc.org)
Early Bird Dim Sum:
Sunday 1030 to 1145
Lunch:
Monday to Saturday
1200 to 1500 (The last order is 1415)
Sunday & Public Holiday
1200 to 1330 (The last order is 1315)
1345 to 1530 (The last order is 1445)
Dinner: Daily 1800 to midnight
(The last order is 2215)
Reservations: 3511 8638

Daily 0730 to 2200
The last food order is 2130
Breakfast Menu 0730 to 1100
à la Carte from 1100 onwards
Breakfast Buffet on
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday
0730 to 1030

Monday to Friday
1600 to 2300
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday
0830 to 2300
The last food order is 2230

Monday to Thursday
1130 to midnight
Friday & Saturday
& Day Before Public Holiday
1130 to 0100
Sunday & Public Holiday
0900 to midnight
The last food order is 2230

WINE CELLAR

Swimming Pool Complex

November-April 0700 to 2100
Squash Courts Complex

Daily 0730 to 2230

Sports Changing Rooms

Daily 0700 to 2300

SPORTS ANNEXE BUILDING
2nd Floor:
Sports Desk

Daily 0630 to 2200

Children’s Playroom

Daily 0900 to 2100

Golf Simulator

Daily 0900 to 2200

Snooker

Daily 1100 to 2300

Ten Pin Bowling Alley

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 		
Sunday, Public Holiday 1000 to 2200
Monday & Wednesday 1400 to 2200

Video & DVD Library

Weekday 1300 to 2000
Saturday, Sunday 1100 to 1900
Public Holiday 1200 to 1800

3rd Floor:
Cricket Centre

Daily 0830 to 2230

Sports Hall

Daily 0830 to 2230

Roof Top:
SAB Tennis Courts

Daily 0700 to 2300

HKCC SPORTS SHOP

Open every day
Monday to Friday 1000 to 2000
Saturday and Sunday 0800 to 2030
Enquiry: 3511 8631
email: thesportshop@hkcc.org

B4 Prince’s Building,
10 Chater Road,
Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2810 6988
Fax: (852) 2810 6877

Pantone Process Cyan C

Pantone 274C

Pantone 187C

85% Pantone Process Black C
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Annexe Bar
Monday to Friday 0930 to 2100
The last food order is 2030
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday
0830 to 0930 Beverage Service only
0830 to 2300

Daily 0730 to 2300
Enquiry: 3511 8698

Gymnasium

Monday to Friday 1700-2100
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday
1200-2000

Monday to Saturday 1000 to 2100
Sunday and Public Holiday 0800 to 2100
The last food order is 2030
(Summer 2100)

May-October 0700 to 2130
Closed December & January

Email: dotcod@hkcc.org
Website: www.dotcod.com
Opening Hours:
0730-Midnight • Mon-Sat

Manager’s
Notes

W

ith the Christmas, New Year and Chinese New Year celebrations
behind us, we look forward to 2017 full of anticipation and
expectation.

On 13th February, the Club held its Annual Staff Party at the Conrad Hotel. I
would like to thank all Members whose voluntary contributions to the Staff
‘Lai See’ Fund this year was indeed recognition that our Staff are held in such
high regard.

We welcome back our Cricketers recently returned from a very successful
Tour of South Africa, both on and off the field. A huge thank you to fabled
Tour Manager, Bob Bettridge, for once again putting together another splendid
expedition.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Susan Mifsud who has recently
stood down as Chairperson of the Social and Entertainments Committee.
A fantastic contribution to the Club! We wish the ‘interim’ Chairperson,
Ms. Valeria Azario all the very best in her new role.
Moving onwards, I am pleased to report that our Rugby Social Members have
taken up the full allocation of tickets for the forthcoming Rugby 7s’ weekend.
The HKCC Box at Lord’s, England v. South Africa, 6th and 7th July – only very
few bookings available. Please contact hkcc@hkcc.org for details.
Please be reminded of our scheduled Wine events including: Saturday
4th March Burgundy Wine Dinner at DotCod and Wednesday 15th Bordeaux
Wine Dinner at the Club
On Friday 17th March, we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with our Irish
Food and Drink promotion, Sláinte!

MasterPlan Update
I am pleased to report that at
the end of January, Buildings
Department has issued the
necessary permits for the next
stage of the programme, including
Piling Tests and excavation
works. These works are currently
underway. Whilst I apologise once
again for the noise and disruption,
it is reassuring to see progress on
the site.
The Pool Complex annual
maintenance is ongoing and is
expected to be completed some
time in late March. Remedial
works as a consequence of the
MasterPlan construction works
as well as obligatory Government
works necessitate the longer than
usual closure of the Pool Complex
during this maintenance period.

I will take this opportunity to
once again remind parents to be
vigilant of their children when
at the Club. Unfortunately, there
was recent a case of gratuitous
vandalism on our Ground
facilities which may have caused
serious injury to the culprit as
well as causing considerable cost
to the Club.

Kieran Hale

On Sunday 7th May, we will be holding our major Annual Event, the
HKCC Garden Party. Booking is available for Members on or before 31st
March. For guest bookings, these will be on a first-come first-served
basis starting 1st April.
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Membership News
December
Resignations
Ms. L. Bray
Ms. Connie W.Y. Chung
Ms. G.C. Meyers
Resignations - Nominee
M.B. Green
A. Mutreja
G.C. McLean
Mrs. V. Pradeep
H.A.S. Smook
January
Honorary Life Members
R.P. Bettridge
M. Winstanley
Departures
A. Chapman
V. DaRos
J. Grafton
A. Lee
L. O’Brien
P. van der Schaft
K.K. Wan
Resignations
Joseph C.Y. Chan
N. Furze
Resignations – Nominee
N. Champion de Crespign
A. Fruns Giminez
M. Hyde
K.E.J. Kelly
Derek K.L. Kwong
C.W. Morgan
C.S. Pellone
Lawrence W.H. Pun
C.D. Terry
Carrie M.F. Tse
N. Uys
February
New Nominee Members
N.J. Beevers
K.C. Lam
A.D. Robertson
Rebecca Silli
Daniel Siu
Taneko Tomonori
A. Trott
Wong Chung Ki, Eric
Yeung On Shing, Alfred
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New Subscriber Members
Nicola Apostolis
H. Bailey
M. Chan
Chan Shiu Tak, Sheldon
Cheung Dak Kin, Jimmy
I.Y.Y. LI
Niem Sean
Tang Kwok Wai, David
C. Walton
M.A. West
Dora L.S. Yeung
New Sporting Members
D.H. Donald
Jane Grace Farrelly
C. Harris
Dr. Kuk Kin Ting, Andrew
Miss L. Li
J.A. Vinton
New Junior Sporting
Members
W. Kruis
A. Smith
W. Vernon
Returned
J. Collard
N. Dowling
Departures
S. Menon
Mrs. N.K. Rigg
T.J. Twigg
Resignations
N. Maloney
Miss K.L. Rowe
Resignations - Nominee
J. Alu
Mrs. S.J. Brungs
Ms. F. Cheung
K.W. Mui
Mrs. B. Perrignon
Ms. D.H.H. Seerden
A. Sharma
Miss E.J. Woodland

Dear Mr Wright (Sports development manager)
On behalf of the Katja Foundation, Island School would
like to thank the Cricket Club for the generous donation
of cricket equipment to Katja Orphanage. The children
without hesitation all got into shirts, shorts as well as
hats and pads ready for an interesting game of cricket !
As you know, Island School has a long standing
relationship with Katja House and every year travels
with some 35 students to complete renovations at the
orphanage, as well as spending time with the children
and in addition offering some financial support
through donations. The success of the relationship
is further enhanced by contributions made by
organisations such as the Cricket Club.
I hope that we can continue to develop this relationship
going forward.
Yours sincerely
Paul Harries
Senior Head of House and Trip Coordinator

feel small...
Society tells us to live large. To want bigger cars and even bigger houses.

But when you gaze up at towering glaciers, and see more stars than you could ever possibly count,
you feel something new. You feel small.

valid till

31Mar2017

BIG
OFFER
GOOD

TO

FEEL SMALL

5days Maiden Majestic Adriatic Sea
Majestic Princess | Roundtrip from Rome (Civitavecchia)
Rome (Civitavecchia), Italy | Kotor, Montenegro |
Corfu, Greece | Rome (Civitavecchia), Italy

4Apr2017

HKD8,984up

58%off

More 2017 Europe Sailings:

HKD6,852up HKD3,714up

All Fares INCLUDE Taxes, Fee & Port Expenses.

11days Grand Mediterranean Royal Princess | From Barcelona to Rome (Civitavecchia)
6May, 9, 30Sep2017

Barcelona, Spain | Toulon/ Marseille (for Provence), France | Florence/Pisa (Livorno), Italy |
Katakolon (Olympia), Greece | Mykonos, Greece | Santorini, Greece | Kotor, Montenegro | Naples,
Italy (for Capri & Pompeii) | Rome (Civitavecchia), Italy
Special Fare also available on select Western Mediterranean Sailings!

HKD19,484up

HKD14,834up HKD11,080up

43%off

11days Scandinavia & Russia Regal Princess | Roundtrip from Copenhagen
30Apr | 11, 22May | 2, 13, 24Jun | 5, 16, 27Jul | 7, 18, 29Aug2017
Copenhagen, Denmark | Oslo, Norway | Berlin (Warnemunde), Germany | Tallinn, Estonia | St. Petersburg,
Russia [Overnight] | Helsinki, Finland | Stockholm, Sweden | Copenhagen, Denmark

HKD20,027up

HKD16,849up HKD11,812up

41%off

12days British Isles Caribbean Princess | Roundtrip from London (Southampton)

1, 13*, 25May | 6^, 18, 30*Jun | 12, 24^Jul | 5^, 17*, 29Aug | 10Sep2017

London (Southampton), England | Guernsey (St. Peter Port), England | Cork, Ireland (Cobh - For Blarney Castle) |
Dublin, Ireland | Belfast, Northern Ireland | Glasgow (Greenock), Scotland | Orkney Islands (Kirkwall), Scotland |
Invergordon, Scotland | Edinburgh (South Queensferry), Scotland | Paris/Normandy (Le Havre), France |
London (Southampton), England
^Liverpool replaces Orkney Islands
HKD20,376up
*This sailing will stay overnight in Dublin and will not call to Orkney Islands
up
up 43%off

HKD16,888 HKD11,618

10days Circle Hokkaido Diamond Princess | Roundtrip from Kobe
13Jun2017
Kobe, Japan | Hakodate, Japan | Aomori, Japan | Otaru, Japan | Abashiri, Japan | Korsakov (Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk),
Russia | Shiretoko Peninsula, Japan [Scenic Cruising] | Kobe, Japan

8days Circle Hokkaido (Roundtrip Yokohama, Tokyo)
are also available from Jul to Oct

HKD15,532up HKD9,332up 40%off

7days Kyushu & Shikoku Diamond Princess | Roundtrip from Kobe
20May2017

©Yasufumi Nishi/©JNTO

Kobe, Japan [Overnight] | Japan Inland Sea, Japan [Scenic Cruising] | Kanmon Straits,
Japan [Scenic Cruising] | Busan, South Korea | Nagasaki, Japan | Miyazaki (Aburatsu), Japan |
Kochi, Japan | Tokushima, Japan | Kobe, Japan
HKD10,727up
up

HKD7,355

31%off

Promotions are subject to capacity control.
Please note that prices are listed per person, non-air cruise-only and based on double occupancy. Fares INCLUDE Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses.
Terms & Conditions applied. Princess Cruises reserves the right to add, edit, modify, delete any contents without giving any prior notice.

2952 8089 |

6898 8919

General Information

Activities Highlights

es Highlights

BodyRockwith
withQueenB
QueenB
BodyRock
on Tuesday
on Tuesday

Multi-Purpose Room
Timetable - March 2017
MONDAY
0915 - 1015
1030 - 1130
1200 - 1430
1500 - 1645
1900 - 2200
TUESDAY
0700 - 0745
0915 - 1015
1030 - 1130
1200 - 1500
1530 - 1745
1800 - 1900
1930 - 2030
2100 - 2230

Shape Shifters with Karen
Pilates with Jun
Table-Tennis
Rugbees (Rugby for Tots)
Scottish Country Dancing
Spin Blast with Davinia
Cardio Kick-Fit with Karen
Yoga for Everybody (Adult)
with Nancy
Table-Tennis
Classical Ballet by
Southern School of Dance
BodyRock with QueenB
Netball Team Training
Table-Tennis

WEDNESDAY
0915 - 1015
Zumba with Nicola
1030 - 1130
Pilates with Jun
1200 - 2230
Table-Tennis

erybody with Nancy
& Friday
Yoga for Everybody with Nancy
on Tuesday & Friday

& Kinderbounce
asketball for Tots) on

Kinderkicks & Kinderbounce
(Soccer & Basketball for Tots)
on Wednesday

Classic Ballet on Tuesday &
Thursday
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THURSDAY
0700 - 0745
Spin RPM with Davinia
0915 - 1015
Whole Body Circuit with
Karen
1030 - 1445
Table-Tennis
1515 - 1730
Classical Ballet by
Southern School of Dance
1800 - 2230
Table-Tennis
(Match / Team Practice)
FRIDAY
0700 - 0745
0800 - 0845
0915 - 1015
1030 - 1130
1145
1245
1400
1900

-

1215
1330
1830
2230

SATURDAY
0900 - 1545
1600 - 1800

Spin Blast with Davinia
Spin Blast with Davinia
Body Sculpt with Dori
Yoga for Everybody (Adult)
with Nancy
Circuit Training with Davinia
Table-Tennis
Gymnastics by Multi-Sport
Table-Tennis

1830 - 2230

Gymnastics by Multi-Sport
Jazz Funk / Hip-Hop Dance
by Island Dance
Table-Tennis

SUNDAY
0900 - 2230

Table-Tennis

General Information

Club Sports Contacts
CRICKET
Captain of Cricket
Sean Robson		
9172 3091
email: robsoncricket@gmail.com

HKCC Sports Coaches
For all enquiries, please call Sports Desk, 3511 8698 email: recreation@hkcc.org

Cricket

WOMEN’S CRICKET
Convenor
Natasha Miles		
2576 7879
email: tash.miles@gmail.com

Head Cricket Coach
Craig Wright
Scott McKechnie

GAPPERS CONVENOR
Mark Wright		
6461 4445
email: markwright@hkcc.org

Nizakat Khan

HOCKEY
Convenor
Matthew Deayton
9612 8444
email: matt8889@gmail.com

Golf

LAWN BOWLS
Convenor
Andrew Gerrard		
6385 2260
email: gerrardandrew@outlook.com
Ladies Captain
Garish Davies		
9270 4849
email: garishdavies@hotmail.com
NETBALL
Convenor
Krystle Edwards
email: netballconvenor@hkcc.org

Jasmine Titmuss

Adrian Waters

Gym & Fitness

email: jasminetitmuss@hkcc.org

Member of the Professional Golfers Association
Golf Clinics and Junior Programme
Phone: 3511-8699
email: golf@hkcc.org

Bachelor’s Degree in Sport and Exercise
with Honours in Exercise Physiology
Phone: 9274 1230
email: bensimpson@hkcc.org
Schwinn Cycling Certified Instructor (Bronze level)

Davinia Ng

TRX Suspension Training Certificate
Agatsu Kettlebells Instructor Certificate Level 1
The Personal Training Academy Global Certificate (PTA Global)
Phone: 9151 1641
email: daviniang@hkcc.org
Hong Kong Triathlon Coach Certificate Level 1
Schwinn Cycling Certified Instructor (Bronze level)

Netball

SQUASH
Convenor
David Hewitt		
6397 2412
email: davidahewitt@gmail.com

Rugby

TEN PIN BOWLING
Convenor
Tony Ku
email: tonyykku@gmail.com
Captain
Nicholas Brown

email: khannizakat@hkcc.org

Ben Simpson

Club Captain
Rohan Cook
email: rugby.captain@hkcc.org

TABLE TENNIS
Simon Chan
email: chan.simon@dorsey.com

email: mckechniescott@hkcc.org

Personal Trainer
Phone: 6406 0872
email: aminashraf@hkcc.org
Schwinn Cycling Certified Instructor (Bronze level)

Hockey

GOLF
Mark Winstanley
9193 5246
email: winstanleyma@gmail.com

email: craigwright@hkcc.org

Amin Ashraf

RUGBY
Convenor
Graeme Pyott
email: rugby.chairman@hkcc.org

TENNIS
Convenor
Debbie See
email: tennis@hkcc.org

ECB Level 4 Coach
Phone: 5500 1083
ECB Level 2 Coach
Phone: 6375 7805
ACC Level 2 Coach
Phone: 6433 9702
ECB Level 2 Coach
Phone: 9166 2602

Genevieve Rowe

Robin Manihera

Level 1 Coach
Phone: 5169 6835

email: genrowe@hkcc.org

Coaching Level 3

email: robinmanihera@hkcc.org
TBC

Squash
Chad Sunde

Phone: 9522 0434

email: chadesunde@gmail.com

Phone: 2540 1257

email: admin@multi-sport.com.hk

Swimming
Multi-Sport

Tennis
Jason Lijewski

Head Tennis Professional
Bachelor of Business
TCA Level 2 Accredited Coach
Phone 9653 2782
email: jasonlijewski@hkcc.org

Chattida Thimjapo

Senior Tennis Professional
Phone 9318 5864
email: chattida_t@hotmail.com

Yuliya Bourin

Senior Tennis Professional
USPTA Pro-1
Phone 5115 4315

Lina Gomez

Recreation Dept.
Phone: 3511 8698

email: ustyuzha@gmail.com
March 2017 The Pinkun
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HKCC …………linking with the community

Hok Shan School
Rugby 2016-17 End of
Season Write Up

T

he HKCC Rugby Community
Programme (cooperating with
Hok Shan School) started on 28th
November 2016 and successfully finished
on 19th January 2017. Both P1A and P1B
students joined a 5-week programme
with head coach Lawton Yau. Most
students had their first experience of
Rugby and gained some knowledge and
skills in basic areas such as passing,
running, footwork and ball handling,
inspired by structured fun games and
drills during the sessions. I would
take this chance to say thank you to all
the people who were involved in the
programme, especially to HKCC Sports
Development Manager, Mark Wright, and Coordinator,
Ms. Queenie Yip from Hok Shan School, who organized
and made this programme happen.

We are looking forward to the
next Rugby programme with
Hok Shan students.
Lawton Yau
8
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Australia’s first bank,
proud to be in Hong Kong
since 1971.

We’ve been helping build Australia for almost 200 years. We can
also help you from right here in our Westpac Hong Kong office.
.................................................................................................................................................

Corporate & Institutional Banking
and Financial Markets
Leverage our expert knowledge in foreign
exchange and commodities trading; debt and
global capital markets; trade finance; structured
commodity finance; asset finance and
transactional banking.

Moving to Australia
Whether you’re helping a child to
settle into university, relocating with
your family or establishing business in
Australia, we’re able to help connect
you to the right people and services
before you move.

.................................................................................................................................................

Discover our capabilities by contacting a relationship manager today.
Level 16 York House, The Landmark, 15 Queen's Road, Central, Hong Kong
+852 2842 9888
westpac.hk@westpac.com.au
www.westpac.hk

Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL 233713 is incorporated in Australia
with limited liability. Westpac Hong Kong Branch holds a banking licence and is subject to
supervision by the Hong Kong Monetary Authority. Westpac Hong Kong branch also holds a
licence issued by the Hong Kong Securities and Futures Commission (SFC) for Type 1 and Type
4 regulated activity.

Reciprocal Clubs

HKCC Reciprocal Clubs, Overseas
Australia

Canberra Club Ltd.
Melbourne Cricket Club
Queensland Cricketers Club
Royal Automobile Club of Australia — Sydney*
Royal Automobile Club of Victoria (RACV) Ltd.*
Royal Kings Park Tennis Club
Tattersalls Club, Sydney
Western Australian Cricket Association
The Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club, Melbourne

Canada

The National Club - Toronto, Ontario
Toronto Cricket Skating & Curling Club

China
England

Beijing Riviera Country Club*

India

Best Club, Bangalore*
Bombay Gymkhana
Ibiza- The Club, Calcutta*
India Tennis Centre*
Princeton Club, Calcutta
The Cricket Club of India, Mumbai*
Umed Club, Jodhpur*		

Indonesia
Japan

Marylebone Cricket Club
Stoke Park Golf Club*
The East India Club*
The Lansdowne Club*
The Naval & Military Club (The In & Out Club)*
The Royal Over-Seas League*
The St. James’s Hotel & Club*
Lindrick Golf Club, Nottingham

International Sports Club of Indonesia, Jakarta
The Yokohama Country & Athletic Club

The WPCC was founded in 1864. The first recorded media
entry regarding the Club was on 11th October 1864 when
the Cape Argus announced “A cricket match will be played
at Wynberg tomorrow between two teams of the newly
formed WPCC. One eleven will be composed of residents
of Cape Town and Wynberg and the other of those in
Claremont, Rondebosch and Diocesan College.
Wickets will be pitched at 10.00 a.m.”

Malaysia

Penang Club
The Kinabalu Club, Sabah
The Raintree, Kuala Lumpur
The Royal Selangor Club, Kuala Lumpur

Philippines

Manila Club Inc.
Nomads Sports Club, Manila

The Sports Centre opened in 2003 and offers
the following facilites:

Scotland

The Royal Over-Seas League, Edinburgh*
The Royal Scots Club, Edinburgh*
The Western Club, Glasgow*

• 2 Turf Fields which can accommodate both
Cricket and Hockey.

Singapore

Singapore Cricket Club
The British Club

South Africa Kelvin Grove, Cape Town

Western Province Cricket Club

Thailand

USA

Chiangmai Gymkhana Club
R.B.S.C. Polo Club, Bangkok
Royal Bangkok Sports Club
The British Club, Bangkok
University Club of Chicago

Affiliate Member Clubs:
Shanghai Cricket Club
Bickley Park Cricket Club, Bromley,
Kent, England
Stragglers of Asia, England
The Crusaders, Melbourne, Australia
"The Willows", Christchurch, New Zealand
10
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• 1 dedicated Cricket Oval
• 4 Bowls Greens with separate Clubhouse
• 2 Hockey Astroturfs
• 6 Glass Backed Squash Courts
• Indoor Centre

* Accommodation Facilities Available
• Signing In
• Method of Payment
• Maximum Length of Stay
• Restrictions
This information may be obtained from HKCC Membership
Secretary, Clara Hung, on 3511-8616
Please note that Introduction Cards must be collected from
the Club’s General Office prior to your visit to these Overseas
Reciprocal Clubs

Cricket

Round-Up by Captain of Cricket, Sean Robson

O

ur Premier League
Team has won 5
matches out of 7,
having beaten the
Cricket Hong Kong
Eleven in early January by 87 runs.
Giacomo Lamplough and Scott
McKechnie laid the foundation of
the Club’s 259 total, scoring 56 and
61 respectively. In reply CHK were
all out for 172, with Ryan Buckley
(3-30) and Tim Cutler (2-31) the
leading bowlers on the day.
In Sunday’s Elite competition, Matt
Rafter’s Scorpions secured back to
back victories against the Wanderers
meaning the Scorps have now
won three games from 6, while the
Wanderers need a win to resurrect
their season which stands at two
wins from five matches.

stumbled against the Crusaders and
USRC after Christmas. Santosh Iyer
and Toby Brown hit 33 and 26* in
the Nomads’ total of 106 against the
Crusaders. Daniel Clyne took an
impressive 4-24 with the ball.
With the business end of the season
approaching, there is still plenty to
play for by most of the teams.

I take this opportunity
to thank all our Coaches,
scorers, umpires and
staff, especially Joel and
the ground staff, for
making cricket at the
Club such a wonderful
experience.

In Division Two, the Optimists,
having been beaten by Sri Lanka,
need to collect a series of wins to
push for promotion to Division
One next season. Against Shaffi’s
Vagabonds, Hugo Marland
starred with the ball, taking
5-26, ably supported by skipper,
Elliot Andrews, who snared 3-29.
Completing the 94 runs needed for
victory, Courtney Kruger and David
Jacquier were both unbeaten on 36.

Away from the Club, but still with
some of our Players and Coaches
involved, we look forward to the
exciting five days of cricket that
is the T20 Blitz at Mission Road
from March 8th to March 12th.
There is no Gappers or league
matches scheduled that weekend,
so do go along to watch the likes of
Shahid Afridi, Kumar Sangakkara,
Tillakaratne Dilshan, Darren
Sammy, Tymal Mills play.

The Sri Lanka game was a different
story - the Opties batting first and
scoring 253, thanks to another
Captain’s knock from Elliot
Andrews, who scored 93. Steve
Pitt struck 36 valuable runs, too.
Ryan Rollason took 3-70 and Hugo
Marland 2-39 but Sri Lanka met
their target with three overs to
spare.

Last but not least, I end my notes by
bidding a fond farewell to Senior
Coach, Scott McKechnie. Scott
joined us five years ago from the
MCC Young Cricketers and during
that time has established himself
as a very popular and successful
member of our Coaching Team. On
the pitch, at first, it could be said
Scotty took ‘a season to acclimatise’
to the Hong Kong conditions, but
then followed a period when he
hit double centuries with ease and
scored more runs in Sunday League
cricket than any other batsman. A
tidy and quick a keeper, you will not
see, even though his refusal to wear
a helmet has sometimes resulted
in a few stitches, as we recently
witnessed on Tour in South Africa.
An hour after returning from the
Johannesburg Hospital and with 61

The Saturday League saw the
Witherers bring the Ramblers’
perfect record to an end, winning
the derby in early January. Since
then, the Ramblers are back to
winning ways with a strong win
over CCC, giving JA’s reigning
champions a large lead at the top
of the table, having won eight from
nine games. The Witherers lost to
CCC leaving them with five wins
from seven matches. The Nomads

needed to win off four overs, Scott
treated the crowd to a sensational
display, hitting 57 from just 21 balls
to win the match. Quite the best way
to sign off, Scotty!

On behalf of the Club, the players,
Members, parents and Gappers,
I wish Scott and Sian all the very
best for the future. The good news
is that I understand they will not
be leaving Hong Kong so we will
hopefully see them around, either at
cricket grounds or in one of many
bars or restaurants. Happily, some
things do not need to change after
all.
Enjoy your cricket!
Robbo
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South Africa Cricket Tour,
26th January – 7th February, 2017

T

his tour had really been
building for 4 years i.e. ever
since our 2013 tour, that in
turn followed the Club’s first South
African tour in 1996. We could not
wait to return! Like good wine, of
which mercifully there are ample
supplies in the Cape, our tours just
seem to get better as time goes on, and it
was fitting that our Chairman Gavin, who had led both
the 1996 and 2013 tours, was able to join us, with Jayne,
for our final game in Johannesburg. Bob the King, Tour
Manager extraordinaire, Courtney, Wrighty and I had
been fortunate enough to tour in 2013, and I for one had
ever since dined out on recollections of side-splitting
fines session antics, amazing hospitality, great food and
wine, beautiful scenery – oh, and hard-fought cricket too!
Could 2017 cap it? Oh yes, and some…

were incarcerated in solitary in a window seat at the back
of Economy for 13 hours, unable to move and forgotten
by his troops, three of whom had found themselves
unapologetically upgraded to Premium. It took several
of us fellow Economy travellers to shoe-horn him out,
ensure he was able to find relief at last in Jo’burg’s
ablutionary facilities, and regain his customary calm,
smiling demeanour…

Armed with spanking new cricket shirts, t-shirts of
varied hues for different events and bright purple
Rolexes, all strawberry-emblazoned, most of us gathered
in the Top Bar to kick off the tour, and toast both the
Club and our most generous sponsor, Lord Strawberry.
Thank you, Rodney, so much for your support; just a pity
you could not join us.

Into the coach we piled. A 15 minute check-in and turn
round at the hotel, and we were looking good for the first
game that same afternoon. Except for one slight problem
– after months of drought, it was now chucking it down!
Rain had seeped under Cape Town CC’s covers, so a
decision had already been taken to play at Wynberg High
School instead. With Taylor Swift blasting away, waking
up tour photographer, Tia, and banishing pessimism,
we finally arrived at the school just as the rain began to
peter out, and 30 minutes later we were out on the park,
with, yes, a magnificent late afternoon Table Mountain
backdrop!

As the journey progressed from the Club to Chek Lap
Kok, to Johannesburg and then on to Cape Town, like the
pied piper of Hamlyn we picked up various separately
travelling waifs and strays along the way, although
we almost lost both Courtney, due to passport expiry
(whoops!), and the Captain of Cricket himself! His 6’ 6”

So when we reached Cape Town after some 19 hours
non-stop travel, the full party was finally together - not,
as one confused local observer thought, a darts team, but
17 cricketers, tour Groupie Marcello, 5 intrepid WAGs,
young Charlie Varley, and of course Plucka. There we
were warmly greeted by Neil Watson, our indefatigable
local tour guide, who was later to double frequently as an
opposition cricketer, batting and bowling for a number of
different teams!

MATCH 1
Cape Town Cricket Club vs HKCC at
Wynberg Boys’ High School, 27th Jan – Isaac
“Zack” Poole, Captain
Now Wynberg is in fact the alma mater of Jacques Kallis, and
Courtney Kruger was quick to make the convincing argument
that Kallis is the greatest cricketer of all time.
David “Shane Warne” Varley made the less convincing
argument that it was Varley himself…
No one had realistically expected to play cricket on the day.
But the sun had come out, the ground dried up, and the hosts
elected to bat.
The tourists started strongly. Toby “Chunder!” Raper took
a great catch off skipper Isaac Poole that foreshadowed an
excellent fielding effort all round – there were no signs of jet lag
or headaches to be seen.
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Charles McInerney showed he is not just Hong Kong’s best
death bowler but also handy with the new ball, bowling
regulation in-jaffas that were unplayable, resulting in 2 wickets
and a bowled off a free hit...

HKCC Tour To South Africa

An edge got through to Rory Caines who held an incredible
catch, denying Varls at first slip who had quickly moved to
second slip when he saw the edge coming...
Our two more experienced pace bowlers, Royce “Roycey”
Mcdonald and Sean “Robbo” Robson held up one end with
miserly precision. Our more experienced keeper and tour
journo, Richard “Junior” Wallace, finally got behind the
stumps after some miscalculations from the skipper, and set a
high standard with no byes getting through.
From the other end, Chunder! and Brenton “Macca”
McDonald showed it was a spinners’ deck, taking wickets and
containing the runs.
Varls bowled the death overs, using guile and flight to pick up
a couple of wickets and show why he was once considered (by
himself) to be the best leg-spinner in Asia. At the end of the
innings, HKCC had 98 to chase.
The chase was clinical. Tour manager Bobby “Beverage”
Bettridge unfortunately nicked off, becoming the first recipient
of Plucka for the tour. But Rory “United We Win” Caines
and Craig “Positive First Impression” Johnstone put down
the hammers. Both made fast runs, and when they fell, Scott
McKechnie, Chunder and Charles finished it with plenty of
overs to spare.
A win first up for the tourists!
The game was played in great spirit, and the hosts provided a
fantastic post-game session that really showed the generosity
and welcoming South Africa hospitality that we were to see
time and time again on tour.

The highlight of the evening, apart from the WAGs’
reciprocal fines and Shandy mug-off (!) was the formal
presentation to HKCC of a copy of the recently published
history of Cape Town CC. This is a memorable and
painstaking study, which our Chairman Gavin had
helped to initiate 4 years ago in that self-same room, with
our club contributing substantially towards the cost of
production.
The first night on tour then saw various members off
to the interestingly named “Village Idiots” Bar, with
rumours abounding the next day that not only had Dark
Horse and Jonno found overwhelming popularity with
certain visitors from Croydon, but that the ever youthful
Bob the King had only just resisted becoming the tour’s
one and only Toyboy!
To Stellenbosch we embarked next day, heading for the
Distell Cricket Ground and our second match, against
Scorpions CC. Buoyed by the rolling hills and seemingly
endless views of sun-kissed vineyards, we were brought
back to reality as we arrived at the ground to find it
situated precisely next to the local water-treatment plant
– albeit with a magnificent mountain backdrop! After
formal pictures at the ground, Rory led his team into
battle (see below), while the rest of us re-boarded the
coach and headed for the sybaritic delights of a WineTasting tour!
Good connections are one of the hallmarks of a great
Captain, and luckily for those not playing cricket that
day, Robbo possesses them in abundance - especially in
the wine industry! A tasting for some, guzzling for the
pros and drinking for most of us, kicked off at the Neil
Ellis Winery, whence on to a magnificent long tasting
and lunch on the sun-dappled terrace at Rust en Vrede.
Splendid wines, accompanied by humongous steaks, just
kept on coming. This may possibly explain why Plucka
got lost in a tree and Charlie Varley, recovering from
biting his glass and almost swallowing the broken slivers,
was swiftly outsourced to a nearby table of complete
strangers. Plans to visit a third winery were sensibly
abandoned, and instead the afternoon was capped by
a private viticultural tutorial from our Captain as we
meandered through the vineyards back to the waiting
coach.
Thank you, Robbo, for a wonderful day!

And what an amazing fines session it was in the oppo’s
changing-room back at Cape Town CC’s historic clubhouse; with no WAGs allowed in, the Captain of the Day,
Zack, later admitted finding the virulent antics make him
question the strength of his masculinity, and even the
long-suffering Plucka was a tad shocked, as he separately
recounts in his own journal (“See Plucka Duck goes
to South Africa”) But everyone else found it hysterical,
warming us up nicely for the post-match speeches and
prizes.
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MATCH 2
Scorpions Cricket Club vs HKCC at Distell
Cricket Ground, Stellenbosch, 28th Jan –
Rory “Sugar” Caines, Captain
On what was set to be a baking hot day, we lost the toss and
were not unhappy to be put in to bat. Paul Watkins opened
the batting with HKCC’s resident local, Gareth Harte, and
got the team off to a solid start. Watko was the first to fall,
caught at square leg, but kindly paused as he left the field to
warn the new batsman that the pitch was “extremely slow”.
Incoming batsman, Rory Caines, chose to completely ignore
this advice and chipped his first ball straight back to the bowler.
At 20-2 the start was looking a little less rosy but the ship was
steadied by some sensible batting from Courtney Kruger, Craig
Johnstone (no reverse sweeps) and Charles McInerney. Another
flurry of wickets as we approached the 100 mark caused a
little wobble, but in strode Mark Wright. Well supported
by The King, Bob Bettridge and later Brenton McDonald,
Wrighty provided a masterclass in power-hitting, smashing 68,
including 29 off one over! Mark departed on the penultimate
ball of the innings. One ball, was all Brenton needed to run out
his father, Royce, without facing a ball and securing him Plucka
that evening. The momentum however had well and truly
swung in our favour.
Wrighty, having dusted himself off, opened the bowling with
typical control, while Charles McInerney sought to perfect his
“regulation in-jaffers” from the other end. Both bowled tightly
with 1 early breakthrough, bringing their star batsman to the
crease. In what was later described by their captain as “the way
to play on this pitch”, the number 3 swatted and swiped his
way to a quick 50 (without a single scoring shot on the offside).
As the bowlers were rotated, the McDonald family bowled well
in tandem, with Royce’s bad fortune continuing in the form of
3 dropped catches from his bowling. The game remained in the
balance throughout with wickets taken at key times, just as they
seemed to be getting away. Enter Charles McInerney. 2 wickets
in 2 balls, with 30 runs still to chase and the game once again
looked to be ours. Unfortunately, it was not to be and the South
African grit and determination, that we came to know all too
well over the course of the tour, really came to the fore. Their
number 10*, with nerves of steel stroked 3 boundaries and ran
some quick singles to relieve the pressure and get the Scorpions
home with 2 overs to spare.
A great day and tight contest was topped off by a wonderful
barbeque and some awards from our hosts including “Mr
Reliable” to Paul Watkins, “I used to be fast” to Royce
McDonald and a well-deserved Man of the Match to Mark
Wright. It also marked the moment that the group discovered
Klippies & Coke, a local favourite, distilled in Stellenbosch
that remained prevalent throughout the trip. A big thank you
go to our hosts, the Scorpions, for a wonderful game and their
hospitality. It was a great day and evening had by all.
[* off-field waiting to bat, he had presciently warned me
that Scorpions had a sting in their tail! – Ed.]
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A late ride home did not stop some of us sampling
Cape Town’s nightlife again, but most had an early
night to gird ourselves for the key 50-over match vs
Western Province Cricket Club the next day. Along with
their former home of Newlands, Western Province has
probably the most beautiful backdrop to a cricket ground
in South Africa - possibly the world. So with the clearest
of deep blue skies and a cool breeze heralding our arrival,
a truly memorable day was in prospect.

HKCC Tour To South Africa

MATCH 3
Western Province Cricket Club vs HKCC
at WPCC, Sunday 29th Jan - Sean Robson,
Captain of Cricket
Opposition skipper, Neil Watson, kindly offered me the toss and
after consulting my senior advisers, I decided to field.
With Table Mountain imperious and watchful above us, we
strode onto the splendid, lush green pitch.
Into the wind came Mark Wright, Junior coping well with the
lift and pace behind the stumps. On came Isaac and Royce who
both created pressure which resulted in a wicket each. Both
were caught and shortly afterwards Isaac claimed a third - a
catch for Alex Brookes. Three quick wickets to make it 69-3
from 16 overs. Two big stands of 104 and 87 pushed Western
Provence towards their final total. Johnno bowled well and
broke the first stand, trapping Curtis LBW for 49.
Robbo and Junior, with a combined age of over 115, teamed up
to dismiss Italy Skipper, Ale Bonoro, who made a stylish 83.
Scotty McKechnie took the boundary catch to seal the fate of
Derek Mitchel, who hit a fluent 55, slowing the run rate down
significantly in the process. Craig Johnstone’s direct hit ran
out Ian Hopton, but the damage had been done and the innings
closed on 272 for 7.
In reply HKCC lost wickets at regular intervals. Varls nicked
one in the first over and Scotty chose the wrong line to fall
LBW shortly afterwards. Gareth played some fine shots for his
32 and Courtney struck 5 sixes and excellent straight drives
before he fell for 59 to the guile of Neil Watson, who had placed
the one boundary fielder in cow corner to gratefully receive
Krug’s slightly mis-timed shot.
The middle order was well marshalled by Mark Wright, who
played a beautifully paced innings of 61 before being bowled.
He was well supported by Isaac, who managed to find short
fine leg at the second opportunity for 18 and Alex Brookes took
his opportunity really well scoring 44. Scotty’s Go Pro camera
made a brief appearance at the crease on my helmet near the
close, to highlight the full extent of my technical flaws. HKCC
all out for 241, falling short by 31 runs.
The special day moved off the pitch to a hilarious fines session
followed by a fine dinner on the balcony, a magnificent sunset
forming the background. It was my pleasure to hand out the
prizes for the bowler (Rory Millam) and batsman (Ale Bonoro)
of the day, along with mementos to Scorer Ailsa, Skipper Neil
Watson and Chairman of Cricket, Trevor Pope. Earlier in the
day Western Provence Cricket Club Chairman, Neil Strybus,
was presented with a trophy to commemorate the match and
a very enjoyable and much appreciated visit by our touring
party.
That evening, despite Scotty’s tender first aid
administration, I retired early with a groin strain
incurred late in the game going for a quick single.
Most had called this stupid, but I of course called it a
successful sacrificial bid to get the run-rampant Dark
Horse to the other end and on strike! It must have really
spurred him into action, since yet more rampant equine
dance moves are rumoured to have been on display later
down by the Waterfront...

The next day saw golf for some, while others took the Big
Red Bus to the foot of Table Mountain and then the cable
car to the top. Staggering views and cute wild dassies
(or mountain rats!) entertained us before we rode back
to town past the beautiful beaches of Camp’s Bay. Sadly
there was not enough time for the planned afternoon
trip to Robben Island, since a prompt departure for the
formal tour dinner was imperative!
Courtesy of Neil and Western Province CC we had
been invited to Newlands for a private dinner in the
Long Room. What a privilege! Team photos first on the
hallowed turf (after compulsory high heel removal!), a
history of the ground as the sun began to set, and then
a delicious meal, capped by speeches, post-prandials,
cigars (and a fines session!) on the terraces. A wonderful
way to end our visit to Cape Town.
A 4.30am start for the flight to Jo’burg was a nasty
shock to the system, but miraculously (the first time
ever, according to Bob) we were all in the coach on time.
An easy flight and we were soon on the road to Kruger
National Park! A somewhat comatose start to the long
drive gradually morphed into a raucous, roadie-fuelled,
wild-life-anticipatory ride; so as soon as we’d arrived
at the Skukuza Camp and grabbed a quick dinner by
the hippo/croc-infested river, we were all aboard for
a fascinating night safari. Multiple animal sightings
included the rarely seen leopard, but for some the most
thrilling moment was when our intrepid guide leapt out
of the truck to rescue the iPhone that Zack had dropped
only a few feet from a pair of mating lions!
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MATCH 4
Nyonis Lowveld Cricket Club vs HKCC at
Skukuza Cricket Ground, 1st Feb - Paul
‘Watko’ Watkins, Captain
After that incredible night safari we arrived fresh for our match
against Nyonis Lowveld Cricket Club at the Skukuza Cricket
Ground inside Kruger National Park. Immediately on arrival
we knew that this was going to be a special day as each member
of the opposition greeted us with a warm handshake and a
friendly greeting.
The pitch looked pretty hard and flat and although we lost
the toss their skipper nonetheless offered us the choice and
we decided to field. It was very hot and dry and hard work.
Wrighty and McInerney opened up and bowled tidily without a
breakthrough. At that point the skipper turned to the CoC, Sean
Robson, who continued his great tour with the ball, ripping
the heart out of the LNCC top order finishing his 5 overs with
the remarkable figures of 3 for 8 with 3 maidens. At the other
end, their opening batsman Ryan Tate looked all class and was
on target to make a big score before he played a poor swipe
across the line and was bowled by Isaac. The LNCC skipper
Greg Cruse was going along well and took a liking to Brenton’s
leggies, hitting him for a few massive sixes over midwicket,
but to Brenton’s credit he kept giving it a rip and eventually
got his man for the top score of the innings, 75. The skipper
had one final card to play and that was to give Rory “Frog in a
Blender” Caines his first bowl for the club. The optimism was
rewarded with a pretty good display of line and length bowling
which quite frankly seems impossible with that action. Worth
another look and could be a handful on his day. We finally
cleaned up their tail for a total of 176. It was probably below par
on that pitch and with 40 overs to chase and the depth of our
batting line up we knew we were in with a good shot.

their cricket sock. A pretty disgusting outcome which is sure to
make the guys consider their post-match hygiene much more
closely.

After a boerewors and salad roll for lunch, Isaac joined Watko
at the crease. Their openers bowled tight lines, and with the
ball starting to keep low and skidding on, we needed to be
watchful. Watko survived a stone-dead LBW shout and soon
Isaac got one of his own as he was out trying to launch one
over midwicket. CK came in and played a couple of lovely shots
before he feathered an edge slashing at a wide one. Toby Raper
joined Watko with the score at 2/39 and they knew they had
some real recovery work to do. They both played the conditions
well, taking lots of singles and twos and kept the scoring
rate ticking over. After seeing off their two better bowlers,
the pickings got a bit easier and they took the opportunity to
score some well needed boundaries. Toby hit some lovely cover
drives and Watko scored well square of the wicket. With the
asking rate never getting above 5 an over the chase remained
comfortable throughout. Once the target was under 50 a flurry
of late boundaries got us over the line with a few overs to spare
and for the loss of only 2 wickets. Watko finished on 92* and
Toby scored his maiden 50 for the Club (50*).

And just to make sure we really did, several of the oppo
altruistically accompanied us back to the camp for a few
more beers by that perilous moonlit river…

In what seems to be a South African tradition, the post-match
fines session was a classic. Firstly, every member of our team
was required to see off a can of beer poured through a beer
funnel made from a kudu horn. Then, in what seems to be
another standard, all those who had not showered before the
fines session were forced to drink their beer filtered through
16
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The post-match braai which followed was outstanding and the
final highlight of the evening was an ill-advised 400m race
around the oval between Brenton and Charles (Charles won).
Slow drunk cricketers running around after nightfall in an area
where predators freely roam is more like a mobile buffet than a
race. But fortunately no harm done, and like the token Aussie
guy from their team, Big Dave, said (who has had malaria 22
times over the last 17 years), “it’s a dangerous place mate, but
you’ve just got to get out there and enjoy it!”

After a bracing early morning safari with even more
animal sightings – zebras, those mating lions again
(still at it!), rhinos, giraffes, elephants, buffalo and many
others, we boarded the coach, all on time again, for the
drive back to Jo’burg. After a somewhat less roadiefuelled return journey, and rapid turn round at our hotel,
we re-boarded our coach and headed for dinner at Doug
Gain’s house.
Wow – what a wonderful evening we were then treated
to by Doug and his fiancée, Leigh. With most of the
oppo for our next two games there too, the generosity
of our hosts and the enthusiastic welcome we received
from everyone was quite overwhelming – great banter,
delicious food and drink, not to mention a highly
amusing raffle with prizes of the sorts of toys that made
Plucka blush right down to his tail-feathers! Thank you,
Doug and Leigh, so much.
Getting up bright and early for the next day’s successive
Golf and Cricket matches against the Nomads was not
easy…
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MATCH 5
Nomads Cricket Club vs HKCC at
Johannesburg Country Club, 3rd Feb – David
‘Varls’ Varley, Captain
HKCC 7/170 defeated Nomads 9/169 with 3 balls to spare (in a
20/20 match)
“All wins are good, but some are really special” - this game was
one of them!
After being thrashed in the morning on the Golf Course by
the Nomads, the travel-weary HKCC took on the Nomads
Cricket Club in the afternoon in a 20/20 match. A perfect
setting, that included a cricket ground with a big tree at
cover point - yes, a tree - as the Nomads batted first and
got off to a flyer. Going with a predominant all spin-attack,
Isaac Poole bowled with guile to grab an early wicket, as
Nomads quickly raced to 60 off 6 overs. The 2 Ronnies....I mean
the 2 Leggies.....Brent-Meister McDonald and Varls pulled
HKCC back with 2 wickets each and lots of variations (and
appeals), and Tobes and Jonno also stepped up to grab 1 and
3 wickets respectfully (thanks to some brilliant keeping from
Rory Caines - replacing Scotty who was taken to hospital with
a nasty head knock/gash during the 4th over). So instead of
getting 200 in 20 overs, we restricted Nomads to 169, and were
still in with a chance.
At 2/35 off 7 overs, HKCC looked dead and buried. Despite
the efforts of Jonno (20), Courts (31), and Wrighty (20), we
still needed 60 runs to win off 24 balls, with 3 wickets in hand.
Odds would have been about 100/1 and climbing.
“Cometh the hour, cometh the Champion” is what legendary
commentator Bruce MacAvaney once said, and Scott
McKechnie, with 8 stiches above his eye, bandaged up,
blood-splattered like a Gladiator from the movie..........
ummm.......’Gladiator’, arrived back from the hospital and
strode in at the 15th over. He proceeded to tear the Nomads’
attack in one of the most remarkable innings ever played for
HKCC. Scottie scored 52 off 19 balls, hit multiple 6’s and 4’s,
and combined with Isaac Poole got us home with a few balls to
spare. What a win for HKCC!!

A day at the Wanderers watching the 3rd ODI against
Sri Lanka in the Kent Park Taverners box, courtesy of
Rob Hearle (PK’s Dad), was a great way to celebrate our
win, and the event was made especially lively as it was
“pink day” in aid of SA’s breast cancer charity. Not the
best game of cricket ever, but a pitch invasion by a swarm
of bees made it a memorable one! Drawn in doubtless
by all the lurid pink on display (not least the beautiful
pink tutus worn by Lisel and myself but inexplicably
by no one else from HKCC!) they forced an hour-long
break in play, but another opportunity to enjoy this very
social box. Strawberry Rolexes were awarded to anyone
asking the origin of our prominent Strawberry logos, but
special gratitude is due to Rob - both for his wonderful
hospitality and, though he was ruing it quietly all day, for
getting Scotty patched up in hospital so quickly the day
before! Thank you so much.
And so to the Oppenheimers for our final fixture.
Unfortunately our hitherto excellent driver had no idea
where the ground was, so a journey that should have
taken 25 minutes, took us three times as long. But, thanks
to a google-mapping Gazza, and a Securicor ‘pilot’ for
the final approach, we made it in the nick of time to this
wonderful and exclusive ground.

A brilliant and hilariously funny fines session hosted by
Nomads’ Jack, ably supported by our Toby, topped off a
sensational day.
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MATCH 6
J. Oppenheimer XI vs HKCC at N.F.
Oppenheimer Ground, Randjesfontein,
5thFeb - Courtney ‘Courts’ Kruger, Captain
For those that might not be aware, Nicky. F. Oppenheimer
was previously the Chairman of De Beers Diamond Group
until 2012, at which point the family stake was sold to Anglo
American Corporation and cemented their position as South
Africa’s richest family.
We were up against what is known as the Jonathan
Oppenheimer XI for the day. Jonathan is Nicky’s son, and
historically chooses a select XI to play against overseas touring
sides. Both Nicky’s XI as well as Jonathan’s XI were previously
selected to play against International Test teams, who would
play the first game of their tour at this beautiful venue. The
XI selected to play against HKCC included a number of
individuals who had played for Nomads a few days before but
were reinforced with ex Test cricketer Clive Eksteen, ex ODI
player Derek Crookes and Bradley Wise, who had done the
majority of the damage against the previous HKCC touring side
in 2013.
Doug Gain, better known as “Spoon”, won the toss and decided
to bat in what was to be a declaration game encompassing
100 overs for the day. Their openers started well with Warren
Dugmore and Andrew Crawford putting on 42 for the first
wicket before the former was dismissed by our Captain of
Cricket, Sean Robson, for 14. Spoon entered and continued the
momentum before Isaac Poole, who ended up bowling 17 overs
on the trot, had Dugmore caught brilliantly at slip by Gareth
Harte. Jack Coetzee, a hard-hitting right hand bat, entered and
put on a partnership of over 100 with Spoon, with Jack making
74 before being dismissed and Spoon eventually run out for
54. Our main focus was to try and get them to put the impetus
on the game and stick to our disciplines which I thought we
did very well, sticking to our plans and forcing them to make
the mistakes. We picked up a further 3 quick wickets before
Christian Kellerman made a quick fire 42.
JOXI finally declared on 257 for 7, leaving us just over 40
overs to bat in the afternoon. All of the bowlers were excellent
and contributed. Mark Wright ran in hard with a stiff back,
bowling 13 overs and was unlucky to not get a wicket. Charles
McInerny bowled a few “regulation in-jafferers”, and both Sean
Robson and Royce McDonald bowled with immense discipline
and experience. Isaac Poole was however the pick of the
bowlers, finishing with figures of 3 for 72 off 17 overs, which,
as said above, he bowled on the trot.
Rory “Sugar” Caines and ex Captain of Cricket Paul Watkins
opened up for us and started nicely before Watkins received
a good ball and was caught well by Spoon at first slip for 9.
Unfortunately outgoing Coach Scott McKechnie was unable
to follow up on his heroics against the Nomads and skied one
to mid-wicket. Gareth Harte somehow managed to find the
only fielder on the boundary who took an excellent catch at
Fine Leg and we were suddenly in a bit of trouble at 44 for
4. Mark Wright played nicely until he got another excellent
ball from Bradley Wise to be caught behind for 15 and was
unfortunately joined shortly by David Varley who was bowled
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by Wise for 4. Toby Raper showed off his skills, particularly
against the spinners and made a good 15. Unfortunately Sean
Robson and Charles McInerny were unable to make significant
contributions and left Isaac Poole stranded on 10 Not Out. We
had been bowled out for 154. Bradley Wise was once again the
pick of their bowlers, finishing with 3 wickets off his 7 overs
and was supported well by Stuart Hockley and Willem Klopper
who picked up a brace each.
It was a great occasion, a day that I’m sure the entire touring
party will remember forever. We were treated like royalty, with
excellent catering, hospitality and service. The ground staff, the
scorers and all of the Oppenheimer employees were fantastic
in making us feel welcome. I’d like to finish off by once again
thanking Doug Gain and the Oppenheimer family for the
experience and we look forward to returning the favour soon.
A typically boisterous post-match fines session and the
award of HKCC mementos to JOXI’s star performers
culminated with the presentation to Doug by Gavin of a
trophy to mark the occasion. A delicious dinner, capped
by brandy, cigars and great cricketing tales from Doug,
then rounded off a wonderful day at this most special
venue.
continued on Page 20 ----->
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Plucka Duck goes to South Africa
My name is Plucka Duck, you know
I’m first out of the door,
Whenever HKCC sends its
Cricketers on tour.

But sadly Toby dropped his guard;
My day ’twas not to be.
Snatched by his mates, I spent my lunch
Stuck high up in a tree!

Neil had me next, for he’d been
Spotted batting for each side,
When to my rescue Tia came She’d planned a private ride!

When last my trip was put to verse
I weighed a few pounds more,
Which p’raps explains why in NZ
And since I’ve failed to score!

To Rory (Golden!), Royce (a Diamond!)
At the ground I raced.
But post-match fines would quickly
See me freshly re-embraced.

Sadly not with me but then a
Duck can always hope,
And in her care I stayed two days,
I had no cause to mope.

But now I’m trim and very fit My feathers ne’er fantasticer.
Surely now I’ve got a chance Yeah, bring it on, South Africa!

A premature request, so sugar-sweet
The mind just boggles.
“Does night safari kit” asked Caines,
“include night-vision goggles?”

But back in Jo’burg Gazza sneaked
That Rory’d run amuck!
So, chastened, Sugar had to spend
More time with Plucka Duck.

I left the club in Gazza’s care
As youngest, ‘twas his due;
I pined though for the oldest, Bob,
And soon my wish came true.

The next day Watko’s called by Sean:
“I didn’t use my loaf - we
Can’t begin our game today
Without the blooming Trophy!”

No on-field score by Scotty
Saved me mercifully next day,
Till in the bus the final “mug-off”
Fines got underway.

A caught behind gave us the chance
Our friendship to resume,
At least till fines got started in
The oppo’s changing-room.

Left in his room (an omen dire!)
By hand it was transported.
As then was I - oh no - to him!
Would all my hopes be thwarted?

As in NZ, I held my breath,
My feathers shook like hell.
Had I a chance this time at last
to break my virgin spell?

Now in my time I’ve heard foul words
That set my tail aquiver,
But nothing to compare with what
This session would deliver.

It seemed so, ’cos tall Table Mountain
Then he climbed without me.
A ‘topless’ bus I’d missed as well.
Did he just want to flout me?

Yes! Tia’s private ride came top of
All tour misdemeanours,
And for a moment I was sure
No man could come between us.

Tour virgin Toby, shocked like me,
Soon made a schoolboy blunder.
Too fast his beer he swilled inducing –
Ugh! - a violent chunder.

Now Horse’s trews and dance steps
Showed him very poorly hooved.
So I was his next - woe is me!
My fate had not improved.

But sad to say, her ride she’d shared
With darling husband Zack.
So nobly, chaste, between them both
I had to travel back!

Thank God before he claimed his prize
He gave his hands a wash,
For next day we were off to guzzle
Wines at Stellenbosch.

Skukuza on Safari! Surely
There my luck would turn.
But Horsey left me at the table.
Would he ever learn?

Plucka, February 2017

Yes, Sauvignon and Pinotage
Are perfect for my palate,
And get me even hotter than
My usual glass of Claret.

I need a mate, and national parks
Are full of vibrant life.
Had I now missed another chance
To find the perfect wife?
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HKCC Tour To South Africa

M

ore nightcaps back in our hotel for some, but for
all, a good night’s rest before our return journey
the next morning. With our Captain of Cricket no
longer incarcerated at the back of the plane, a mercifully
problem-free flight landed us back in HK in time, for many,
to start, a tad jadedly, a full day’s work!
To echo Courtney’s words, such a great tour would not
have been possible without the efforts, generosity and
support of many different people – Neil, Doug, Rob
and all our hosts in SA, Rodney Lord Strawberry, our
Chairman Gavin and the Management, Staff and Coaches
of HKCC, CoC Sean and his Match Captains; Marcello
too for keeping us hydrated on-field, Tia tirelessly pacing
the boundary with her zoom lens capturing all our
embarrassing antics, and of course her fellow wonderful,
long-suffering WAGs – Felicity, Lisel, Sian, and Jennie.
But it is to Bob and his former assistant Noel that we owe
the biggest debt of gratitude - for master-minding and
managing the whole tour from beginning to end. Bob, you
richly deserve the Honorary Life Membership you have
recently been bestowed out of respect for all you have
done for the Club over the last 15 years - especially, it goes
without saying, for this and all the many tours you have
arranged for us. Roll on the next one!
Junior (aka Richard Wallace), February 2017
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Cricket

S

eason 2016/17 – continuing the series of
Questionnaires directed to Club Elite Cricketers
currently involved in the National Programme:

Ravi Mulchandani
1

Full Name
Ravi Mulchandani

2

Current Role/Involvement within the Hong
Kong National Programme
Member of the Hong Kong “A” Squad

3

Favourite Team
India

4

Favourite Player
Joe Root

5

First memory of Cricket
Saturday Morning Gappers!

6

Best Performance
My first game as an offspinner taking 5
wickets for 21 runs in 7 overs

7

Favourite Cricketing Memory
Wanderers vs. Scorpions derby in February
2016, when we (the Wanderers) just edged
out the Scorpions and won by 2 runs

8

Players you most enjoy watching at HKCC, who
to look out for in future
Raag Kapur and Jhathavedh Subramanyan

9

What do you most enjoy to do outside of Cricket
Socializing with friends from school and
cricket

10 Predictions on who will be the top ‘run scorer’
for HKCC this season in Saturday, Sunday and
Premier League cricket.
Raag Kapur
11 Predictions on who will be the top ‘wicket taker’
for HKCC this season in Saturday, Sunday and
Premier League cricket
Tim Cutler
12 What HKCC means to you
HKCC is a place of many fond memories
where I have made many strong friendships
and played the sport I love
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Kabir Sodhi
1

Full Name							
Kabir Sodhi

2

Current Role/Involvement within the Hong Kong
National Programme				
National Squad member, U19 vice-captain

3

Favourite Team						
Wanderers

4

Favourite Player						
Stuart Tohill

5

First memory of Cricket				
Diving for catches in the dusty maidans of
Bombay

6

Best Performance					
171 not out

7

Favourite Cricketing Memory			
Going 4 and 0 at the start of the last season
with the Wanderers

8

Players you most enjoy watching at HKCC, who to
look out for in future				
David Varley

9

What do you most enjoy to do outside of Cricket		
Listening to music and playing other sports

10 Predictions on who will be the top ‘run scorer’ for
HKCC this season in Saturday, Sunday and Premier
League cricket.						
David Varley, Raag Kapur, James Redmayne
11 Predictions on who will be the top ‘wicket taker’ for
HKCC this season in Saturday, Sunday and Premier
League cricket					
Stuart Tohill, Angus Robson, Tim Cutler
12 What HKCC means to you				
It’s been like a second home for me ever since
arriving in Hong Kong and I’ve cherished every
moment spent at the Club or playing for one of
the teams.
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Two Club Elite Women Cricketers –
The Low-down…

Name: Ruchitha Venkatesh

Name: Marina Lamplough

Shirt number: 18

Shirt Number: 21

Skill: Spin Bowling

Skill: Bowler

Favourite fielding position: Mid Wicket

Favourite fielding position: Mid off

Years representing HK: 2-3 years

Years representing HK: 4 years

Favourite Woman Cricketer: Harmanpreet Kaur
and Mithali Raj, can’t choose, both legends

Favourite women’s cricketer: Mariko Tabitha Hill

Funniest Team-mate: Pull To/ Yaz the spaz
Favourite Food: Home cooked lentils and rice
Favourite Song: ‘We come Running’ by
Youngblood Hawke, at the moment
Who inspires you: Anita Miles who has done so
much for us and more
Best cricketing moment to date: Taking my first
7-for with the ball
Worst cricketing moment to date: When I had
just started spin bowling and lost control of
the ball, bowling 8 wides in one over
Who to look out for: Young Maryam from LSW.
She’s only 13 and already shows great talent
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Funniest Team-mate: Chan Sau Ha
Favourite food: Anything Simon Evans cooks
Favourite Song: Avocado song
Who inspires you: Giacomo Luigi Buonocore
Lamplough
Best cricketing moment to date: Hitting George
Lamplough for 6
Worst cricketing moment: For HKCC- Probably
missing the bus and being made responsible...
Doesn’t matter anymore, we still won the
league!
Who to look out for: Mariko Tabitha Hill, for
sure

Cricket

Gappers of the Month Awards
Saturday		

January

8am

Amelia Bisley

Cubs & Pandas

Callum Sharkey

De Villiers

Daniyal Sutton

Khan

Lucas Flower

Amla

Alexander Pritchard

Williamson

Tom Batchelor

Root

Shaun Flett

Smith

Liam Gordon

Herath

Milo Parr

Broad

Callum Pratt

Steyn

Ethan Tams

Hawks

Bryan Ho

Rhinos

Declan Church

Geckos

Rosie Woolterton

Mini Rebels

Brendan Cheung

Black Rain

Felix McDonald

Pumas

Karthik Venkatesh

Dragons

9am

10am

		

11am

Cobras

St John Smith

Sharks

Olver Robinson

Warriors

Sophie Callow

Rebels

Richard Campbell

Wanderers I

Dhillon Gurmanraj Singh

Wanderers II

Ben Clayton

Optimists

Wednesday

January

4pm

Chater Vikings

James Atkinson

Annexe Thunder

Raghav Dalvie

Swimming Sixers

Akshaj Goel

Spinners Spitfires

Charlie Forrest

Long Room Stars

Andrew Sheary

Willow Room Renegades

Paayas Dujari

Terrace Titans

Oscar Clifton

Sportsman Sharks

Celeste Mallinson

5pm

Brendan Cheung of Black Rain
was thrilled to receive his first
sporting award!
March 2017 The Pinkun
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The Mighty Taverners
support from McDonald Senior at
the other end. Wickets however
were initially difficult to come by
with Club former Junior, Maha
Subramanyan, providing stiff
resistance opening the batting for
Shek O.
A flurry of quick wickets prior to
drinks though, including a double
wicket spell from golden arm Ian
Farrar in front of his visiting parents,
left the Taverners in a dominant
position at the break.

T

he last working day of 2016
turned on the sunshine,
allowing the Taverners to
kick off the New Year with their
traditional Christmas fixture against
rivals, Shek O Strollers.
A toss of sorts occurred in the
Sportsman’s Bar and, following a
rousing team talk centred around
how best a playing squad of 12 could
morph into 11 on the ground, the
mighty Taverners headed out into the
field first.
Cuddles took the new ball and
proceeded to give a metronomic
master class on the topic of the
corridor of uncertainty, with good

It was at this point that the Club
General Manager made the
suggestion of ‘leaking a few’ in order
to have something to chase later in
the afternoon - a suggestion which,
when implemented, turned out to be
remarkably successful.
With several Taverners’ bowling
figures (other than Asif and Brenton)
being thrown on the pyre in order
to afford the GM an opportunity
for a lengthy bat later in the day,
the ‘leakage’ mercifully stopped in
the final over with Shek O setting a
challenging total of 208 all out.
Junior up top did a good job of
seeing out the initial overs. However,
with Maha and his friend, a 7ft
lifeguard named Flynn, opening
the bowling, the quality of Shek O’s
attack resembled more a Sunday
morning at the Club as opposed to
the Friday before Christmas.

The GM and others declined their
opportunity for a lengthy bat and the
Taverners were teetering at 70-7.
With Chef helpfully pointing out to
the skipper that a loss would make
him “the least successful captain in
Taverners’ history”, fortunately for
all involved, the heroes of this story
were simultaneously meeting out in
the middle.
Bosky and Sanjay paid scant regard to
the scoreboard and batted beautifully,
knocking the Shek O bowlers to
all corners of the Gap before both
retiring not out and leaving the game
in the balance for Brenton (previously
retired), Glenn and Cuddles to chase
an unlikely comeback.    
Requiring 10 an over and with light
fading, Brenton (ably supported
by Cuddles) skilfully found the
necessary boundaries to secure one
of the more remarkable Taverners’
victories of recent times.

Thanks to Chef
for putting on the postmatch dinner that was
enjoyed by all, rounding
off a great afternoon
at the Gap.
Sam O’Malley

Taverners vs. Rugby Section
10th February 2017

A

number of seasons had passed since the rugby lads donned the whites
and took on the Taverners so it was great that on a chilly Friday
afternoon in February, the traditional fixture was resurrected.

Richard Cooke was charged with captaining the Rugby XI with his side
containing some familiar faces from the Premiership including Ben Roberts,
Rohan Cook and, of course, former Scotland International and legend of
the pro game, Andrew Hall. The Rugby Section were keen to repeat their
victorious feat of four years ago but with a Taverners’ team containing the
experience of Hale, Miles and Bettridge, to name but three, it would be a far
from easy proposition.
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and scones. No sooner had Ben reached
the crease, however, he was back at the
jam and cream after failing to trouble
the scorer. Rhod Needham was next up
and he carefully constructed a strong
score of 5 before being bowled clean by
McDonald. Ben Davey followed and was
duly dismissed sooner than he would
have hoped, also being cleaned bowled
after unsurprisingly dropping his bat as
he approached the shot.
The Rugby Lads, winning the toss, put the Taverners into
bat with the opening partnership of Miles & Hale swiftly
getting the scoreboard ticking. Kieran in particular had
an aggressive opening sequence of shots with balls being
smashed to the boundary with ease. One impressive
hit, in fact, cleared the boundary into the deep end of
the pool, much to the dismay of the bowler and to the
surprise of the Aqua Aerobics class. However, there were
early chances for the rugby side to break the partnership
had the simple catches not been directed at Ben ‘Hands
Like Feet’ Davey who dropped a record six balls in two
overs.
The Taverners continued to build a sound score with a
flurry of good luck, so Captain Cooke took affirmative
action, making a change to the bowlers. Adrian Griffiths,
the 6’8” lock forward, was the man for the ‘Petrol
Station End’ with Rohan Cook brought into attack from
the opposite side. Adrian and Rohan had a powerful
spell peppering the batsman and toppling four wickets
between them before new bowler Rhod Needham
stepped up to the crease. In a far from text book bowling
technique, Rhod produced a variety of deliveries rarely
seen at The Gap. From bouncers, to balls that bounced
twice, to balls that didn’t bounce at all clearing the head
of the wicketkeeper. It was certainly a sight to behold!
Despite an extras column resembling an opening batting
score rather than a bowler, Rhod did manage to claim
a significant wicket with a delivery that would require
Newton to rethink his theories. With a ball that slipped
out the back of Rhod’s dainty hands, it shot into the air
and dropped just as rapidly as it neared the batsman,
bamboozling him into pulling out of the shot. In slow
motion, we witnessed the ball dropping plumb on top of
the bails followed by the high pitch screams of delight
from Rhod.

It was time to steady the ship and what better person
to stop the rot than Andrew Hall. Hall, who was used
to managing such pressure being a former Scotland
international and legend of the pro game, teamed up
with Cooke for a timely tail order partnership. Hall
eventually succumbed to the swerving, dipping and
simply unplayable bowling of Hale and left the crease
with an impressive career best of 10. So it was down
to Cooke to protect his wicket allowing rugby’s secret
weapon back to the crease. 55-year old Paul Dwyer
stared down the target of 28 runs as he approached the
striker’s end and continued where he left off. A big
boundary here, a quick single there and how fitting
that Paul, who finished on 57 not out, had the last word
cutting one to the ropes for four and the win.

Notables
Batting: P Dwyer 57, Hotchin 20
Bowling: Hale 3/19, McDonald 3/31
A wonderful day played in great spirit with the Rugby XI
quick to thank their hosts as they raised a glass………….
apart from Ben Davey dropped his.
Many thanks to all that helped organize the fixture and
to Chef Simon and his staff for the post match feast.
Until next year. HK…CC.!
Andrew Hall
Former Scotland International &
Legend of the pro game

A few (five) more drop catches from Ben Davey and some
top class bowling including two wickets from former
Scotland International and legend of the pro game,
Andrew Hall, and the innings was over.

Notables
Batting: K. Hale 57; Extras 29
Bowling: R Cook 3/10
So 141 to beat and early on in the innings Rugby unveiled
their secret weapon. 50-year-old Paul Dwyer, more
renowned for his rugby prowess, began knocking away
at the target score with aplomb. Paul reached his 30
somewhat swiftly catching batsman No.3 Ben Roberts by
surprise who was just about to tuck into afternoon tea

Footnote from the General Manager: ‘Umpire-Gate’ update
The inquiry into the mystery of the two unarranged,
unannounced, spontaneous and impromptu Umpires remains
ongoing as does the debate as to who will cover their fees. At
time of going to Press, Cuddles is looking favourite!
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THE SPORTS SHOP
Callaway Golf Clubs and accessories
are available at the Club Sports Shop

Demo Golf Clubs for trial – before you buy!
Contact our Golf Pro – Adrian Waters at
golf@hkcc.org or 3511 8699 to book your trial session.

HKCC Sports Shop
Open every day
Monday to Friday 1000 to 2000
Saturday & Sunday 0800 to 2030
Enquiry: 3511 8631
email: thesportshop@hkcc.org
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A Sunny day in Macau

The Golf year kicked off with our annual Chairman’s Day in Macau. Fortunately, the weather gods were
very much on our side with beautiful sunny weather. Course was in magnificent condition and although
the wind was up, good scoring was expected.
Top score on the day and winner of the Cup, Eamonn O’Connell with 39 points.
Considering the conditions, that was an excellent score.
Justin Pearce runner up on 35 with Darren Tucker next on 34.
The Ladies winner, Ann Coughlan on 33.
Long Drive, Justin Pearce and Halijah Brewster
Near Pin, Kirsteen Pieterse and Shane Sibraa
A fine BBQ on the terrace afterwards with all but three of us making the ferry on time (I blame JP for this one).
Once again, many thanks to Gavin for hosting a great day.
For enquiries concerning Golf lessons or forthcoming golf outings e-mail golf@hkcc.org
please contact me on 3511-8698 or 9722-2671 – Adrian Waters
March 2017 The Pinkun
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Shaheen Mini Hockey Tournament – 18th February 2017

T

his past weekend saw our first Mini Hockey
Tournament for the 2017 year take place and as
always, we weren’t disappointed by the turnout or
the weather.
We were unfortunately restricted to the amount of
teams we were able to enter, due to the sheer size of the
Tournament and this meant that only a selected few of
our participants were able to take part.
This didn’t stop us or slow us down and each and every
player played their hearts out and did HKCC proud.
We had 2 U6 teams who took part and for most of these
players, this was their first Tournament ever! After
getting used to the turf and the environment, there was
no stopping these little ones. They played some good
hockey and focused on the basics they have learnt; no
bunching, pass to your team mate, and celebrate when
you score a goal… and goals they scored!!! Our U6A team
managed to get through to the semi finals and had a very
unfortunate loss in a shootout against PLKWWS. Rex
Taylor Smith won the U6 player of the tournament - well
done Rex, we are all very proud of you!
Our U8 teams saw us down a few players due to late
injuries but they did incredibly well too - they had a
mixed bag of results with some wins, losses and draws.
These players also got the chance to put into practice a
few of the set pieces we have been teaching them during
courses and its was wonderful to see - the hard work they
are putting in will definitely start reaping the rewards
soon - keep up the good work!
Our U10 team had a tricky tournament but didn’t let the
disappointment of late goals being conceded get them
down - they took to the next games with great gusto and
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determination and put a few of their own goals away in
the attacking quarter of the field. Great movement of the
ball across the field and wonderful passing saw this team
go from strength to strength and we look forward to
seeing these players continue to grow in their games.
Our U12 team is growing every year and they get
better and better at every tournament they play in. The
opposition can be very intimidating to our players to
start off with but, once we believe we can do it, they play
just as well as the opposition – there’s no stopping us.
This is a group of incredibly enthusiastic and talented
players and we know they have the ability to play some
good hockey…. Now… just to get that turf time we so
badly need!

Well done to all our players and they
represent the HKCC so well when
attending tournaments like these their sportsmanship and manners are
exquisite and they carry the HKCC
name and badge with immense pride!
Thank you to all our coaches; Karen Lee, Zoe Pearson,
Maddie Trussell, Caroline Court (U6) Paul Jenkin,
Stuart Cruikshanks, Lily Ng (U8) Pete Darley, Heather
Donovan (10) Paul Goldman (U12). We wouldn’t be
able to do any of this without parent dedication to the
children. Thanks to all parents who come down and
support and thanks to the organising club for hosting
such a successful day.
Gen Rowe

Hockey

HKCC Hockey will be represented at the
London Marathon 2017
BEN WILLIAMS - Husband to HKCC Ladies
Premier team member Katherine Rose

GAIL DEAYTON HKCC Ladies B team member

1) What has motivated you to run the London Marathon?
I am running it for my Dad, who has been unwell for
some time

1) What has motivated you to run the London Marathon?
My best friend in the UK died in August from cancer.
It’s been a way to channel my feelings into something,
and if I can raise some money for it, then that’s
a bonus. I was lucky enough to be given a place,
running for the Institute of Cancer Research.

2) How have you been preparing? Unsuccessfully
trying to find everything flat in Hong Kong to run on.
Training started properly post Christmas and I have
been building up the distance.
3) What do you think about when you run? Running! It’s
how I relax
4) 3 words that describe your running - fall over
regularly!
5) Have you ever got lost on a run? Yes regularly, Hong
Kong is a small yet confusing place.
6) How do you relax after running? Watching the HKCC
Women’s Hockey A’s in action, of course!
7) Have you ever run a marathon before? If yes, which one
and how did you do? Yes, London twice before and
Lake Kawaguchi in Japan in 2010.
8) Are you a ‘following a training programme to a T’
sort of runner or do you make it up as you go? I am
following a training plan, and I am scared of the
person who wrote it so I am trying to follow it to a T.
9) quick fire questions:
a) beer or wine? writing this in morning so it has to be
beer really
b) hills or heat? hills
c) music - yes or no - no
d) energy gel or banana? banana
e) road or trails? road
f) short shorts or regular? with short legs you don’t need
short shorts

2) How have you been preparing? Out on the roads
getting up the mileage, plenty of spinning and
stretching.
3) What do you think about when you run? Art,
music, politics. I listen to a lot of comedy, tedex or
documentary podcasts, so it depends on what I’m
listening to at the time.
4) 3 words that describe your running. Slow, challenging,
ongoing.
5) Have you ever got lost on a run? That would mean
running a long distance, no.
6) How do you relax after running? A hot bath and some
bad TV.
7) Have you ever run a marathon before? If yes, which one
and how did you do? No.
8) Are you a ‘following a training programme to a T’ sort
of runner or do you make it up as you go? Looking
at programmes, speaking to experienced people and
making it up as I go along...
9)
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

quick fire questions:
beer or wine? an ice cold beer
hills or heat? hills
music - yes, but also podcasts
energy gel or banana? gel
road or trails? trails
short shorts or regular? regular

From all of us at HKCC Hockey - we wish Ben and Gail all the best for their
London Marathon and the journey it will take them on! – Gen Rowe
March 2017 The Pinkun
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Lawn Bowls

The Perfect End - 9 out of 9!
On the 14th January 2017,
a rare event was witnessed by some in
the Lawn Bowls Section.

Y

ou may ask... was it Glyn drinking
water, Mobin turning up early for a game,
Roxy avoiding the chicken wings, Clifford
ordering an adult sized meal or Graeme uttering
words with more than two syllables? While such
events would clearly qualify, from a bowling
perspective, the achievement of Brian Hunter (Skip),
Clifford Levy and Keith Roberts, in scoring 9 points
on one end for the HKCC A Team, was a special
moment.
To put this into perspective for our cricketing
friends, this has been equated by someone in the
know, to a cricketer taking all 10 wickets in an

innings. For lawn bowls, in a team game of four
players it is common in a season for one or maybe
two teams at most to score an '8'. In fact, a special
badge is awarded to those who accomplish this task
at our Lawn Bowls Section Annual Dinner. On the
green, '8's are often accompanied by jubilant cries
of, "8!!!" (what else?) to alert all within shouting
distance of the team's bowling prowess. Our skip's
response when told of this momentous achievement
was somewhat more reserved with a simple
"Really?", but then again, he is an Accountant.
Experienced bowlers, some of whom have tried for
nearly half a century to achieve an '8', have sadly
seen the goalposts moved even further, but we know
that they will continue to strive for that Perfect End.
And in future, jubilant cries of "8" from the green
will be met with louder responses of "Is that all?",
from the chosen few.

News from the Convenor…

A

t time of writing, the winter
triples lawn bowls league is
coming to an end. Both Men’s
A and B teams narrowly missed out
on promotion on the final game of the
season while the ladies’ team are still in
with a chance of promotion as they head
into their final game.
I would like to thank captains Brian
Hunter, Texas Sze and Eunice Ng for
their efforts and the success they have
helped the Club to achieve during the
winter league!
Also, congratulations to Graeme Hand
and Esther Chan who recently won
the Club’s Men’s and Ladies' singles
competition and will go on to represent
HKCC in this year’s Champion of
Champions competition.
It’s time for a short break before we get
going again in April.
See you on the green soon!
Andrew Gerrard

32

The Pinkun March 2017

Triples teams

Lawn Bowls

Ladies' A team

Last match of the season

Open discussion

Men's B team
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Rugby

HKCC Rugby 7's Dinner
Supported by

Join us for a fun-filled evening of great food and fine wines
to kick start the

2017 Hong Kong Rugby Sevens
when we will be entertained by two rugby legends

Nathan Sharp

Played 116 test matches for Australia and captained
his country 20 times before retiring in 2012

Thursday, 6th April
Aberdeen Marina Club

Tom Shanklin

Former Welsh rugby union player, playing outside centre
for Cardiff Blues and Wales.

7.30 pm to 12.00 pm
Dress code : Black Tie or
National Dress
Seat: HK$1,350
Tables of 12 : HK$15,600
To book tables, individual seats, or to
find out more information, please email:

rugby.dinner@hkcc.org
During the evening we shall be holding a Silent Auction, the proceeds of which will go to
Watchdog Early Education Centre, a pre-school centre for children with special educational needs.
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Message from our Convenor
Season update
2017 is already flying by and we
are now three quarters of the way
through the 2016/17 Season. At the
time of writing, Demons are placed
2nd in Premier League, Devils 2nd
in Div 1, over in Div 2 we have
Dragons and Phoenix placed 1 and
2, while in Div 4 our Crickets have
a way to go in 9th place. Grand
Krystle Edwards
Finals will be held on Saturday 1st
April at HKFC with a party afterwards
in their Sportsman’s Bar.
Save the date!

Tri-Nations
Hong Kong will host the Annual Tri-Nations Tournament
which will take place from 16th to 19th March at
Kowloon Park. Currently, Malaysia is confirmed with
Zimbabwe looking to secure funding. The final team is
yet to be selected but congratulations to the following
HKCC players who are in the squad: Emma Gregory,
Anna Pinder, Michelle Warburton and Krystle Edwards.
Watch out for more information regarding game
times and come on down to support your National
team.

Coaching Clinic
Yvonne Willering will be offering Coaching Workshops
on the 11th and 12th March. Yvonne was a New Zealand
representative player between 1997 and 2002 and she
also coached the Silver Ferns. In addition, she is an
officer of the Order of New Zealand for her services to
Netball! This is a great opportunity to spend some time
with an internationally acclaimed coach, providing the
opportunity to get involved as a coach or as a player to
help her demonstrate.

Junior Netball
Commences Again
Well done to everyone on our first Sunday back! There
were some wins, draws and very close losses with 12
HKCC teams out on the courts. Positive support from
supporters did not go unnoticed - a pat on the back to
you. Coaches could be seen focused on the games with
pen and paper as they worked to support the team on
court.
Perhaps you noticed our youngest players, the Sparrows
and the Hawks teams out on the courts showing us all
where it really begins. Then, at the other end, was our
U19 team, the Mystics, who went down fighting to lose
by 2 goals.
The U16 Firebirds came back with 8 unanswered goals
in the last quarter to draw their game and the U16 Swifts
adapted very well to playing in unfamiliar positions due
to missing players in the midcourt. The U12s and U14s
showed glimpses of their potential.
Well done everyone!
Cheers, Robin

Farewell to Nerida Rigg
The HKCC Netball Division said a sad goodbye to
a gorgeous, kind and not to mention super talented
player after Christmas 2016. Nerida, Riggsy, Sienna
and Kai have moved on to greener (and warmer)
pastures in Singapore and we wish the family all the
best. Phoenix are already mourning her departure…
though look forward to visits in the near future!

Talk to Coach Robin for more info.

Umpiring
Week after week, we seem to have issues finding umpires
for our duties. There are very few independent umpires
in Hong Kong, so it is a necessity that teams provide
umpires for the league to be successful. Emma Gregory
has kindly offered to run a course at HKCC, so for all
members of the section who aren’t currently qualified,
I beg you to sign up. It’s not fair to your teammates if
you aren’t able to do your share of the duties or for your
captain who has to ring around to find someone from
another Club.
Well done so far… let’s keep pushing! It would be
great to see HKCC in the Premier, 1 & 2 Finals this
year!
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Squash

HKCC vs KCC Annual Squash Tournament
Saturday 14th January 2017
by Ellie Sackett – HKCC Acting Captain

Monique, Leanne, Frank,
Matthieu and Liam

T

HKCC Ladies Line Up: Ellie, Leanne,
Charmaine, Jessica and Monique

he first Tournament of the year
saw 16 of us HKCC squashers
facing our friendly rivals across
the water at the Kowloon Cricket
Club on Cox’s Road.
Matches were best of 3 to 15 points,
so everyone had the opportunity for
a decent hit and indeed the pairings
were so good, the majority of the
matches were very closely contested.
Liam Stevenson and Frank Achouch,
our top players, were first onto the
courts and entertained with fast
and furious rallies in closely fought
games. Their high calibre exits did
not truly reflect their scores but they
did set the pace and tone for the
remainder of the afternoon.
Mattheiu Gaonach was our first
winner of the day, playing really
competitive squash and making a
great comeback after being 1-2 down
and chasing back to win in 4. Bravo
Mattheiu!
So we were one up, two down and
optimistically anticipating some
wins with our young lady squashers
Jessica Wong, Monique Hui, Leanne
Li and Charmaine Kwok about to go
into action!
Jess faced a very experienced
former HK national player and,
despite holding her own with some
excellent rallies, couldn’t match him
in experience and came off court
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HKCC and KCC players
after the tourney

beaten but with some great learnings.
Charmaine kept her cool and the ball
hot, jostling with long, deep rallies
but finally going down in three. On
another court Monique played a
steady game, giving us our second
win of the afternoon. Yay Monique!
Leanne played a great match against
a seasoned Master player. What he
lacked in her fitness he made up in
strategy and by the fourth with more
consistent placements to the back
with some great high crosses, getting
them past Leanne’s superb reach, he
got the better of her.
With a deficit of 2 matches to KCC’s
5, Sunesh Ladharam was paired to
play the most senior KCC opposition
- senior on two accounts, the oldest
opponent playing that afternoon as
well as KCC’s President! Sunesh was
hungry for a win, but had to work
harder than he anticipated for it. As
the match wore on, the resilience of
the older player showed and Sunesh’s
game went down to the wire. He
mentally pulled himself through in
the fifth, giving us our third win of
the day. 3 – 5 - we’re catching up! A
big pat on the back Sunesh!
Hopes were high on our Men’s
Captain, leftie Brian Lau, to get us
another win. Brian didn’t disappoint
in his match play with another
closely contested battle that went to
four great games but luck wasn’t on
his side that afternoon and he came

The trophy

off defeated. Francois Dubois came
eagerly looking for some good squash
after his recent comeback from injury
and wasn’t disappointed with his
match going to 4 games and solidly
punishing his opponent’s loose shots
giving us our 5th win.
Merci Beaucoup Francois! 4 – 6 on the
scoreboard.
Hopes were high to get another win
when Patrick Wang limbered up
against one of KCC’s stronger lady
players. He had his chances in the
second game with a tightly contested
16-14 but, despite leading with 12
points in the third, his opponent went
into overdrive and took him down in
the fourth.

Squash

4 – 7 in matches and 5 to go. We were at a crucial point
in the afternoon when we had to win the remaining
matches to win the tournament.
Showtime continued with the spotlight on our Master
shot player, Bob Smith, pitted against another of KCC’s
seasoned veterans. “Tin Man” Bob had brilliant and
closely contested rallies, with the fourth game being
fiercely battled out, but his opponent got wise to Bob’s
drops and took the game 16-18.
Match score now 4 – 8 with 4 matches left and the
spotlight fixed on Henry Vera and Simon Davies to shine
and pull out the stops to give us the chance to draw even
with KCC. Simon tied up his match nicely with some
hard serves and outsmarting his opponent with a win
in 4. Well done Simon! Meanwhile Henry on the other
court was doing his very best to get us a much-needed
win. Despite some good rallies, it was not enough to put
the balance in our favour.
It was 5– 9 with 2 games in hand. But hang on, we only
had one player on hand to play. Ellie, where was our
“Last Man, Stephane Macresy?
A note of commendation to Stephane, aka Mac, who,
despite turning up to the wrong Club at Happy Valley,
endeavoured to let us know he was rushing with all
speed across the water. With all the focus and excitement
on the courts, this message came about the same time
that Mac turned up at the KCC Courts. Great job Mac!
He scrambled onto the court, quickly settling into his
game but his younger opponent had had plenty of time
to warm up as well as a home court advantage and when
Mac seemed to lose his pace in the last game, his rival
made the most of it taking him down 0-3 and taking us to
5-9 in matches.

So the pressure was off as Ellie went on court to play
one of the last matches of the day. The match went to 5,
with 3 excruciatingly close and physical games with the
opponent throwing himself onto the floor a few times
in his efforts to retrieve the ball, once even throwing
himself at her feet, knocking her over. Despite that, Ellie
kept her focus, and the match went in her favour.
Despite losing to the KCC 6 – 10, we had a wonderful
afternoon of warm camaraderie and of great squash
spectating and playing.
Post match, we were hosted in wonderful style with a
buffet dinner in KCC’s private dining room where the
splendid Cox’s Road Cup trophy was on display.
Interestingly, this Trophy when it was first won by KCC
and has been in KCC’s hands since. Hopefully, our luck
will change next year when we look forward to hosting
KCC at our courts.

Our thanks to KCC President David
Brettell and KCC Ladies Captain
Katherine Labrum for hosting a
wonderful Tournament and special
thanks to KCC’s Squash Convenor,
Aaron Lai, and our HKCC Ladies
Captain, Emma Pike, for the great
match pairings.

Annual HKCC Club Championships 2017
Men’s and Ladies’ events:
Date: 24th April - 4th June
Masters events:
Format: One day
Date: 4th June
Junior events:
Date: 24th April – 4th June
To enter, please email Chad at chadsunde@gmail.com
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HKTA Veterans’ Results: February 2017
HKCC Teams participating in the HKTA Veterans League commenced their matches in January and have
had solid results so far this season, with our Men’s 80+ A team on track for a fourth consecutive title!
Results as of 10 February are as follows:
-Combined 80+ Men Group A:
-Combined 80+ Men Group B:
-Combined 80+ Women:

4 wins 0 losses 2 matches remaining
3 wins 2 losses 2 matches remaining
2 wins 2 losses 2 matches remaining

LWTL League News:
The second half of the 2016/17 HK Ladies Tennis League season is well
underway and all three HKCC teams are confident of moving up the ladder
in this half. Results as of 10 February are as follows:
-Ladies Premier
-Ladies Div 2
-Ladies Div 3

1 win 1 draw 1 loss (currently in 5th position)
2 draws 1 loss (currently in 11th position)
1 loss (currently in 6th position)

HKTA Summer Evening League commences in April 2017:
We have a total of 8 teams participating in the HKTA Summer Evening League, which starts in
April 2017. Teams will be fielded in the following divisions:
Mens A+
Ladies A+

Mens A
Ladies A

Mens B
Ladies B

Mens D

Mens E

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all teams a successful season. Play well and let’s bring some
silverware back to the Club this summer!!

Aussie Open Social Day
Saturday 21 January 2017
The first tennis event for the new year
was held on Saturday 21st January 2017 in
conjunction with the first Grand Slam event
of 2017 – The Australian Open. The weather
was fantastic and a field of 12 players enjoyed
a great afternoon of social mixed tennis, while
daring to be hopeful that the great Roger
Federer would win an 18th Grand Slam title
the following weekend. Little did we know!!
Many thanks to those who participated and
congratulations to our Winner Adrian Hidaka
and Runner-Up Alicia LangeludeckkeI would
like to take this opportunity to wish all
teams a successful season. Play well and let’s
bring some silverware back to the Club this
summer!!
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CNY Social Day
Saturday 18th February 2017

JUNIOR NEWS

The second tennis event of the year was held
on Saturday 18 February 2017 to celebrate the
Year of the Rooster. The outstanding weather
of recent weeks continued on this Saturday
afternoon with a field of 12 players soaking up
the sunny skies and enjoying their tennis in a
fun social mixer. Great to see some new faces
at this event and many thanks to those who
participated. Of course, Congratulations to our Winner John
Woods and Runner Up, Linda Rogers

HKCC Junior Mini Slam
Saturday 25 February 2017
The 8 & under Junior Mini Slam
tournament was held on Saturday 25
February 2017. Results of the event and
some action pics will be posted in next
month’s Pinkun, as this month’s edition
had gone to print at the time of the event.

CNY Junior Tennis Camps
2017
There was a nice turnout for the 3 day CNY Tennis
Camps in February. Players worked hard on their
skills, enjoyed some great weather and had plenty
of fun under the watchful eyes of Coaches Chatt
and Yuliya!

Easter Junior Tennis Camps 2017
Be sure to sign up your
children for our Tennis
Camps during the Easter
break in April. There are
Tiger Tennis Camps for the
3-6 year olds in the Sports
Hall after lunch and Hot
Shots Tennis Camps for
the older Juniors in the
afternoons.
Also, for those Juniors who
like to mix it up with other
sports, the sign-ups for Easter
Sports Camps will also be
available at this time. Please
check the Club noticeboards
for further details on these
camps. For enquiries, contact
3511 8698 or by email:
jasonlijewski@hkcc.org. All
camp application forms can
be faxed to 3511 8630

Week 1 3, 5, 6 & 7 April (4 days: Mon + Wed-Fri)
TC 1: 2.00pm-2.55pm Tiger Tennis
(4-6 years)
TC 2: 3.00pm-5.00pm Hot Shots
(7-13 years)
TC 3: 5.00pm-7.00pm Satellite
(12+ years)
Tiger:
$980 per camp
Hot Shots: $1720 per camp
Satellite: $1960 per camp

(3-4 per class) $1176 for member’s guest
(4-5 per class) $2064 for member’s guest
(3-4 per class) $2352 for member’s guest

Week 2 10-13 April (4 days: Mon -Thurs)
TC 1: 2.00pm-2.55pm Tiger Tennis
(4-6 years)
TC 2: 3.00pm-5.00pm Hot Shots
(7-13 years)
TC 3: 5.00pm-7.00pm Satellite
(12+ years)
Tiger:
$980 per camp
Hot Shots: $1720 per camp
Satellite: $1960 per camp

(3-4 per class) $1176 for member’s guest
(4-5 per class) $2064 for member’s guest
(3-4 per class) $2352 for member’s guest
March 2017 The Pinkun
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Junior Tennis Programme Term 3, 2017
Term 2 of the 2017 Junior Tennis Programme
will conclude Saturday 1 April and Term 3 will
commence after the Easter holiday break on Tuesday
18 April. If you would like your child to learn the
game of tennis, improve their skills and have plenty
of fun in the process, be sure to sign them up for
lessons after school or on the weekends this term.
Please check the Club noticeboards for further
details, email Jason at jasonlijewski@hkcc.org or
grab an application form at the Sports Desk.

We would like to congratulate Jai Mutreja on receiving the HKCC
Junior Player of the Month Award for January 2017.
This special award is presented at the end of each month to a
junior tennis player who has excelled on the court during that
month. Ability, commitment, sportsmanship, dedication and
motivation are some of the main criteria used when determining
the Player of the Month. The HKCC Tennis Professionals
collectively vote on the recipient of this award each month.

Name: Jai Mutreja
Age: 7
Age started playing: 5
Favourite player: Andy Murray
Favourite shot: Volley
On behalf of the HKCC Tennis Coaching Team - Congratulations
to Jai.

JUNIOR LEAGUE NEWS
Junior HKTA League Spring 2017
The HKCC Junior Team has made a positive start
to the Spring League season. After losing their
first round match against LRC, they bounced
back with a great win against AMC on 10
February. Hopefully, they can build some winning
momentum over the next few weeks and best
wishes for the remaining 6 matches of the season!

Inter-Club Junior Satellite League
2017 Season 1
HKCC is once again participating in the Junior
Satellite League hosted by HK Parkview, and
2017 Season 1 matches commenced on Friday 17
February. The season will run for 12 weeks against
other clubs on the island. The Club has one team
entered this season, so if your child is 10-14 yrs old,
a Level 4-5 standard and interested in competitive
singles and doubles matchplay, then please email
Jason at jasonlijewski@hkcc.org for further details.
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HKCC Junior Championships
The HKCC’s Premier Junior Championship event will be held in March, so practise hard over the next 10
days and be ready for action!! Who will lift the trophies this year?? Get involved and find out – you have to
be in it to win it!!
Match Dates:
11th & 12th March: Junior Boys and Girls Singles & Doubles
Events: 10 & under, 12 & under, 14 & under
Date :		Saturday 11th March and Sunday 12th March 2017
Time :
Sat 1.00pm-6.00pm: 10U Doubles, 12U Singles
Sun 9.00am-3.00pm 14U Singles
Where :
Sports Annexe Courts
Cost:
$215
Entries Close: Wednesday 8 March, 2017

COACHING UPDATES
Cardio Tennis

Cardio “KEEP FIT” Tennis is a 60 minute clinic
that will really get your body moving! It is meant
to burn off the calories and use a lot of energy! You
can join this class at any level, as the intention is
that you are always moving and hitting. It is not a
technique based class, but rather a cardiovascular
workout with a lot of ball hitting. Cardio Tennis is a
big sensation in the US, Australia & Europe, and we
hope you will give it a try.
It’s a “drop in” session, which means you only
commit to coming when you have time, so this gives

you the flexibility to work around other things in
the week. The sessions are run by Coach Jason, and
have already gained a “cult” following. Try it out
and see why!
COST: $205 per session
DAY: Tuesdays
7.00am-8.00am / 8.00am-9.00am
Thursdays
7.00am-8.00am / 8.00am-9.00am
MINIMUM:
4 people
MAXIMUM:
6 people
Sign up at the Sports Desk now or email
Jason for more details jasonlijewski@hkcc.org

Ladies Clinics
If you want to work more closely on technique, footwork, consistency, doubles play and hitting a lot of balls,
these are the clinics for you. For a number of seasons it’s been a drop in session, which means you only commit to
coming when you have the time, but from 2017 onwards there will be a discount for monthly sign up!
COST: $310 per session
(Drop-In)
$280 per session
(Monthly Sign Up)
DAY:

Wednesdays
10.00am-11.30am
Fridays
10.00am-11.30am

MINIMUM: 3 players
MAXIMUM: 4 players per court
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Tennis Tip of the Month - by Jason Lijewski
Common Volley Errors and Solutions
1. Waiting for the ball: One of the most common scenarios I see with the Volley, is
players remaining too passive at the net when in attacking situations. They tend
to wait too long for the ball, and this late contact often results in them putting the
ball out, into the net or playing a weak volley back into court. Attacking the ball,
moving forward and making contact in front will make a huge difference to the
overall quality of your volleys.
2. In-correct grip: Using your forehand (eastern or semi-western grip) creates the
wrong angle at contact with the ball and will push it straight down into the net. A
continental grip should be used and will allow you to play any shot you are faced
with at the net. There is no need to change this grip once at the net. It creates the correct angle for your
racket face at contact and allows for more feel and control. Holding the racket firmly to keep a strong wrist
at contact is also important.
3. Lack of footwork: Often you see players standing upright,
racket head too low and remaining too static at the net. You
should be constantly moving at the net. Terms such as being
on your toes, balls of the feet and remembering to take a split
step prior to setting up for each volley should give you every
chance to make that next shot.
4. Court positioning: You do not want to be too far back from
the net, because this opens up the court for an easy passing
shot or being faced with playing a lot of balls off your toes.
At the same time, being too close to the net does not allow
you to react fast enough to the incoming ball and this also
makes it easy for someone to put the ball over your head with
a lob. Place your racquet on the net until your arm is fully
extended and then take one decent step back from that point.
This should place you in the best position to cover most types
of net play scenarios.
5. Swinging at the ball: A very common mistake resulting in
late contact with the ball and losing control of your shot. A
small upper body or unit turn is needed and try to maintain
a short backswing and follow through. Do not let the wrist
break but keep locked throughout the shot. Moving forward,
getting contact out in front with the head still and watching
the ball onto the strings make for a more controlled volley.
Always remember “less is more” when playing at the net.

Hope this helps and good luck on the courts.

Martin Garcia, ready to volley
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The battle of
two Henrys...

O

Annual Championship 2016 – 8th January 2017

ur Annual
Championship, or
aptly named the
“Convenor’s Cup” was
successfully held in early
January this year – this
time designed in a slightly
different format, as players
were split into three random
pools: the winner of each
group would play each other
to determine the eventual
champions. Also, for the first
time, we organised mixed
doubles in conjunction with
this year’s Tournament.
The growth of the Table
Tennis section in the past
year has been particularly
encouraging, which was
demonstrated with the
number of new faces (and old,
of course!) who showed up at
this tournament.
Congratulations to Henry
Chan, our long-time member
but first time participant
in the Tournament for
winning in an exhilarating
fashion. Henry, in a very
tightly contested final,
beat Henry Wong (also a
previous champion) in seven
breathtaking sets. We hope to
see more new members next
year!
Felix Tang
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Gym News

10 BENEFITS OF GROUP EXERCISE CLASSES
by Gym and Fitness Coach, Ben Simpson

G

roup exercise classes have been a
mainstay of the gym environment
since the leotard and spandex
wearing Aerobics craze of the
‘80’s. According to recent research,
however, more and more men are getting into
what used to be a female dominated activity.
If you haven’t experienced the satisfaction of
successfully making it through a group class,
it’s about time you did. Here are 10 reasons why
group exercise deserves to be a part of your
fitness programme:
1. Group Exercise Classes Are Motivational
Working out on your own can be boring.
Sometimes you need an external motivator.
Group classes offer it in spades. Firstly, you’ve got
the instructor to encourage you to push yourself.
Then there are the people around you. Just seeing
them pushing themselves is a great motivator in
itself. And if one of them happens to whisper,
“Keep going, you can do it,” then that’s priceless.
The variety that you find in a group class is an
extra motivator that will keep your body guessing
and your mind fresh.
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2. Group Exercise Classes Are Challenging
The number one reason that people who regularly
train at a gym don’t get the results they want is
that they don’t challenge themselves enough. In
other words, their workouts are too easy. You
won’t get that in a group exercise class. As long
as you choose the right class for your level, you
will be challenged to work harder. And you will
definitely want to do your best to keep up with
the rest of the class.
3. Group Fitness Classes Provide Variety
Our group fitness classes offer a variety of
exercise options to add fun and specialised focus
to your workouts. Group classes are available
both indoors and outdoors, and you can focus
on everything including Spin, Circuit training,
Running and Boxing. Of course, our qualified
trainer will be there with you to encourage
you as well as make sure you are using correct
technique.

Gym News

4. Group Exercise Classes Provide Structure
Knowing how to properly structure your workout
takes knowledge and skill. Many people who are
let loose on the gym floor simply don’t know what
they’re doing. As a result, they end up performing
workouts that are less than ideal. At best, they
are wasting valuable workout time, at worst they
are risking serious injury. But, when you join a
group class, all the planning has been done for
you. A certified expert trainer has meticulously
structured the workout to provide your body with
the warm-up, progressive intensity and warmdown that it needs to work safely at its best.
5. Group Exercise Classes Check on Your Form
A lot of gym goers develop sloppy exercise form.
Yet, when you’re in a group fitness class, there’s
nowhere to hide. The instructor will be moving
around watching everyone. Our job is to ensure
that you perform the movement the correct way.
If you don’t, we will guide you so that you get it
right.
6. Group Exercise Classes Will Make You More
Regular
The key to fitness is regularity. Show up, day in
and day out, and you will get results. When you
become a member of a group fitness community,
you are noticed. And so is your absence. Often,
this will provide enough of a push to get you out
the front door on days when you just feel like
staying in bed. This in-built accountability is a
major reason that group fitness class members
stick with their fitness regime longer than gym
goers who train solely on the gym floor.
7. Group Exercise Classes Are Fun
If you are going to stick at an activity, you want
it to be enjoyable. Group classes provide all of
the elements that combine to make your workout
enjoyable – mixing with like minded peers,
engaging activities, an inspiring leader, and
sweat!
8. Group Exercise Classes Help You Manage
Your Time

Even when they do manage to get through the
gym door, they are often watching the clock as
they go through their routine, not really focused
on the workout at hand. With group exercise
classes, that’s all a thing of the past. Group classes
are offered at all sorts of hours designed to suit
busy lifestyles. If we don’t offer a class at the
time you want, you can always book your own
group of friends in and select a time which works
for you! It’s amazing, too, how quickly the time
goes by when you are in a class. The classes are
carefully paced to make the time fun. You’ll be
too engaged to watch the clock.
9. Group Exercise Classes Teach You
The benefits of working with a certified Personal
trainer cannot be overstated. Personal training is a
great option, but many people simply can’t afford
it. Group fitness classes offer a cost effective way
to benefit from the expertise of a certified trainer.
You will learn new exercises, techniques and form
through the process of going through the workout
that the instructor has put together. In the process
you will learn how to work your body properly.
This will benefit you when you go back to the
gym floor and put together your own training
sessions.
10. Group Exercise Classes Are Social
When you are sweating alongside a person in a
group fitness class you have an instant connection
with them. The shared experience of getting
through the challenge of the workout creates a
bond with a like-minded person who, like you,
cares about their body and is motivated enough
to do something about it. This may lead to the
development of a friendship outside of the gym
setting but, even if it doesn’t, the bond you form
can be a motivator for you to do your best and to
show up regularly.

Interested in learning more?
Come and have a chat with one of
our friendly HKCC Training staff.

Juggling your time to get in your workout is one
of the biggest challenges faced by gym-goers.
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We collect and deliver your car
FREE OF CHARGE (Subject to distance)
We provide good quick repair service at reasonable prices

Our Competitive Labour Charges:–
From
Lubrication Service

$

210.00

Tune Up Engine

$

800.00

Engine Decoke & Grind Valves

$

2500.00

Engine Overhaul

$

5500.00

Brake System Overhaul

$

1200.00

Clutch Mechanically Overhaul

$

1700.00

Air Condition Freon Recharge

$

400.00

Alternator Overhaul

$

700.00

Starter Motor Overhaul

$

700.00

ALL REPAIRS WITH THREE MONTHS GUARANTEE

Our Business Hours
8am-6pm, Mon-Sat & Public Holiday
Our 24 hrs. Emergency Towing Agent
“We Tow Towing” 6128 0999
Please call us at 2565 6166 FAX: 2856 1047
E-mail address: fookie@netvigator.com

FOOKIE MOTORS CO. LTD.
Shop 7, G/F, Paramount Building,
12 Ka Yip Street,
Chai Wan, Hong Kong.

1st Floor, Parker House, 72 Queen’s Road C.
Tel. 2522 7856, 2522 7944
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Food & Beverage

For Members and their guests aged 18 and above

Wine Tasting Activities in March
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Spinners
Admission Fee $68 per person per tasting event
Full refund on wine purchase at the Tasting Party

19
Mar
Sun

10
Mar
Fri

Monthly Wine
Tasting

31
Mar
Fri

Spring Wine Sales
At Spinners
From Noon to 4:00 p.m.

Theme Wine
Tasting

Asia’s World Class Whiskies on Promotion – @ Wine Cellar
In the World’s Whisky Awards 2016, the Kavalan Solist Amontillado Sherry Single Cast Strength won the
title of World’s Best Single Cask Single Malt Whisky.
Kavalan Podium Single Malt Whisky (70cl)
Kavalan Classic Single Malt Whisky (70cl)
Kavalan Concertmaster Single Malt Whisky (70cl)
Kavalan Sherry Oak Single Malt Whisky (70cl)
Kavalan Solist Manzanilla Sherry Cask Cask Strength (75cl)
Kavalan Solist Ex-Bourbon Cask Strength (70cl)
Kavalan Solist Amontillado Sherry Single Cask Strength (75cl)
Kavalan Fino Sherry Cask Cask Strength (75cl)
Kavalan Miniature Set in Wooden Box

$858
$648
$528
$868
$2,098
$978
$2,098
$1,798
$468

*Purchase any bottle of Kavalan Whisky (regular size) and enjoy a Special Price to
purchase the Kavalan Miniature Set in Wooden Box (i.e. at $368 per set)*
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REALLY SPECIAL EDITION
An exclusive Offer at The Hong Kong Cricket Club

Real Companhia Velha Porto Carvalhas Memorias XIX ‘Memories from the 19th century’ –1867-1900 Blended Port
Special offer: $24,888 per bottle (including Premium Rosewood Coffret - 750ml Crystal Bottle)
The history of this Port wine started in the harvest of 1867 at Quinta das Carvalhas, one of the
most emblematic estates from Alto Douro. This exquisite Port wine is the living memory of the 19th
Century, a unique blend of the exceptional vintages from 1867-1900, preserved with careful and almost
religious devotion at the wine cellars by the Cellar Masters generation after generations.
After 149 years ageing and in the year that the Royal Company celebrates 260 years after the foundation
by Royal Charter, the destiny of this wine crosses with the history of this emblematic Company of Port
Wine. Established by Royal Charter from the King D. Joseph the First on 10th September 1756, this Royal
Company had the mission of establishing the Douro D.O.C., the first in the world!
This preview look is worthwhile, though. This is just beautiful. With a powerful, intense nose (the type
of thing that makes old Tawnies so exceptional), it proceeds to touch all the bases. Crisp, fresh and
invigorating on the palate, it also finishes with a certain unctuous, yet subtle feel. It lingers beautifully
and it is just delicious for every moment that it lingers.
To make it even more extraordinary, this Crystal bottle was made by the most famous crystal manufacturer Atlantis in Portugal.
The shape of the bottle was developed in Rommage of the very first Port wine bottles (according to the drawings that the
winery has in record) not to forget the gold neck.
The handcrafted coffret is made in Pau Rosa, a noble wood from Brazil in homage of the first country RCV started to export its
wines.

Very limited stock – 260 bottles made – Only 6 bottles available in HK
For confirmation of order, please email to wine@hkcc.org

Sunday Roasts for March
Noon to 2:30 p.m.
From $128 up
$108 Children’s price (aged 3 – 12)
available at Sportsman’s Bar
March				
Member’s Price
5th
Sugar and Mustard Baked Gammon Ham
$128
12th Leg of Australian Lamb
$128
19th UK “Wicks Manor” Pork Loin with Apple Sauce
$128
26th Beef Wellington with Golden Puff Pastry and Natural Jus
$148

Chef’s Specials in March
三月精選
乳鴿 Spring Pigeon
脆皮紅燒乳鴿
Crispy Fried Spring Pigeon
(Available from 1st to 12th and 23rd to 31st March)

豉油皇乳鴿
Marinated Spring Pigeon with Supreme Soy Sauce
(Available from 13th to 22nd March)
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Guest’s Price
$158
$158
$158
$158

Food & Beverage

Bordeaux Wine Dinner

15
Mar
Wed

Time: Welcome Drinks from 7:00 p.m.
Dinner at 7:30 p.m.
Venue: Grace Suite
Price: $698 per Member
$898 per Member’s Guest
Speaker for the dinner will be Ms. Sandrine Bégaud, who born in Cognac, France,
and is the daughter of a cognac winemaker. Sandrine Bégaud has spent much of
her life in a vineyard.
Sandrine was appointed as Communication and Public Relations Manager of
Chateau Rauzan-Segla and has worked with this Margaux property from 2001
onwards.
For booking and enquiry, please email to wine@hkcc.org or contact us on 35118668.
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Carmen Tam – Alcoholic Beverage Credentials

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with Some Irish Specials!

17-19
Mar
Fri-Sun

Experienced specialist in alcoholic beverage, with extensive knowledge and skills in

appreciation,
manufacturing,
training, food
pairing,Specials
sales and marketing
whisky.
Chef
Simon
will prepare
some
Itemsoffor
you and
Her
over
6
years
experience
includes
managing
over
200
different
whisk(e)y
and
your family and guests to celebrate St. Patrick's Day!
working for a distillery in Scotland, with in-depth experience in manufacturing

IrishThe
Kettyle
Lamb
RumpWhisky
Steak
processes.
First Holder
of Certified
Diploma by Springbank Distillery in
HongDublin
Kong, Advanced
Certificate from Wine and Spirits Education Trust, Professional
Bay Prawns
SpiritFresh
Judge from
International
Wine & Spirit Competition
in London and also the
Flown
Irish Langoustines
and Oysters

spirit Judge in China Wine and Spirits Awards. The most frequent spirits trainer in
Not
beClub
missed
Green
Mocktails,
Green
Hotelsto
and
houses in
HK, especially
whisky, well
knownCocktails,
to deliver lively and
Green
Beers
and
Guinness
Stout
will
be available too!
insightful training courses.

Tutorial Tasting
Class
– Japanese
Whiskies
Alcoholic Beverage
Related International
Accreditations
& Experience

24
Mar
Fri

Time: 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Venue: Sobers
CertifiedSuite
Whisky Diploma by Springbank Distillery
Price:  $398
perWhisky
Member
Certified
Ambassador Course
$498
per
Member’s
Guest
 Advanced Certificate
from Wine
and Spirits Education
(Each
participant
will
receive
a $98
Trust
Whisky
Purchase
Coupon
on
the
evening)
 Spirit Judge, China Wine and Spirits Awards

See you at the Club
Whiskies to be tasted in the evening:
1. Suntory Yamazaki 12 years
2. Suntory Hibiki 17years
3. Taketsuru 17 years
4. Yoichi 10 years
5. Nikka from the barrel
6. A Mystery Whisky

 Spirit Jude, IWSC , International Wine & Spirit
The class will be
conducted by Carmen Tam, who was the first Hong Kong
Competition in London
lady to receive the Certified Diploma by Springbank Distillery. Carmen is the
 The most frequent whisky trainer in Hotels and Club
Professional Spirithouses
Judge
from IWSC (International Wine and Spirit Competition)
in Hong Kong
She is the Founder
and
Chairman
theand
Hong
Whisky Society.
 The most professionalof
whisky
food Kong
pairing lecturer
Hong Kong
The 90-min sessionin will
brush up your knowledge on Whisky, from the story
 Founder & Chairman , Hong Kong Whisky Society
between Scottish Whisky and Japanese Whisky, information about Blended
 Spirit Consultant in Adega Royale Limited
Whisky, Blended Malt Whisky and Single Malt Whisky, the professional way to
taste whisky and the order of service as well.

1

2

3

4

5

6

Places are very limited. Priority will be given to HKCC Members. For booking
and enquiry, please email to wine@hkcc.org or contact us on 3511 8668.

?

Albert Bichot Wine Dinner
6 – course dinner with wine pairing

6
Apr
Thur

Time: Welcome Drinks from 7:00 p.m.
Dinner at 7:30 p.m.
Venue: Grace Suite
Price: $698 per Member
$898 per Member’s Guest
Maison Albert Bichot is a family owned and managed company since 1831.
Practising sustainable and organic wine making, they strive to offer fine, elegant,
complex whites and expressive, fruity reds with well-integrated tannins.
We are delighted to have Christophe Bichot, the 6th generation and general
manager to guide us through a range of prestigious wines from the domaine.
Sign up now, this will be a pleasurable evening.
For booking and enquiry, please email to wine@hkcc.org or contact us on 35118668.

Wines for the evening:
• 2015 Bourgogne Chardonnay “Heritage 1831”, Albert Bichot
• 2014 Meursault Premier Cru Les Charmes Domaine du Pavillon, Albert Bichot
• 2010 Chablis Grand Cru Les Blanchots Domaine Long Depaquit, Albert Bichot
• 2012 Pommard, Albert Bichot
• 2011 Gevrey Chambertin Premier Cru Lavaux St Jacques, Albert Bichot
• 2007 Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru Domaine du Clos Frantin, Albert Bichot
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BUY - 2 - GET - 1 – FREE for Private Race Box at Shatin Racecourse.

Racing Fixture:

Special Promotion for Private Box at Shatin Racecourse.
Book a table for THREE people, pay for TWO catering packages and
receive one complimentary catering package. (includes buffet meal and a standard bar service).

March
1
5
8
12
15
19
22
26
29

April
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

Wed
Sun
Wed
Sun
Wed
Sun
Wed
Sun
Wed

Sha Tin
Sha Tin
Happy Valley
Sha Tin
Happy Valley
Sha Tin #
Happy Valley
Sha Tin
Happy Valley

2
5
9
12
17
20
23
26
30

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

Sun
Wed
Sun
Wed
Mon
Thu
Sun
Wed
Sun

Sha Tin
Sha Tin
Sha Tin
Happy Valley
Sha Tin
Happy Valley
Sha Tin
Happy Valley
Sha Tin #

# Hong Kong Derby on 19 March
# QEII Cup on 30 April
* Champions Mile on 7 May

Club Race Boxes: Happy Valley at Pavilion Stand

Sha Tin at Grand Stand 2

Package Fees include buffet meal, designated “all-you-can-drink” package, admission badges to
Hong Kong Jockey Club Race Course and Hong Kong Cricket Club Private Race Box.
Additional catering package charge for the special racing at *$100 per person / #$150 per person
For details on the Special Promotion at Shatin Race Box,
please contact Members Service Department on 3511 8678 or email: events@hkcc.org.
For booking, simply email us at events@hkcc.org.

EVER DREAMT OF OWNING
A WINNING HORSE
JOIN A WINNING HORSE RACING SYNDICATE
AFTER ITS RECENT WIN WITH Chater Legend,
the Hong Kong Cricket Club Syndicate has a vacancy for new members.
If you are interested and a member of the Hong Kong Jockey Club then speak to Dave Garcia on
93018223 or email him on daveg@davegmining.com for further details.
March 2017 The Pinkun
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Follo

w us!

We’re off
t
Garden o the Family
Party 20
17

12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m.
The Ground
includes Grand Buffet, Drinks,
Inflatables, Games Booths, Cultural Counters,
DIY and Entertainment of all kinds …
Member
$625 per Adult / $410 per Student
$360 per Child (age 3-12)
Guest:
$735 per Adult / $510 per Student
$450 per Child (age 3-12)
Enrolment is only available for Member on or
before 31 March.
For any guest booking, first come first served
basis starts at 1 April, each Membership Account
is entitled to book for a maximum of 4 guests.
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Family Poolside BBQ
with Inflatable
•29 April

•19 May

•10 June

•23 June

16 June
Members with guests
are welcome!

Social Bridge Night

Social Bridge night on every Monday from 7:30 p.m. in the Chater Tavern.
To enrol for the weekly email notification, please contact:
• Andrea Nye - nye@netvigator.com
• Ling - cwling25@yahoo.com

• Kim Farbrace - kimfarbrace@gmail.com

As space is limited, please email your registration early to avoid disappointment.
Children’s Corner
Kids Funtime
Colouring Competition
Please scan this QR Code for
on-line booking or contact
Club Reception for further
information.
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Winners: Group 1 – Under 7
Ciara Pratt
Megan Lau
Chloe Craig
Helena Liu
Oscar Dailly
Isla Fitzgerlad

Group 2 - 7 and over
Odessa Chan
Jayne Oliver
Owen Chan
Phoebe Davies
Chloe Wilson
Haydon Que

Subscribe now !!
Yes, I would like to subscribe HKCC E-Newsletter
to get the latest information of Sports Sections, Club
events and F&B promotion.

Your own event
at the Club
We offer many options for your private functions –
Dinner Gathering, Anniversary, Birthday, Meeting
or Seminar; Poolside Parties, Celebration with Sports
Activities such as Barefoot Lawn Bowls, Ten-Pin
Bowlings.
Our dedicated Marketing & Events Team will
coordinate and ensure no detail is overlooked.
For enquiry, please contact our Professional
Marketing & Events Department on 3511 8678 or
email events@hkcc.org.

Party at Home
If you are planning a self-catering party at home or at a
designated venue, why not take advantage of the Club’s
popular Party Food Menus? Choose from range of elegant,
gourmet finger foods to roasts, Thai salad or Indian curries,
cheese platter and desserts and many more.
Simply place your order by completing the
HKCC Party Food Order Form and send it
to us five days in advance. All items are then
prepared and packed for your easy collection at
the club.
Our Chief Sommelier and his team are always available to
offer tips for wines selection to match your selected menu.

Cake of the Month
Earl Grey, Pear and Mango Cream Cake
It’s special, tasty, delicious...
ONLY available for the month of March!
$360 per cake (around 2 pounds)
A minimum of SEVEN days for the ordering.
Simply place your order with
Marketing & Events Department via events@hkcc.org.
If you are looking for other flavors, please call us on 3511 8678.
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Real Companhia Velha Port Wine Dinner

8
Apr
Sat

Time: Welcome Drinks from 7:00 p.m.
Dinner at 7:30 p.m.
Price: $698* per Member
$898* per Member’s Guest

It is our pleasure to invite Ms. Dora Esteves Martins to share with us
her knowledge about Port Wine.
She will also demonstrate a special technique of using Hot Tong and
Cold Feather to open a bottle of RCV Royal Oporto Vintage Port 2007!
See you at DotCod!

5-course dinner with the following wine pairing:
• Real Companhia Velha Royal Oporto Rose Porto
• 2013 RCV Porca de Murca Red (WS90)
• 2010 Real Companhia Velha Quinta de Cidro Touriga Nacional
• 1999 RCV Royal Oporto Colheita Port
• RCV Royal Oporto 40 years old Port
• 2007 RCV Royal Oporto Vintage Port
For booking and enquiry, please email to wine@hkcc.org or contact us on 3511 8668.
* Package price includes 10% service charge. 30% HKCC member discount does not apply.

Burgundy French Wine Dinner
on 4 March
Thank you for your patronage
St. Valentine’s
Dinner on
14 February
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Full

www.dotcod.com

Mon – Tue
Steak Night
From $348

Wed
Oyster Night
From $19 each

Mon – Sat
Breakfast
From $108

Mon – Fri
Set Lunch
From $298

Mon – Fri
Happy Hours
5 p.m. – 8 p.m.
FULL Day on Sat

RCV Port Wine Dinner on Saturday 8 April.
Please mark your calendar and book your table early.
All prices are subject to a 10% service charge.
HKCC members will enjoy 30% discount on the dining bill.
T +852 2810 6988
E dotcod@hkcc.org
In the heart of Central at Landmark Prince's
10 Chater Road, Central, Hong Kong
Owned by HKCC dotCod Limited
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BURNS NIGHT 2017
Saturday 21st January
Ongauns o’ the Nicht…

The Chieftain – Shirley Adrain

Address to The Haggis – Andrew Ross

Toast to The Lassies – Andrew Gerrard

The Immortal Memory: James Gibson

Reply from The Lassies – Jacqui Donaldson

Piper: Rupert Gerald
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Thank-you Speech – Chairman Gavin Erasmus

Pictorial
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Saturday 11th
February
The Lion Dance and God of
Fortune paid a visit to the
Club, helping to celebrate
the Year of the Fire Rooster.
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HAPPY RETIREMENT

M

r LAM Wai Sing, Sanny, joined the Club in June 2000 as an Accounting Supervisor, assisting the Financial
Controller in overseeing and supervising the accounts work for DotCod. Sanny has two brothers and one sister
who are living aboard. He will be attending his niece’s wedding in USA after Chinese New Year and also will
join another brother for a leisure trip to Taiwan – a busy month in February. Sanny has one daughter who will finish her
university degree this year. Two years ago and to better prepare for his retirement life, Sanny moved from Aberdeen to
the countryside in Tai Po – Tai Mei Tuk – to enjoy a green environment, fresh air and quiet village life. Now is the time
for him to relax and spend more time with his hobbies, fishing and playing tennis.
We wish him and his family well in the years to come.

Annual Staff Party

Monday 13th February
General Committee Members joined with Staff Members for the traditional picture...
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LONG
SERVICE
AWARDS
2016

20 Years
Huang Hsiao, Andy
Purchase & Inventory Controller

10 Years
Lin Mei Yu
Dishwasher

10 Years
Ngan Chun Man
Executive Sous Chef

EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR 2016
Hong Kong Cricket Club

WONG Sau Fong
Western Kitchen – Kitchen Attendant

Tracy YEUNG Cho Kwan
Food & Beverage – Assistant Captain

Summer WONG Wai Fan
Sports & Recreation – Sports & Recreation Officer

DotCod

PAK Yeung Chai
DotCod Cleaner
March 2017 The Pinkun
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HKCC & DotCod Staff Party 2017
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Recent Video Releases
Hunt for the Wilderpeople
(2016 – 101 minutes)

In Plain Sight
(2016 – 3 x 50 minutes)

Refreshingly different and
entertaining. This is a story about
a delinquent boy, Ricky, who has
no parents but does have a very
severe attitude problem. Filmed and
produced in New Zealand, Ricky
has been sent by the child welfare
authorities to a remote farmstead
out in the wilds of the bush. Laura
is the motherly type and does her
best to treat him ‘nicely’ and provides him with a pet dog.
The man of the house, ‘Hec’ (played by Sam Neill) is an
uncommunicative, morose person who has little time to
spare on Ricky. The situation arises where Ricky ‘escapes’
into the bush and is followed by Hec. The rest of the story
develops when Hec is wrongly accused of kidnapping and
“child molestering” and the two, plus dog, have an arduous
journey through thick forest, avoiding the authorities who
have sent helicopters, rangers, police and the military to
track and apprehend them. Ricky is played by a young Julian
Dennison who looks like an unlikely person to have a major
part in a film but fits the role perfectly. Compulsive viewing.

Based on real events in the 1950’s,
in rural Lanarkshire, Scotland, the
police have a problem. There is serial
killer at large and there appears to be
no credible motive for the murders.
Detective-Sergeant Muncie has a hard
time to persuade his senior police
officers that this might be a case of
murders committed for no specific
reason – except for fun! The drama
unfolds over a most eventful two and a half hours.

To Walk Invisible: The Bronte
Sisters (2016 – 120 minutes)
The Parsonage at Haworth, a scenic
town in the Yorkshire Dales, was the
home of Charlotte, Anne and Emily
Bronte. Their poetry and novels
were rejected, usually unread, by
publishers in 19th century England.
Such was the prejudice against female
authors of those times that it took a
calculated ploy to submit their work
successfully, using male-sounding
pseudonyms as the anonymous writers. The drama includes
problems with their father, a clergyman with failing eyesight
and their brother, a notorious alcoholic with a violent temper
and financial difficulties. In the midst of the continuous
turmoil, they wrote classics which became famous all over
the world - and have and been filmed many times.

The a Word
(2016 - 6 x 60 minute episodes)

Delicious
(2016 – 4 x 45 minute episodes)
It is set in Cornwall so regular TV
watchers can expect glorious scenery,
advanced cookery demonstrations,
love, romance - and the customary
extra-marital affairs.
Dawn French (moving on from her
role as the Vicar of Dibley) and Emilia
Fox co-star in this latest situation
comedy.

Molly Moon and the Incredible
Book of Hypnotism
(2015 – 98 minutes)
Mainly for the younger viewers – or
those who just need to relax for an
hour or two.
A young orphaned girl gets hold of a
book on hypnotism and hypnotizes
her way on to the London stage,
where she becomes quite famous. A
strange man claims ownership of the
book and blackmails her by stealing her dog and orders her
to help in a bank robbery. The fun is shared by 11 year old
Raffey Cassidy (Molly) and some grand dames of the British
film industry including Emily Watson, Joan Collins, AnneMarie Duff and Celia Imrie.

The sad but charming story of a
family who have to rear their young
child, afflicted with the “a” word
– autism. It is carefully presented
to avoid stepping over the line
between sentimentality and practical
considerations. It is considered to
be a worthwhile combination of
informative and enjoyable viewing.

Video & DVD Library – Opening Hours:
Weekdays – 1300 to 2000
Saturday, Sunday – 1100 to 1900
Public Holiday – 1200 - 1800

Pet Help

Dog Keeping
Legalities

I

n case you are not aware, all dogs in Hong Kong are legally required to
be licensed and registered with the Hong Kong Government.

If I lose my dog, what should I
do?

Here are some common questions and answers regarding this procedure.

You should promptly report the case
(with ID number of the keeper, dog’s
micro-chip number, full contact
details and as much information
as possible) to the AFCD Animal
Management Centre calling their
hotline 1823.

Do we need to apply for a licence to keep dogs?

According to the Rabies Regulation, dog keepers must apply for a dog
licence for keeping any dog over the age of 5 months.
The dog licensing procedures include micro-chipping the dog for identification,
vaccinating the dog against rabies to protect the dog and to help create an
immune population barrier to rabies and issue of an A4 size paper dog licence
and a collar tag. (Different colour for different years of vaccination).
The licence and the anti-rabies vaccination must be renewed every 3 years.
This is also required by law. The microchip normally lasts a lifetime.
The procedure can be carried out by a registered veterinary surgeon in a
private veterinary clinic.
Is micro-chipping safe?
The microchips are safe to use and have been used safely and successfully in
hundreds of thousands of animals world-wide.
The microchip is about the size of a grain of rice and is implanted under the
skin in a way similar to giving an injection.
The microchip contains ONLY a number and identifies the dog, and helps us to
reunite your dog with you if you lose your dog and it is found.
If I change my address or other contact details
You should notify AFCD in writing within 5 days of any change of address and
telephone. This can be done by completing the details on the reverse of the
Dog Licence and returning to AFCD,
What should I do if I want to give my dog to another person?
If your dog changes ownership you should notify AFCD in writing within 5
days of any change. Again, this can be done by completing the details on the
reverse of the Dog Licence and returning to AFCD. Both the old and the new
owner MUST sign the form.

Following the correct procedure it works.
Recently a good Samaritan brought
in a dog he found roaming on the
street. We scanned the microchip –
and checked our database but we
did not have a match. The dog was
left with us and we called the AFCD
and advised them the microchip
number (this was about 9am on
a Saturday morning). The AFCD
checked their database and called
the registered owner. Within minutes
the owner called us and came down
to collect their missing dog. The
owner brought in their dog licence
and we were able to verify that with
the microchip number of the dog.
Lost, found and reunited in less than
1 hour. An excellent and efficient
system.
If a Lost Dog is found, its microchip
number should be immediately
reported to the AFCD for them to
manage the reuniting process...it
works!

Dr Lloyd Kenda

BSc(Psych) BSc(VetBiol) BVMS(Hons)
MRCVS MACVSc(SASurgery)

Valley Veterinary Centre
G/F 15 Yuen Yuen Street
Happy Valley
Hong Kong
25752389
www.valleyvetcentre.com.hk
info@valleyvetcentre.com.hk
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That's History

First in the series of HKCC Burns
Supper evenings, 24th January 1987:

Jack Ballantyne addresses
the Haggis.

“What, Where and In The Name of Reason – Why?”
An explanation from the Chieftain of that year, Ian McKinnon.

T

here is absolutely no truth in the widely held view that Burns Supper is a
Scotsman’s “heart starter” after Hogmanay (New Year Celebration, to the
illiterate). No! Emphatically not! Any decent, traditionally minded Scot will
have fully recovered from his respectful greeting to the year’s birth at least a week
before he pays homage to his national poet. (After all, strict training is required to do
justice to the best part of a bottle o’ the Malt which is the only civilised way to mark
such a solemn occasion) – No, the Burns Supper is one of the world’s most unique
ways of commemorating anyone, particularly a poet, who wrote in that obscure dialect
of English, known to those erudite members of the Top Bar as Lallans and to the rest
of you as Broad Scots – which, incidentally, is a world removed from the musical lilt
heard around the middle reaches of Scotland’s and the world’s noblest river, for that’s
Glaswegian and that’s a language given only to an exalted few to converse in (and to
even fewer to comprehend).
So, what makes it so unique? Well, it is now worldwide for one thing and held in such
odd places that even penniless, thirsty Scotsmen in search of a free drink would not
go! Well, Burns Suppers are held annually in Moscow, Antarctica and even Kowloon.

if the 17th century polisman
caught you in a kilt staggering
back from a party, the penalty
was death by hanging! Because
the Sassenach was scared of
what was under our kilts.
So, what really is the point of
a Burns Supper? It is simply
to honour the memory of a
very gifted man who loved life
almost as much as he loved
women (and, boy, did he do
that!). Many men could have
the same things said of them
but Burns said it in poetry
which has been unsurpassed to
this day.

If you want to
be admitted into
the ranks of the
privileged few who
make up the Club’s
Burns supperers,
remember to get
some practice in
speaking Lallans and
handling the Soctch.
The year after that,
we will teach you
how to stalk, kill
and dress that most
elusive of animals –
“The HAGGIS”.

One other aspect that makes it unique is that a commemorative dinner in Burns’
honour has continued without a break since 1802, only a few years after his death in
1796. The first one was held i9n the “Auld Clay Biggin” in which Burns was born in
in 1759 and was attended by some of Burns’ closest friends, none of whom were of
humble birth! But the, contrary to public opinion, he himself was of yeoman farming
stock and not a ploughman or farm labourer. By 1809 this group of friends had
begun to describe themselves as a club. Little did they dream what they had started.
However, they well knew who and why it was done. For Burns had given every one of
them immortality by dedicating some of his most famous songs and poems to them,
such as Robert Aitken – “The Cottar’s Saturday Night” or Provost James Ballantyne for
whom he wrote “Twa Brigs of Ayr.”
However, I wonder what they would make of the way we celebrate the Bard’s birthday?
I suppose that naturally they would recognise the Haggis, Neeps (turnip) and the
mashed Tatties as they were every day fare in rural Scotland then and that is why we
eat them at our Supper, but they would be at a complete loss regarding the tartan, the
pipes and the quaiches of whisky. For these items in the 1800s reminded the douce
lowland gentlemen of the wild hielandmen that only a short sixty years before had
terrorised all of civilised Scotland. It was not until another twenty years was to pass
that an unholy alliance of King George IV and Sir Walter Scott was to invent the
Hollywood concept of the Tartan Scots and, indeed, for most of Robert Burns’ lifetime,
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Entry of the Haggis –
Burns Supper 2017

